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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Eighth  Annual  Report  (and  the 
forty-fourth  of  the  series)  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough, 
namely  that  for  the  year  1920. 

Faced  as  we  are  at  present  by  a  stern  campaign  for  economy, 
we  must  be  careful  not  to  allow  the  reaction  to  carry  us  too  far  in 
the  opposite  direction. 

Although  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  endeavour  to  save  every 
penny  possible,  it  is  still  more  essential  that  we  should  not  relax 
our  efforts  to  save  every  human  life  we  can. 

There  are  those  who  are  inclined  to  think  that  too  much  money 
has  been  spent  on  the  Public  Health,  and  that  our  schemes  are 
extravagant  and  socialistic. 


It  is  gratifying,  therefore,  to  note  how  our  main  vital  statistics 
for  the  year  just  past  afford  a  vindication  of  your  efforts  and  of  the 
expenditure  entailed,  for  amongst  other  facts: — -  * 


(1)  Our  general  death-rate  of  11.6  per  1,000  is  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  for  this  town,  and  for  the  first  time  in  our 
history  it  is  lower  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales 
(12.4  per  1,000),  and  than  the  average  for  the  96  Great 
Towns  (12.5  per  1,000). 


(2)  Our  infantile  death-rate  for  the  fifth  year  in  succes¬ 
sion  has  not  reached  100  deaths  per  1,000  children  born,  and 
for  1920  is  the  lowest  on  record  (88  per  1,000). 

(3)  The  death-rate  from  the  various  forms  of  tuberculosis 
is  the  lowest  on  record,  viz.,  1.2  per  1,000,  compared  with 
1.58  per  1,000  for  1919,  which  was  the  previous  lowest. 
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Considerable  progress  was  made  with  the  erection  of  our  new 
Sanatorium  at  Weaverham  (see  page  47),  and  with  our  Housing 
Scheme  (see  page  102). 

A  large  amount  of  work  has  been  doite  under  our  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  (see  page  72  et  seq.).  Certain  extensions 
at  our  Maternity  Home  are  urgently  required  (see  page  87),  and 
will  have  to  be  considered  in  the  near  future. 

Although  it  is  unlikely  that  the  State  or  Local  Authorities  for 
some  time  to  come  will  be  able  to  launch  expensive  schemes,  however 
desirable,  there  is  one  direction  in  which  it  is  essential  that  more 
should  be  done,  and  that  is  in  connection  with  general  public  health 
propaganda  work,  enlightening  the  community  both  as  to  the 
measures  we  have  adopted,  and  as  to  the  importance  of  personal 
and  domestic  hygiene. 


The  year  1920  was  a  very  strenuous  one,  and  I  have  to  thank 
our  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Flood),  and  the  whole  of  the 
Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  hearty  co-operation. 

At  the  same  time  I  would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
placing  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  cordial  support  always 
afforded  me  by  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Council. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


G.  W.  N,  JOSEPH. 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of 

the  District. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  Town. 

The  area  of  Warrington  at  present  is  3,145  acres.  Some 
remarks  on  the  physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  town 
were  included  in  my  Report  for  1919,  to  which  reference  can  be 
made. 

OCCUPATIONS. 

Although  a  table  was  given  in  last  year’s  Report  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  employed  in  the  various  occupations,  it  was  based  on 
the  1911  Census  Returns,  and  is  not  repeated  here,  as  in  all  prob¬ 
ability  it  will  be  found  at  the  1921  Census  to  be  very  much  altered. 

One  need  only  remark  that  Warrington,  being  a  town  with  a 
variety  of  trades,  it  is  almost  continuously  prosperous,  and  is  not 
affected  as  quickly  as  most  places  by  periods  of  unemployment. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Fielder,  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange,  for  the  following  Statistics  of  the  amount  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  in  this  town  for  the  year  ending  mid- January,  1921. 


UNEMPLOYMENT  BOOKS  LODGED,  OUT-OF-WORK  DONATION,  POLICIES  LODGED 

AND  NUMBERS  ON  LIVE  REGISTER. 
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*  From  February  19l9  to  August  1919  the  figures  relate  to  Out-of-Work  Donation  Policies  lodged  only.  f  Abnormal  figures  due  to  railway  strike. 
\  After  8th  November,  1920,  nearly  all  Occupations  are  insurable  with  the  chief  exception  of  Domestic  Service  and  Agriculture. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


A  Summary  of  the  main  Vital  Statistics  for  the  area 
is  given  in  the  table  below  and  these  are  considered  in 
more  detail  in  the  following  pages: — 


Civil  Population  for  years  1920  and  1919, 
as  given  by  the  Registrar  General  . . . 

1920. 

77939  ... 

1919. 

74952 

Population  at  Census  1911 

72166  ... 

72166 

Area  of  Borough  (acres) 

3145  ... 

3i45 

Density  of  Population  (i.e.  number  of 
persons  per  acre) 

24  ... 

24 

Number  of  births  (males  1,209 ;  females 
1,063)  ... 

2272  ... 

1654 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  living 

28.8  ... 

21. 1 

Number  of  deaths  (524  males ;  425  females) 

949  ... 

1041 

Death-rate  per  1,000  living 

11.6  ... 

13.8 

Excess  of  registered  births  over  deaths  ... 

1323  ... 

613 

Number  of  marriages 

937  ... 

818 

Marriage-rate  per  1,000  living 

11.9  ... 

10.9 

Phthisis  death-rate  per  1,000  living 

.85  ... 

1.26 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  from  other 
form  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

.33  ... 

*32 

Death-rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 
including  Phthisis  . 

1.2  ... 

r 

1.58 

Death-rate  from  diseases  of  respiratory 
organs  other  than  Tuberculosis 

2.3  ... 

2.3 

Infantile  Mortality-rate  {i.e.  the  number  of 
deaths  of  children  under  one  }fear  per 
1,000  births)  ... 

88  ... 

96 

Number  of  Insured  persons  1st  January, 
1921  . 

34884  ... 

_ 

Rateable  Value  of  Property 

T320136  ... 

— 

One  penny  in  the  £  yields  for  General 
District  Purposes 

T1230  ... 
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The  birth-rate,  death-rate  and  analysis  of  mortality  in 
Warrington  and  the  whole  country  for  the  year  1920  is  shown  in 
the  table  on  Page  11.  The  principle  Vital  Statistics  for 
Warrington  and  for  the  other  large  Lancashire  towns  for  the  year 
under  review  are  contrasted  in  the  next  table. 


Estimated 

Civil 

Population, 

1920. 

Birth  Rate. 

Crude 
Death  Rate. 

Infantile 

Death 

Rate. 

England  and  Wales 

25-4 

12-4 

80 

Barrow-in-Furness 

76,561 

25-6 

11*3 

76 

Blackburn 

131,012 

21-5 

13-4 

110 

Bolton 

184,533 

22-7 

13-6 

98 

Blackpool 

70,545 

16-7 

13-2 

69 

Bootle 

80,029 

28-4 

13-5 

96 

Burnley  ... 

105,030 

23-3 

13-7 

126 

Bury 

56,410 

19-7 

13*9 

93 

Liverpool 

803,452 

31*2 

15-7 

111 

Manchester 

770,597 

25*5 

13-0 

94 

Oldham  ... 

143,154 

23-3 

14-7 

106 

Preston  ... 

121,950 

24-6 

13-4 

101 

Rochdale 

93,639 

20*4 

13-0 

94 

St.  Helens 

104,822 

30  9 

13-1 

114 

Salford  ... 

235,239 

26-8 

12-7 

97 

Southport 

72,939 

17-2 

12‘3 

50 

Warrington . 

77,939 

288 

11-6 

88 

Wigan 

90,866 

30-1 

15-7 

128 

In  general  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  our  principal  vital 
statistics  compare  favourably  with  the  other  Lancashire  industrial 
towns.  Only  Barrow-in-Furness  shows  a  lower  general  death-rate  for 
1920,  and  no  town  with  so  high  a  birth-rate  as  Warrington  has  so 
low  an  infantile  death-rate. 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1920. 

(Provisional  figures.  Provisional  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1920  have  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  this  Table.)  The  mortality 
rates  refer  to  the  whole  population  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  but  only  to  civilians  as  regards  London  and  the  groups  of  towns.) 
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POPULATION. 

CENSUS,  1911  -  -  72,166 

Owing  to  the  alteration  of  the  constitution  of  the  population, 
brought  about  by  War  conditions,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  esti¬ 
mate  the  population  in  the  Borough  for  the  past  few  years  in  the 
ordinary  way,  but  we  have  had  to  rely  for  statistical  purposes  on 
figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  ESTIMATE  OF  THE 
POPULATION  FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 

For  the  death-rate=77939. 

,,  ,,  birth-rate=78483. 

The  death-rate  population  excludes  all  non-civilian  males, 
whether  serving  at  home  or  abroad.  This  is  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  local  death-rates,  because  it  has  proved  impossible  to 
transfer  the  deaths  of  non-civilians  to  their  areas  of  residence  or 
to  deal  in  any  other  satisfactory  manner  with  the  local  mortality 
of  this  element  in  the  population.  These  estimates  are  based 
mainly  upon  the  rationing  returns  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food. 


The  birth-rate  ( and  marriage-rate)  population  ^  on  the  other 
hand  is  intended  to  include  all  the  elements  of  the  population 
contributing  to  the  birth  and  marriage  rates.  It  consists,  therefore, 
of  the  death-rate  or  civilian  poulation  plus  all  non-civilians  enlisted 
from  this  country,  whether  serving  at  home  or  abroad.  This  non¬ 
civilian  element  has  been  distributed  over  all  the  districts  in  the 
country  in  proportion  to  their  estimated  population. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  our  population  for  the  year 
1919  was,  “for  the  death-rate”  74,592,  so  this  gives  us  an  increase 
of  3,347  in  the  last  twelve  months;  but  it  is  obvious  that  before  any 
reliable  figures  can  be  obtained  bearing  on  the  incidence  of  illness 
or  mortality  among  the  different  sections  of  the  community,  another 
Census  must  be  taken,  and  this  is  due  in  1921. 
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BIRTHS. — There  were  2,272  births  (1,209  males,  1,063 
females)  in  1920,  showing  an  increase  of  618  births  over  the 
previous  year,  when  the  figures  were  1,654  (887  males  and  767 
females). 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was  more  than  double  the 
number  in  1919  (viz.,  1,328  compared  with  613). 

The  birth-rate  for  Warrington  per  1,000  living  of  the 
population  in  1920  was  high — 28*8,  compared  with  21*1  in  1919 
and  25*4  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  82  (45  males, 
37  females).  This  number  shows  an  increase  from  the  previous 
vear  when  61  such  children  were  born. 


MARRIAGES. — There  were  937  marriages  during  the  year, 
the  marriage  rate  per  1,000  of  population  being  11*9.  In 
1919  there  were  818  marriages,  giving  a  marriage-rate  of  10*4. 
They  were  solemnized  as  follows  : — 

Church  of  England  ...  ...  ...  580 


Roman  Catholic 
Nonconformist — Authorised  .. 

do.  non.  do.  .. 

Registry  Office 


99 

44 

47 

167 


DEATHS. — 973  deaths  were  registered  as  occurring  in 
the  Borough  during  1920.  Of  these  302  occurred  in  institutions, 
as  follows : — 


Infirmary 
Union  Hospital 
Fever  Hospital 
Nursing  Home 
Maternity  Home 


74 

197  I 
26  l  302 

i 

3 

2  , 


The  2  deaths  in  the  Maternity  Home  were  infants  at  the 
time  of  or  shortly  after  birth. 

46  deaths  have  been  reported  to  me  as  having  occurred 
outside  the  district  of  persons  usually  resident  in  Warrington. 
Deducting  the  deaths  of  70  non-residents  and  adding  those  of 
persons  who  died  outside  the  Borough,  we  have  a  total  of 
949  deaths  accredited  to  Warrington  for  1920. 

This  gives  us  a  death-rate  per  1,000  living  of  11-6  for  1920 
compared  with  13*8  in  1919. 

This  is  satisfactory,  for  not  only  is  it  the  lowest  on  record 
for  the  Borough  (previous  best  13*8  per  1,000),  but  for  the  first 
time  it  is  lower  than  the  average  death-rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole  and  the  96  Great  Towns  (12*5  and  12*4  per 
1,000  respectively).  A  comparison  with  other  Lancashire 
industrial  towns  will  be  found  on  page  10. 


* 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 

IN 

WARRINGTON  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


1920. 


Causes  of  Death. 

TOTALS  j 

All  Ages.  | 

- 1 

Under  1  year. 

1  and 

under  2. 

2  and 

under  5. 

O  - 
rC  — 

C3  u 

a3  OJ 

O  3 

3 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  45. 

45  and 

|  under  65. 

65  and 

1  upwards. 

A11  f  Certified 

904 

190 

41 

31 

53 

58 

122 

206 

203 

All  causes  [uncertified  ... 

45 

15 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

2 

13 

11 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Small  Pox  . 

Measles  . 

20 

7 

7 

5 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2 

1 

»  • 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

5 

2 

1 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  . 

8 

•  • 

3 

2 

3 

•  . 

•  • 

Influenza  . 

25 

•  • 

2 

1 

3 

3 

7 

3 

6 

Erysipelas  .  ... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 

2 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

culosis) . 

67 

•  . 

•  • 

2 

2 

15 

32 

16 

•  • 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

12 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

.  . 

•  • 

•  « 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

14 

1 

3 

5 

3 

2 

•  • 

Cancer  . 

81 

7 

46 

28 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

7 

4 

3 

Meningitis  . 

11 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

•  • 

•  . 

*  # 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . 

87 

#  . 

#  , 

•  • 

6 

10 

11 

29 

31 

Bronchitis . 

82 

24 

2 

1 

2 

•  • 

3 

14 

36 

Pneumonia . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

90 

26 

7 

6 

4 

4 

14 

17 

12 

organs . 

9 

.  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

2 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . 

37 

26 

5 

3 

2 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  « 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

1 

#  # 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  Disease 

22 

1 

▲ 

#  , 

4 

11 

6 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 

4 

4 

•  • 

of  Pregnancy  &  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including  Pre- 

7 

3 

4 

*  • 

•  ♦ 

mature  Birth  . 

71 

71 

.  . 

.  . 

•  a 

•  , 

.«. 

*  . 

Violent  Deaths,  exclud’g  Suicide 

41 

1 

1 

3 

9 

7 

6 

11 

3 

Suicide  . 

5 

2 

1 

2 

•  • 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

Causes  ill-defined  or 

227 

41 

2 

3 

6 

7 

25 

58 

85 

unknown 

7 

•  • 

1 

4 

2 

Totals 

949 

205 

41 

32 

55 

59 

124 

219 

214 

15 


The  various  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  the  preceding 

table. 

.  Although  the  population  is  estimated  to  have  increased  by 
more  than  8,000  during  1920  there  were  92  fewer  deaths. 

There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
infectious  diseases,  tuberculosis  and  respiratory  diseases,  and 
an  increase  in  the  deaths  from  organic  heart  disease  and 
cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  organic  heart  disease  was  87, 
compared  with  59  the  year  before,  there  being  no  fewer  than 
10  deaths  from  this  cause  in  young  persons  between  the  ages  of 
15  and  25  years,  compared  with  1  death  in  1919. 

The  cancer  death-rate  was  1'04  per  1,000  (in  1919  it  was 
*94  per  1,000). 

The  death-rate  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs 
other  than  those  of  tubercular  origin  was  2*8  per  1,000, 
compared  with  2*8  the  previous  year. 

Death  rates  for  the  infectious  diseases  are  given  on 
page  11,  and  for  tuberculosis  on  page  50,  and  the  infantile 
mortality  statistics  are  dealt  with  on  page  72  et  seq . 


WARD  DEATH  RATES  IN  1920 
(Based  on  1911  Census  figures). 


Population 

Deaths  in 

Death-rate 

1911. 

1920. 

per  1,000. 

Town  Hall 

4655 

79 

16-9 

Whitecross 

10001 

104 

10*3 

Bewsey 

5258 

72 

13-7 

Orford 

9746 

122 

12-5 

St.  John’s 

10628 

121 

11*4 

Fairfield  ... 

8966 

128 

13-7 

Howley 

6681 

110 

16*4 

St.  Austin’s 

6282 

91 

14*6 

Latchford  ... 

10020 

123 

12-2 

Vagrants  ... 

. . .  — ■ 

4 

72177 

949 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

The  following  causes  of  death  were  not  certified  by  a 
Medical  Practitioner  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

AS  GIVEN  BY  THE  REGISTRAR. 

• 

GO 

& 

ci 

< 

Under!  year 

- — — - - — ■ — - — ■ — > 

1  to  5 

lO 

o 

15  to  25 

o 

50 

O 

-4-3 

'N 

65  and 

upwards 

1 

Heart  Disease  ... 

16 

♦  •  * 

•  »  - 

1 

11 

4 

Convulsions... 

6 

6 

... 

•  •  • 

Cerebral  Embolism 

1 

»  »  « 

•  •  • 

1 

Apoplexy 

2 

•  *  * 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

Premature  Birth 

5 

0 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  i  * 

Heart  Failure 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

Bronchial  Catarrh 

1 

1 

•  «  » 

•  •  • 

Gastric  Catarrh 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

2 

•  •  ♦ 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

Asphyxia 

1 

*  •  • 

... 

1 

•  »  * 

Dilated  Heart 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Drowning  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

j  1 

.  .  • 

Cerebral  Apoplexy  ... 

1 

•  •  . 

... 

.  .  • 

1 

Infantile  Debility  ... 

1 

1 

.  .  • 

*  •  • 

•  .  • 

Haemorrhage  of  Brain 

1 

... 

. . . 

1 

... 

Totals  ... 

45 

15 

1 

2 

1 

I 

15 

11 

1 

Coroner’s  inquests  into  the  cause  of  death  were  held  in  51 
cases  compared  with  38  in  1919. 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  IN  THE  AREA. 


Apart  from  the  hospitals  provided  by  the  Local  Authority 
(for  which  see  page  93)  there  are  two  Institutions — 

(1)  The  Warrington  Infirmary  and  Dispensary — a  hos¬ 

pital  supported  mainly  by  voluntary  contributions. 

(2)  Whitecross  Hospital — an  up-to-date  Poor  Law 

Institution. 

The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  work  done  during  1920 
in  connection  with  these  Hospitals  :  — 


1.  WARRINGTON  INFIRMARY  AND  DISPENSARY  « 

Accommodation  ...  47  beds  for  males. 

28  ,,  females. 

25*  ,,  children. 


100 


These  are  allocated  as  follows  : — 

For  Medical  Cases  ...  ...  14 

„  Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ) 

„  Special  (eye,  nose,  throat,  etc.) 


100 


Number  of  Cases  dealt  with  during  1920 : — 

In-patients — 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  194 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  1,317 

Special  (eye,  nose,  throat, etc.)  66 


1,577 


Out-patients — 

General  ...  ...  ...  3,702 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  8,516 

Special  ...  ...  ...  419 

7,637 


Dispensary  patients  (home  visits) — 

New  home  patients  ...  349 

Visits  ...  ...  ...  800 
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2.  WARRINGTON  UNION— WHITECROSS  HOSPITAL.* 


Number  of  beds--202 — (a)  Surgical  -  50 

(b)  Medical  -  100 

(c)  Maternity  -  8 

id)  Special  diseases  10 
(e)  Children  -  34 
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Number  of  Warrington  patients  treated  in  1920  -  1,174 

Number  and  boundaries  of  districts  in  the  town  for  Medical 
Service. 

No.  1  District. — That  part  of  the  Township  of  Warrington, 
on  the  Easterly  side  of  the  road  leading  from  London 
to  the  North.  (Dr.  W.  J.  Peacocke). 

No.  2  District. — That  part  of  the  Township  of  Warrington, 
on  the  Westerley  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
London  to  the  North.  (Dr.  M.  J.  Johnston). 

Number  of  patients  visited  by  Medical  Officers  in  each 
District — 

No.  1  District — 240  Medical,  50  Surgical.  Total  290 
No.  2  ,,  237  „  41  „  „  278 


568 


Amount  of  Out-door  Relief  for  1920  -  -  A'8,699  0  0 

(The  amount  spent  the  previous  year  was  L‘8,581  1,8). 


*  For  the  information  re  the  Infirmary  I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Institution,  and  for  that  concerning  Whitecross  Hospital  to  Mr. 
Arthur  Bottomlev,  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 

District. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


There  is  a  constant  unrestricted  supply  of  good  water  for 
domestic  purposes  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  Warrington 
is  somewhat  unique  in  having  two  separate  systems  of  supply, 
viz.,  a  Domestic-Trade  Supply  from  wells,  and  a  purely  Trade 
Supply  from  a  storage  reservoir,  with  distributing  systems  separate 
to  each. 


(L)  Domestic-Trade  Supply — obtained  from  deep 
wells  and  adits  constructed  in  the  New  Red  Sandstone  at 
Winwick  and  Delph,  situated  about  3  miles  north  of  the 
centre  of  the  Borough.  The  analyses  consistently  show  this 
to  be  a  first-class  water  for  domestic  use. 

(2.)  Trade  Supply — from  a  Reservoir  at  Appleton 
(3  miles  south  of  the  centre  of  the  town),  fed  by  brooks 
bringing  water  from  farm  lands.  This  water,  having  been 
found  subject  to  contamination,  is  only  used  for  trade 
purposes. 

Sooner  or  later  a  larger  and  more  permanent  water  supply 
than  the  one  derived  from  Winwick  will  be  essential  for  the  Town, 
and  during  1920  the  Local  Authority  had  various  schemes  under 
consideration. 

Supervision  of  the  Purity  of  the  Water  Supply. — The  purity 
of  our  present  supply  receives  constant  attention,  and  frequent 
samples  are  regularly  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  to 
Professor  Delepine  in  Manchester,  and  for  chemical  analysis  to 
Mr.  Ruddock,  the  Borough  Analyst.  The  results  of  these 
analyses  for  the  last  year  are  shown  on  pages  95  and  96  et  seq. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  great  pollution  of  the  River  and  Streams  running 
through  the  Town. 

The  River  Mersey  is  highly  polluted  when  it  reaches 
Warrington,  the  water  shed  embracing  as  it  does  so  many  of 
the  Lancashire  industrial  towns,  which,  though  not  turning  crude 
sewage  into  the  river,  all  add  their  quota  more  or  less  to  the 
general  pollution.  During  its  passage  through  Warrington  the 
crude  contents  of  the  sewers  are  emptied  into  it. 
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Sankey  Brook,  which  forms  the  western  boundary  of  the 
Borough,  also  is  highly  polluted  when  it  reaches  the  town.  Much 
of  this  is  due  to  the  rainfall  higher  up  its  course  washing  chemical 
and  other  refuse  into  the  brook  from  waste  heaps.  It  cannot  be 
said  that  the  contribution  of  Warrington  to  the  contamination  of 
this  stream  is  other  than  trifling  compared  with  the  vast  volume 
of  organic  and  chemical  matter  poured  into  it  before  it  gets  to  the 
town. 

Padgate  Brook,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Borough,  is  only 
polluted  by  the  admission  of  sewage  from  a  few  houses  outside  the 
Borough,  but  it  is  in  quite  good  condition  when  it  reaches  the 
Mersey  above  Howley  Weir. 

The  River  Inspector  of  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department, 
during  the  course  of  his  work,  notices  and  reports  any  special 
industrial  pollution,  and  steps  are  taken  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  firms  concerned  to  the  matter. 

In  common  with  many  other  rivers  passing  through  industrial 
areas,  the  Mersey  is  at  times  little  better  than  an  open  sewer. 
National  steps  should  be  taken  to  improve  this  condition  of  our 
inland  streams. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  whole  of  the  area  of  Warrington  (at  present  =  3,145 
acres)  is  provided  with  sewerage  arrangements. 

There  are  very  few  water  closets  in  the  town,  the  excreta  being 
dealt  with  on  a  dry  conservancy  system — the  pail  system — but  the 
sawders  receive  a  large  volume  of  water  from  the  manufacturing 
industries  of  the  town. 

The  main  outfalls  are  of  egg-shaped  brick  sewers  varying  from 
4ft.  by  3ft.  and  3ft.  6in.  by  2ft.  Gin.  to  3ft.  by  2ft.;  the 
secondary  sewTers  are  of  circular  stonewrare  pipes  varying  in  size 
from  30in.  to  9in. 

The  wdiole  is  on  the  gravitating  system  except  the  Latchford, 
Padgate  and  Orford  Districts  of  the  town,  from  which  the  sewage 
gravitates  to  Slione’s  Pneumatic  Ejectors  and  is  lifted  by  them  to 
the  main  outfall  sewers.  This  has  enabled  the  sewers  in  the  three 
districts  to  be  laid  with  gradients  ensuring  good  velocities  in  the 
flow’  of  sewage. 

All  the  sewers  gravitate  to  and  empty  into  the  tidal  portion  of 
the  River  Mersey,  and  into  Sankey  Brook,  its  tributary.  There 
are  seven  outfalls  into  the  River  discharging  in  various  parts  of  the 
town. 

The  sew’ers  are  provided  with  storm  overflows  discharging  also 
into  the  tidal  portion  of  the  River. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  flushing  of  the  sewers  to 
prevent  any  deposit  that  might  occur  in  certain  low-lying  districts 
of  the  town. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


Warrington  is  a  pail  closet  town. 

According  to  the  latest  return  there  are  now — 


(1.)  Water  Closets  in  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  1,302 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  547 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  1,077 

Offices,  Shops,  etc.  ...  ...  272 

Picture  Palaces  ...  ...  10 

Theatres  ...  ...  ...  23 

Public  Institutions  ...  209 

Railway  Stations  ...  ...  23 

Public  Conveniences  ...  24 


Total  ...  3,487 


(2.)  Pail  Closets — approx.,  15,250. 


During  1920,  12  W.C.’s  were  erected  in  connection  with  works. 

The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  wholesale  conversion 
of  pail  closets  to  the  water-carriage  system  will  have  to  be  under¬ 
taken,  and  it  is  imperative  that  all  new  houses  erected  in  the  area  * 
should  be  provided  with  water  closets.  However  carefully  closets 
on  the  conservancy  system  are  emptied  and  cleansed,  the  conditions 
associated  with  them  in  towns  are  a  menace  to  the  public  health 
and  especially  to  the  health  of  children.  During  the  war,  owing 
to  shortage  of  labour  interfering  with  the  regular  emptying  of  the 
pails,  and  owing  to  the  work  now  having  to  be  carried  out  during 
the  daytime  instead  of  at  night  as  formerly,  the  system  must  have 
impressed  everyone  as  being  most  objectionable. 

The  present  sewers,  I  am  informed,  are  fully  capable  of  dealing 
with  the  additional  sewage  that  would  accrue  if  all  the  present 
pail  closets  were  converted. 

The  cost  would  be  great,  but  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  a 
large  and  increasing  annual  expense  would  be  saved  in  connection 
with  the  collection  and  treatment  of  the  pail  contents. 

There  are  undoubtedly  many  difficulties.  The  present  method 
of  pouring  crude  sewage  into  the  Mersey  is  unsatisfactory,  and  a 
scheme  for  first  adequately  treating  the  sewage  should  be  adopted. 
As  parts  of  the  town  are  so  “  low-lying  ”  this  would  involve 
expensive  pumping  arrangements.  Furthermore,  the  amount  of 
water  necessary  for  a  wholesale  water-carriage  system  would 
probably  entail  the  provision  of  a  new  water  supply. 

The  best  method  of  treating  sewage  is  a  controversial  matter, 
and  which  method  is  most  suitable  for  this  Borough  will  require 
careful  consideration.  A  Special  Sub-Committee  has  been  formed 
to  report  on  this  matter,  but  no  meetings  were  held  in  1920. 


I 
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SCAVENGING. 


The  sweeping  and  cleansing  of  streets  is  supervised  by  the 
Borough  Surveyor  and  his  Department.  During  the  hot  summer 
months  special  watering  and  cleansing  of  various  courts  and  alleys 
is  undertaken  by  arrangement  with  the  Health  Department. 

The  arrangements  for  the  removal  and  disposal  of  household 
refuse  and  the  cleansing  of  the  pail  closets  are  not  under  the 
control  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Health  Department,  but 
are  supervised  by  the  Sanitary  Works  Committee  and  the 
Cleansing  Superintendent  and  his  Staff. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  throughout  the  year  in 
obtaining  regular  removal  of  refuse,  partly  owing  to  labour 
shortage  and  partly  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  equipment. 


Household  Refuse-. — Movable  ashbins  with  covers  have  been 
substituted  for  fixed  receptacles  practically  entirely  throughout 
the  Borough.  There  is  at  present  only  one  dry-ashpit;  the  number 
of  portable  steel  ashbins  is  16,000.  The  system,  when  working 
under  normal  conditions,  permits  the  removal  of  refuse  once  a 
week.  It  is  carted  to  the  Destructors  in  most  cases,  though  a  few 
“  tips  f>  are  in  use  in  certain  parts  of  the  town. 


Pail  Closets. — Pails  to  the  number  of  15,250  are  removed  once 
a  week  to  the  Depot.  A  powdered  manure  for  agricultural  purposes 
is  manufactured  from  the  excreta. 

All  pails  are  washed  by  machinery  in  the  Intercepting  Depot 
and  rinsed  with  Carbolic  Fluid  before  being  replaced  in  the  closets. 
The  pail  holes  are  lime- washed  and  disinfected  three  times  a  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

This  part  of  the  Report  includes,  at  the  request  of  the 
Ministry  of  ITealth,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  annual  state¬ 
ment  prepared  by  our  Chief  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  T.  Flood. 

Systematic  inspection  of  all  areas  of  the  town  has  been 

carried  out  during  the  year. 

* 

There  is  still  considerable  limitation  on  the  part  of  many 
property  owners  in  carrying  out  repairs,  and  much  work 
remains  to  be  done  although  there  is  an  improvement  in  this 
respect  from  last  year. 
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Altogether  15,624  visits  have  been  paid  which,  added  to  the 
visits  paid  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  and  tuberculosis,  make 
up  a  total  of  25,880  visits,  compared  with  22,025  in  1919, 
as  follows  : — 


VISITS  PAID  BY  INSPECTORS. 

Visits  to  deal  with  property,  nuisances,  etc.  15,624 
,,  ,,  cases  of  infectious  disease  6,502 

,,  ,,  ,,  tuberculosis  ...  8,704 


Total  ...  25,880 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  nuisances  found 
and  dealt  with  during  1920  : — 


A  SUMMARY  OF  NUISANCES  DEALT  WITH  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Pools  of  stagnant  water 
Insufficiently  ventilated  rooms 
Dirty  dwellings  ... 

Defective  floors . 

,,  walls  and  ceilings  ... 

Dirty  ,,  „  . 

Defective  roofs . 

spouting  . 

,,  slopstones  and  pipes 

Blocked  drains . 

Choked  gulleys  ... 

Defective  drains 

,,  pavements  in  yards  and  passages 

Damp  basements 

walls  of  dwellings 
Defective  middensteads 

,,  pail  closets  and  ashplaces  ... 

,,  water  closets 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 
Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuiisance 
Accumulation  of  manure 
,,  ,,  refuse 

Dangerous  yard  and  closet  walls 
Dirty  walls,  passages  and  yards 
Miscellaneous  . . 


6 

75 

11 

no 

247 

8 

471 

467 

88 

521 

12 

19 

41 

56 

29 

4 

332 

44 

3 

11 

96 

24 

51 

35 

35 


Total  .  2796 


Preliminary  Notices  sent  calling  attention  to 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  670 

Legal  Notices  served  to  abate  nuisances  ...  672 


Out  of  the  total  number  of  nuisances  found  2,492  or  89*1% 
were  abated  during  the  year  under  review,  the  remainder  being 
carried  forward  into  1921  for  suitable  measures  to  be  adopted. 
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SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

During  last  year  215  observations  were  made  of  chimneys 
with  a  view  to  the  detection  of  the  emission  of  black  smoke. 
In  25  cases  the  period  allowed  in  the  byelaws  was  exceeded. 

When  an  offence  has  been  committed  the  works  are  at  once 
visited  by  the  inspectors  who  have  taken  the  observation  and  the 
cause  ascertained. 

Particulars  of  the  case  are  then  reported  to  the  Health 
Committee,  and  action  taken  in  accordance  with  the  instructions 
of  the  Committee. 

In  the  25  instances  above,  statutory  notices  were  served  in 
12  cases.  In  three  cases  a  repetition  of  the  offence  occurred, 
but  the  explanations  given  were  considered  by  the  Committee 
and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

REFERENCES  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS. 

1.  To  Borough  Surveyor 

(Blocked  drains,  defective  pavements  in 
streets  and  back  passages,  etc.)  ...  ...  209 

2.  To  Water  Engineer 

(Defective  fittings  resulting  in  waste  of 

water,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

3.  To  Cleansing  Superintendent 

(Absence  of  ash-bins  and  pails,  defective 
ash-bins  or  leaking  pails,  non-removal  of 
house  refuse,  etc.)...  ...  ...  ...  759 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED 
BY  BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

4 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  and  character  of 
such  premises  and  occupations  in  the  Borough  during  1920  : — 


Workshops 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

226 

Common  Lodging-houses 

•  •  . 

30 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 

•  •  • 

18 

Offensive  trades — 

Tripe  Boilers 

•  •  • 

3 

Knacker’s  Yard 

1 

Gut  Scrapers 

•  •  • 

1 

Bakehouses 

•  •  • 

50  gg  . 

Slaughter-houses 

... 

11  if? 

Milk  shops 

•  •  • 

67  1  2.“  “ 

Cowsheds 

11  Vjff 

Unregistered  premises  where 

brawn, 

potted 

1  3  ®  § 

meats,  etc.  are  prepared  and 

sold  in 

small 

1  e.-,  <U  r° 

quantities 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

V  r-< 

54  ; 

i 


WORKSHOPS. 


Further  information  regarding  the  work  under  this  heading 
is  summarised  in  the  following  tables  : — 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

/.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors . 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)... 

415 

5 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

721 

12 

Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises  included  in  Part  8  of  this 
Report)... 

775 

»> 

Total 

1911 

17 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Defective  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances  ... 

Sanitary  accom-  f  insufficient 

)  iTnmnfn  h  /\ 


>5  Humber  of  Defects. 


modation 


l 

[  not  separate  for  sexes 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (S.  101)  ...  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

for  bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100) . 

Other  offences  .  . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3  of  this 
Report)  ...  .  . 

Total 


Number 


Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspect 'r 

.31 

31 

1 

1 

i 

‘  •  - 

50 

49 

... 

13 

12 

... 

3  132 

132 

•  .  . 

... 

1 

1 

4 

4 

... 

2 

2 

•  •  . 

234 

232 

... 

ol 


Prosecu¬ 

tions. 


*  Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  mid  8,  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Plealth  Acts 
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3.— HOMEWORK. 


Outworkers  Lists  (Section  107.; : — 

Lists  received  from  Employers  twice  in  the  year 

Lists 

Outworkers 


Wearing 

File 

Apparel. 

Making. 

6 

2 

11 

12 

Lists  received  from  Employers  once  in  the  year 

Lists  ...  . 

Outworkers 


Outwork  in  Infected  Premises  (Sections  109, 110) 

Instances 

Orders  made  (Sec.  110) ... 


4.~  REGISTERED 

WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.131)  at  the  end 
of  the  year  : — 

Number. 

O 

*  Bakehouses  ... 

30 

m 

CD 

m 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairers  ... 

.  .  . 

37 

CO  CO 

c3  ft 
'a  ° 

Clog  Makers  and  Repairers... 

.  .  . 

6„ 

43  CO 

( 

Dressmakers  ... 

•  .  • 

15 

d 

c2  o 

Milliners 

•  •  • 

24 

S  * 

ft 

Tailors 

•  •  • 

15 

S 

HH 

^  All  Others 

•  •  • 

99 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

•  •  • 

226 

5. — OTHER  MATTERS . 


■  HI 

Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  (S.  Li'S)  . 

12 

'Notified  by 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  H.M.Inspec- 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi-  tor  ... 
able  under  the  Public  Health  4  Reports  (of 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Fac-  action  taken) 
tory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  5)  sent  to  H.M. 

\  Inspector  ... 

26 

26 

Other  new  Factories  and  Workshops  ... 

7 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101) : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

•  •  • 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 

•  •  • 

f 
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COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  30  Common  Lodging-houses  within  the  Borough 
registered  to  accommodate  665  persons  :  1,512  visits  have  been 
paid  to  them,  and  a  strict  watch  kept  over  travellers  lodging 
therein  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious 
diseases,  to  seeing  that  there  was  no  overcrowding  and  that 
the  requirements  of  the  byelaws  were  carried  out.  4  cases 
of  tuberculosis  have  been  reported  at  registered  Common 
Lodging-houses  during  the  year. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  18  houses  within  the  Borough  registered  as  above; 
57  visits  have  been  paid  to  them.  The  number  of  bouses 
registered  under  the  above  heading  has  gradually  diminished 
during  the  last  ten  years,  but  recently  owing  to  scarcity  of  cheap 
dwelling-houses  the  furnished  apartment  has  been  resorted  to  in 
the  centre  portion  of  the  town. 

There  are  at  present  many  undesirable  instances  of  the  sub¬ 
letting  of  furnished  rooms  so  that  two  or  more  families  are  living 
in  houses  erected  or  designed  for  one  family  only. 

In  certain  cases  the  rent  obtained  for  sub-letting  one  furnished 
room  is  considerably  greater  than  that  received  by  the  landlord 
from  his  tenant  for  the  whole  house. 

AT  an  early  date  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  the  question 
of  revising  the  bye-laws  with  regard  to  houses  let  in  lodgings. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  five  businesses  carried  on  within  the  Borough  that 
come  under  the  heading  offensive  trades.  54  visits  were  paid 
to  these  premises  in  1920.  The  proprietors  in  every  instance 
take  all  precautions  to  prevent  nuisances  arising,  and  there  are 
few  complaints. 


PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  places  of  entertainment  offer  potent 
means  for  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  unless  every  care  is 
taken  with  regard  to  all  sanitary  circumstances.  More  especially 
is  this  likely  to  be  the  case  in  those  places,  e.g.,  picture  halls,  in 
which  there  is  little  possibility  of  direct  sunshine  penetrating 
during  the  day. 


v 
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Close  attention,  therefore,  has  been  paid  to  these  places  during 
the  year.  Visits  were  made  by  the  Inspectors  at  various  times  both 
by  day  and  during  the  evening  on  81  occasions,  and  they  were  instru¬ 
mental  in  obtaining  minor  structural  alterations  in  several  instances 
that  improved  the  ventilation  either  of  the  auditorium  or  of  the 
annexes.  Defects  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  have  been  remedied, 
and  several  of  the  buildings  have  been  redecorated  during  the  year. 
In  general,  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  good. 

Ventilation  is  mostly  carried  out  by  natural  means,  depending 
on  doors,  windows,  and  other  openings  which  can  be  easily  closed. 
These  would  be  adequate  if  always  used,  but  on  several  occasions 
our  Inspectors  have  had  to  complain  of  insufficient  ventilation. 
These  complaints  have  been  met  in  practically  every  instance  by  the 
Manager  stating  that  the  patrons  object  to  draughts,  and  that  when 
the  least  movement  of  air  is  felt  they  ask  for  the  ventilators  to 
be  closed,  often  making  the  atmosphere  in  the  building  very  foul. 
This  can  only  be  remedied  by  providing  ventilators  of  a  permanent 
type,  which  cannot  be  easily  obstructed,  and  which  are  so  designed 
as  to  create  as  little  draught  as  possible. 

Attention  has  had  to  be  called  many  times  to  the  necessity  for 
throwing  open  the  doors  for  ventilation  purposes  between  the  various 
performances,  and  also  during  the  cleaning  of  the  building. 

The  admission  of  sunlight  to  the  maximum  extent  is  very  essen¬ 
tial  when  the  buildings  are  not  in  use,  and  is  a  matter  which  has 
had  to  be  pointed  out  on  several  occasions,  the  attendants  often 
neglecting  to  draw  aside  the  window  curtains. 

Cleansing  on  the  whole  is  carried  out  efficiently  as  far  as 
possible,  but  where  floors  are  covered  by  carpets  or  lino  in  a  defective 
condition  thorough  cleansing  is  impossible.  Carpets  do  not  make 
hygienic  floor  coverings,  and  are  very  undesirable  for  places  of 
public  assembly. 

For  the  conditions  and  regulations  in  force  in  the  Borough 
under  the  Cinematograph  Act,  1909,  reference  should  be  made  to 
the  Report  for  1919  (page  30). 

CANAL  BOATS. 

45  boats  which  were  found  berthed  on  the  River  Mersey 
within  the  Borough  of  Warrington  were  inspected  during  the 
year  1920  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts. 

The  cabins  were  registered  to  accommodate  263  persons, 
but  were  found  to  be  occupied  by  only  93  persons,  viz.,  90  males 
and  3  females.  No  children  were  found  on  board. 
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There  was  no  overcrowding  on  any  of  the  boats,  and  no 
cases  of  infections  disease  were  notified  from  canal  boats 
during  the  year  under  report. 

The  following  defects  were  found  upon  the  canal  boats 
inspected. 

Defective  deck  over  cabin  permitting  water  to  enter  ...  3  boats. 

Cabin  requiring  repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  boat.  4 

The  defects  were  pointed  out  to  the  owners  and  certificates 
were  furnished  to  me  stating  that  the  defects  had  been  remedied. 

Warrington  is  not  a  Registration  Authority  under  the  Canal 
Boats  Acts. 


THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1912. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1912. 
It  enjoins  that  every  Shop  Assistant  shall  on  at  least  one  week 
day  in  each  week  not  be  employed  about  the  business  of  a  shop 
after  half-past  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

It  also  fixes  definite  intervals  for  meals  and  the  provision  of 
seats  behind  the  counter  for  female  shop  assistants. 

The  term  Shop  Assistant  includes  persons  engaged  in  the 
business  of  a  barber  or  hairdresser,  the  sale  of  refreshments  or 
intoxicating  liquors,  and  retail  sales  by  auction. 

The  Act  also  implies  that  certain  shops  shall  be  closed  for 
the  serving  of  customers  not  later  than  one  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  on  one  week  day  in  every  week. 

The  Early  Closing  of  Shops  Order  first  issued  under  the 
Defence  of  the  Realm  Act  remained  in  force  during  the  year 
1920.  This  Order  is  an  improvement  on  the  Shops  Act,  1912, 
in  that  the  rule  of  closing  applies  to  all  shops  throughout 
the  town  and  is  compulsory,  whereas  the  Shops  Act  may  be 
applied  to  various  trades  in  portions  of  the  town,  and  then 
only  when  a  majority  of  members  of  the  trade  concerned 
desire  to  shorten  the  hours. 


CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS)  ACTS  AND 
ORDERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Various  duties  under  these  Acts  are  carried  out  by  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Flood). 
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During  the  year  1920  the  following  additional  orders  were 
made  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  : — 

ANIMALS  (NOTIFICATION  OF  DISEASE)  ORDEB  OF  1919. 

The  diseases  to  which  this  Order  applies  are  cattle  plague, 
contagious  pleuro-pneumonia  of  cattle,  foot-and-mouth  disease, 
sheep-pox,  sheep  scab,  swine  fever,  anthrax,  epizootic  lymph¬ 
angitis,  rabies,  glanders  and  farcy,  and  sarcoptic  and  psoroptic 
mange  of  horses,  asses  or  mules. 

A  veterinary  surgeon  or  veterinary  practitioner  must  notify 
to  the  Inspector  of  the  Local  Authority  when  in  his  opinion  any 
head  of  cattle,  or  any  sheep,  goat,  swine,  horse,  ass,  mule,  dog 
or  cat,  or  the  carcase  of  any  such  animal  is  diseased  or  was 
diseased  when  it  died.  x 

A  fee  of  two  shillings  and  sixpence  is  to  be  paid  for  each 
notification. 

One  case  of  Parasitic  Mange  was  notified  and  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 

No  cases  of  Foot-and-mouth  Disease,  Swine  Fever,  Sheep 
Scab,  or  Rabies  were  notified. 


SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer, 
and  a  special  Report  on  this  branch  of  the  work  has  been  issued. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  Schools,  especially 
the  Public  Elementary  Schools,  received  constant  attention  (for 
further  details  see  Section  I.  of  the  Annual  Report  on  School 
Hygiene). 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  is  done  annually  by  the 
Health  Department  in  attempting  to  prevent  the  spread  of 


infectious  disease  in  the  Schools.  The  total 

number  of  Elementary 

School  children  on  the  registers  was  14,100. 

The 

number  of  oases 

of  notifiable  infectious  disease  occurring  among 
1920  is  shown  as  follows:  — 

school  children  in 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  • 

67 

Diphtheria 

•  • 

44 

Enteric  Fever 

•  • 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  • 

14 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  . . . 

•  • 

29 

Total  .. 

155 
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And  similarly  the  number  of  cases  of  non-notifiable  disease  :  - — 


Measles 

. 1,244 

German  Measles 

...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

.  no 

Chicken-pox 

. 713 

Mumps 

.  95 

Sore-throat  ... 

416 

•  ••  *  i  • 

Total. .  .2,580 

In  order  to  minimise  as  far  as  possible  the  risk  of  the 
conveyance  of  infection  to  school,  certain  children  are  referred 
daily  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

These  cases .  consist  of 

Convalescents  from  infectious  disease. 

Contacts  with  cases  of  ,, 

Children  who  are  suspected  of  infectious  disease. 
,,  suffering  from  sore  throats. 

The  numbers  dealt  with  for  1920  are  shown  in  the  next  table: 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  73 

(Convalescents  examined  as  to  their 
fitness  to  return  to  school) 

Diphtheria . 50 

(do;) 

Contacts  with  cases  of  Diphtheria 
examined  prior  to  being  allowed 
to  attend  school  after  case 
removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  110 

Sore-throats  (examined  prior  to 
being  allowed  to  attend  school)...  425 

658 


School  Closure  was  not  resorted  to  as  a  preventive  measure  for 
any  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  in  1920. 

Further  particulars  of  visits  paid  by  the  Inspectors  in  cases 
of  infectious  disease  to  the  homes  of  the  children  will  be  found  on 
page  45. 


t 
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Food. 

(a.)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Full  advantage  is  taken  of  our  powers  under  the  Warrington 
Corporation  Act,  1899,  as  well  as  under  the  general  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders,  in  order  to  ensure  the  purity  of 
our  local  milk  supply. 

By  far  the  greater  quantity  comes  into  Warrington  from 
Cheshire  farms,  and  the  supply  is  regularly  sampled  and  examined 
both  for  adulteration  and  for  the  presence  of  the  germs  of 
tuberculosis. 

Out  of  45  samples  examined  by  the  Borough  Analyst,  none  were 
found  to  be  adulterated. 

In  6  cases  infection  with  tubercle  bacilli  was  found  out  of  80 
samples  submitted  to  Professor  Delepine.  These  samples  included 
milk  from  1,090  different  cows.  Further  particulars  are  given  on 
page  97. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  cleanliness  and  purity  of  the  milk 
supply  of  this  country  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  In  order  to  improve 
the  standard  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  prepared  to  issue  licenses 
permitting  and  regulating  the  use  of  the  designations  “Grade  A  Milk” 
and  “  Grade  A  (Certified)  Milk”  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  milk 
produced  and  handled  in  accordance  with  prescribed  conditions.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  induce  some  of  the  producers  in  our  neighbour¬ 
hood  to  take  up  the  question,  but  although  several  were  quite  willing 
to  submit  to  all  the  conditions  as  to  inspection  of  methods  and 
equipment  laid  down  in  the  circular,  not  one  would  agree  to  the 
requirements  of  the  general  application  of  tuberculin  tests  to  the  herds. 

The  provision  of  high  grade  milk  will  obviously  increase  the  cost, 
and  public  opinion  will  need  a  deal  of  enlightenment  on  the  subject 
before  there  will  be  any  great  demand  for  the  better  class  article. 

One  of  the  first  essentials  for  improvement  in  our  milk  supply  is 
the  re-introduction  of  regulations  on  the  lines  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Order  of  1914  (now  suspended),  which  prevented  the  sale  for  human 
consumption  of  milk  from  any  cow  suspected  of  tuberculosis,  aLd 
enacted  that  such  beast  should  be  isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  herd. 
In  the  event  of  the  veterinary  inspector  reporting  that  the  animal  was 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  the  animal  had  to  be  slaughtered,  the 
owner  receiving  compensation. 

If  in  addition  to  this  powers  were  given  to  the  State  or  to 
Local  Authorities  to  prohibit  a  person  from  selling  milk  for  human 
consumption  unless  the  conditions  under  which  it  was  produced  and 
sold  were  satisfactory,  much  progress  would  have  been  made  in  the 
campaign  for  pure  milk.  As  it  is  at  present  there  is  nothing  for  it  but 
pasteurising  or  boiling  all  cow’s  milk  before  use,  especially  for  children. 

COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  67  Milkshops  and  10  Registered  Cowsheds  within 
the  Borough.  276  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  Milkshops, 
and  45  inspections  of  the  Cowsheds  and  Cattle  kept  therein. 
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MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912  and  1917, 

These  regulations  make  it  an  offence  to  sell  Cream  containing 
preservative  unless  the  jar  or  bottle  containing  the  Cream  has  a 
label  attached  declaring  the  amount  of  preservative,  and  in 
addition* stating  that  the  Cream  is  not  suitable  for  infants  and 
invalids. 

No  preservatives  were  found  in  any  of  the  45  samples  of  Milk 
©a  a  mined  during  the  year. 

Eight  semples  of  Cream  were  examined,  and  an  excess  of  boric 
acid  was  found  in  three  samples.  These  three  samples  were  from  one 
factory.  The  Health  Committee  referred  the  matter  to  the  Town 
Clerk,  who  dealt  with  the  proprietors  of  the  creamery  concerned. 

There  are  no  premises  in  this  Borough'  where  Cream  is 
prepared  and  bottled  for  sale 

MILK  (Mothers  and  Children)  ORDER,  1918, 

A  Review  of  the  action  taken  by  the  local  authority  under  this 
Order  is  given  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Section  page  90. 

(b.)  OTHER  FOODS. 

Unsound  Food  and  Food  Inspection. 

Constant  attention  is  given  to  the  quality  and  soundness  of 
the  various  foodstuffs  sold  in  the  Borough.  The  majority  of  dealers 
in  the  town  co-operate  willingly  with  the  Health  Authority. 
They  at  once  ask  our  opinion  before  offering  doubtful  goods  for 
sale,  and  in  the  event  of  any  consignment  being  found  to  be 
unsound  it  is  surrendered  to  us  for  destruction  in  order  that  our 
certificate  may  be  procured. 


The  following  table  summarises  the  amount  of  unsound 
food  which  was  either  seized  or  surrendered  during  the  year  : — 


\ 

Article. 

Quantity. 

Article. 

Quantity. 

cwts.  qrs,  lbs. 

BEEF  AND  OFFAL 

222  2  8 

TINNED  FISH 

6  tins 

cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

MUTTON  AND  SHEEP 

FRUIT . 

1  3  14 

OFFAL  . 

13  2  11 

PRESERVED 

TINNED  BEEF  . . 

0  3  0 

TOMATOES 

20  tins 

PIGS  AND  PIG  OFFAL.. 

6  3  18 

PRESERVED  FRUIT 

19  tins 

BACON  . 

0  2  4 

CONDENSED  MILK 

89  tins 

FISH  . 

67  0  24 

BUTTER 

119  lbs. 

MUSSELS . 

3  0  0 

RABBITS 

98  English 

and  196 

POTTED  SHRIMPS 

48  pots 

imported. 

POTTED  ME  AT.. 

7  pots 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  PREMISES  WHERE 

FOOD  IS  PREPARED. 

54  premises  where-  potted  meat,  sausages,  and  meat  pies  are 
made  up,  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  while  some  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  have  been  made, 
further  improvements  are  still  contemplated. 

Greater  powers  for  Local  Authorities  in  this  direction  are 
extremely  desirable. 

In  some  instances  persons  begin  business  in  a  small  way  in  most 
unsuitable  premises,  and  some  time  may  elapse  before  our 
attention  is  called  to  the  fact.  It  ought  not  to  be  possible  for 
anyone  to  be  able  to  prepare  such  foods  for  sale  as  potted  meat, 
sausages  and  meat  pies  without  previously  having  notified  the 
Local  Authority  of  their  intention  to  do  so,  and,  after  adequate 
inspection  of  the  premises,  having  received  sanction. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

284  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  50  Bakehouses  which  are  in 
use  within  the  Borough.  The  sanitary  control  of  the  Bakehouses 
is  carried  on  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts.  There  are  now  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the 
town,  and  under  Sect.  101  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act, 
1901,  none  can  be  established  in  future. 


MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

62  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where  Ice  Cream  was  either 
manufactured  or  sold. 

Our  powers  for  dealing  with  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 
under  the  Warrington  Corporation  Act  of  1911,  were  quoted  in  my 
Report  for  1919. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

There  are  11  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough:  9  of 
these  are  licensed  and  2  registered. 


The  figures 

compared  with  1914 

are  as  follows :  - 

In 

In  January, 

In  December, 

1914. 

1920. 

1920. 

Registered 

4 

•  *  •  •  •  • 

3 

2 

Licensed 

.  12 

9 

9 

Total  ...  16 

12 

11 

35 


634  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  slaughter-houses,  and,  as  far 
as  possible,  these  visits  were  made  during  the  time  slaughtering  was 
being  carried  on. 

During  the  year  34  carcases  were  found  to  be  affected  with 
tuberculosis.  In  29  instances  the  whole  of  the  carcase  had  to  be 
condemned.  Our  action  in  dealing  with  the  carcases  affected  with 
tuberculosis  is  guided  by  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Royal 
Commission. 

In  addition,  8  of  the  carcases  sent  in  for  inspection  from 
outside  districts  had  to  be  condemned,  owing  to  the  extent  c.f 
accident  or  the  conditions  due  to  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis. 


THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS, 

1875—1907. 

During  the  year  96  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  to  be  analysed.  Orders  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  con¬ 
tained  regulations  limiting  both  the  price  to  be  charged  and  the 
quantity  to  be  supplied  to  each  person.  This  restriction  hampered 
considerably  the  work  of  sampling,  especially  in  the  case  of  such 
articles  as  butter.  The  following  statement  gives  the  number  of 
genuine  and  adulterated  samples. 

Upon  thg  receipt  of  the  Analyst’s  Certificate  stating  that  a 
formal  sample  was  adulterated,  the  case  was  reported  to  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  offender  afterwards  dealt  with  in  accordance 
with  their  instructions.  No  prosecutions  were  ordered. 

\  _ 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  samples  analysed  during  the 
year  ended  December  31st,  1920,  taken  from  the  Borough  Analyst’s 
Report  for  the  period  :  — 

Examined  Adulterated 

> 

Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  57  1 

Informal  samples  from  the  Inspector  ...  ...  39  4 

Total  examined  ...  96  5 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  samples  analysed : 


Examined  Adulterated  Extent  of  Adulteration 


Milk . 

43 

— 

Condensed  Milk 

3 

— 

Cream  . . 

8 

3 

Reported  to  Health  Committee 
and  referred  by  them  to 
the  Town  Clerk. 

Butter  . 

8 

— 

Cheese  .. 

4 

— 

Coffee  ... 

6 

— 

Tea 

1 

— 

Sugar  .. 

1 

— 

Elour  ... 

1 

— 

Potted  shrimps 

4 

2 

Both  informal  samples. 

Further  sample  taken  from  the 
same  person  found  cor¬ 
rect. 

Potted  beef  ... 

1 

— 

Potted  lobster 

1 

— 

Beer  and  Stout 

15 

— 

Total 

96 

5 

— 

MILK. 


The  average  amount  of  fat  in  the  Warrington  milk  in  1920  was 
4.41  per  cent.  This  is  47  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  minimum 
amount  of  3  per  cent,  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and  is 
well  above  the  average  for  the  whole  country. 

In  the  following  table  the  Milks  are  classified  according  to  their 
richness  in  cream  :  — 

Number  of  samples  below  3.2  per  cent,  of  fat  . . Nil  per  cent. 

,,  ,,  ,,  between  3.2  and  3.5  per  cent.  ...  9.3  ,,  ,, 

,,  , ,  ,,  between  3.5  and  4  per  cent.  ...  34.88  ,,  ,, 

,,  ,,  ,,  above  4  per  cent .  55.82  ,,  ,, 

The  number  of  samples  is  comparatively  small,  but  the  results 
are  highly  satisfactory. 


BEER.  1  % 

Of  the  15  Samples  of  Beer  and  Stout  analysed,  five  contained 
salicylic  acid,  in  quantities  ranging  from  less  than  three  to  eight 
grains  per  gallon.  Ten  contained  traces  of  arsenic' from  1 -700th  to 
1- 150th  of  a  grain  per  gallon.  This  last  figure  is  in  excess  of  the 
arsenic  found  in  beer  up  to  1915.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
communicated  with  all  the  firms  concerned,  and  at  interviews  with 
the  Managers  was  assured  that  all  possible  precautions  would  be 
adopted  to  prevent  the  use  of  contaminated  ingredients. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 
Infectious  Diseases. 

NOTIFIABLE  ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  total  number  of  eases  notified  during  1920  was  1656 
compared  with  2700  the  previous  year,  and  thus  shows  a  con¬ 
siderable  decrease.  To  some  extent  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
during  the  year  both  German  measles  and  cases  of  measles  in 
children  over  five  years  of  age  were  not  notifiable,  whereas  these 
diseases  were  notifiable  in  1919.  But  apart  from  this  there  was 
a  gratifying  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
enteric  fever,  and  erysipelas. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  notified  and 
the  number  of  deaths  recorded  under  each  disease  compared 
with  the  previous  two  years  : — 


Disease 

Cases  notified  in 

1918.  1919.  1920. 

Deaths  registered  in 

;  1918.  1919.  1920. 

Smallpox 

_ 

153 

_ 

_ 

... _ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

205 

107 

9 

5 

2 

Measles 

360 

1705 

895 

4 

23 

20 

German  Measles 

46 

19 

: — 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup 

98 

131 

99 

9 

12 

8 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever  ... 

6 

6 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

11 

3 

7 

4 

3 

4 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

43 

46 

34 

4 

■  2 

2 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Phthisis 

184 

140 

158 

105 

95 

67 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

82 

82 

73 

37 

22 

26 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ... 

1 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

11 

17 

14 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

41 

40 

— 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

'  — 

2 

4 

— 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

— 

3 

216 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

351 

— 

97 

90 

Trench  Fever . 

— 

— 

3 

— 

. — 

— 

1047 

2700 

1656 

174 

260 

222 

Altogether  there  were  222  deaths,  of  which  no  less  than  183 
were  due  either  to  Tuberculosis  or  Pneumonia. 
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Smallpox. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  this  disease  in  the  Boiough  since 

1906.  . 

The  provision  of  our  new  Sanatorium  at  Weaver  ham  will 

enable  the  existing  Institution  at  Sankey  to  revert  to  its  original 
purpose  as  a  Smallpox  Hospital. 

No  vaccinations  were  performed  during  the  year  ^  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox 
Prevention)  Regulations,  1917,  as  in  all  cases  contacts  coming  into 
the  town  had  been  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Officers  in  the 
districts  from  which  they  came.  Altogether  at  various  times 
during  1920,  two  persons  came  into  Warrington  who  had  to  our 
knowledge  been  in  direct  contact  with  cases  of  smallpox.  They 
had  all  been  vaccinated  just  before  arrival,  and  were  kept  under 
daily  observation  by  us  for  16  days  from  the  last  date  of  contact 
with  the  case. 

The  vaccination  returns  show  an  ever-increasing  non- 
vaccinated  population  growing  up  in  our  midst. 


VACCINATION  RETURNS  FOR  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH 

OF  WARRINGTON. 


1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

' 

1919 

,  1920 

Births . 

2358 

2226 

2041 

2111 

2166 

2238 

1900 

1774 

1540 

1625 

1640 

2272 

Successfully  vaccinated 

1890 

1754 

1470 

1313 

1287 

1421 

1151 

970 

1183 

876 

1050 

1433 

Insusceptible  ofvaccination 

3 

3 

10 

3 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

.  1 

4 

Died  unvaccinated  . . 

165 

177 

192 

115 

156 

168 

133 

108 

78 

107 

116 

121 

Exemptions 

1  S9 

210 

253 

251 

347 

407 

382 

331 

334 

235 

332 

574 

Removed :  Address  unknown 

13 

50 

73 

35 

50 

5 

20 

46 

15 

12 

19 

18 

Had  Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Children  born  in  other  dis¬ 
tricts  but  vaccinated  here 

— 

— 

16 

» 

9 

11 

5 

s 

1 

8 

10 

24 

17 

The  total  number  of  exemptions  for  the  year  was  574,  the 
highest  on  record  for  the  town,  but  this  does  not  by  any  means 
represent  all  the  unvaccinated. 

Each  year  it  is  evident  that  a  number  of  children  are 
unaccounted  for  in  the  returns. 

For  instance,  in  1920,  out  of  the  total  births,  2,272  the 
number  accounted  for,  apart  from  cases  born  in  other  districts, 
was  2,150,  leaving  122  children  unaccounted  for.  Children  born 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  probably  would  not  be  vaccinated 
until  the  beginning  of  1921,  but  this  number  is  practically 
■  balanced  by  the  number  of  children  born  in  1919  being  included 
in  the  vaccinations  at  the  beginning  of  1920.  If  the  122  cases 
above  mentioned  were  all  traced  and  legal  proceedings  taken,  the 
result  would  probably  only  be  to  increase  the  number  of  exemptions 
applied  for  in  the  year.  Adding  the  exemptions  to  the  untraced 
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cases  we  get  714  children  unvaccinated  during  the  year,  or  31.4% 
of  the  births,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  when  29.1%  escaped 
vaccination. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

107  cases — 2  deaths — mortality  rate  '02  per  1,000  population. 
(153  cases— 5  deaths — mortality  rate  '06  per  1,000  in  1919.) 

100  cases,  or  93  per  cent,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 

Hospital. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  there  were  no  “  return  ”  cases  in 

1920. 

Measles. 

2,189  cases — 20  deaths— mortality  rate,  *25  per  1,000  population. 
(1705  cases — 23  deaths — mortality  rate,  -30  per  1,000  in  1919.) 

17  cases  or  *7  per  cent,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Although  there  were  more  cases  of  measles  in  1920  than  in 
the  previous  year  there  were  fewer  deaths.  The  General  Order 
of  1916  making  measles  a  notifiable  disease  was  rescinded  in 
December,  1919,  and  it  was  left  to  Local  Authorities  to  apply 
for  a  local  order  if  it  was  thought  desirable  for  the  area. 

In  our  case  application  was  made  for  a  Special  Order  for 
the  compulsory  notification  of  cases  occurring  in  children  under 
school  age  only.  This  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1920. 

Out  of  the  2,139  cases  mentioned  above  895  were  notified 
under  this  new  order,  the  remainder  were  notified  from  the 
schools  as  they  occurred  in  older  children. 

A  summary  of  the  number  of  cases  of  measles  for  the  pre¬ 
ceding  11  years  was  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1919.  For 
1919  the  figures  are  as  follows  - 

Children  under  Children  of  Death-rate 

school  age.  school  age  and  over.  Total.  per  1,000 

-- — — 1 —  - — — 1 - -  - ’ -  of  popu- 

Cases.  Deaths.  Cases.  Deaths.  Cases.  Deaths.  lation. 

1920  895  19  ...  1244  1  ...  2139  20  -25 

The  steps  taken  to  deal  with  epidemics  in  order  to  save 
life  and  prevent  serious  complications  were  detailed  in  the  1916 
report. 

Our  arrangements  with  the  District  Nursing  Association  for 
home  nursing  of  certain  diseases,  including  measles,  were  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  (see  page  90). 

17  of  the  most  serious  cases  were  treated  in  out  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  of  these  1  died. 

356  visits  were  paid  by  the  Nurses  in  supervising  home 
treatment. 

2,648  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  to  the  homes 
of  children  affected. 
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Diphtheria. 

99  cases — 8  deaths — mortality  rate  *10  per  1,000  population. 

(131  cases —  12  deaths — mortality  rate  ’16  per  1,000  in  1919.) 

98  cases  or  98*5  per  cent,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  There  were  no  ‘‘Return  Cases.” 

The  result  of  bacteriological  examination  of  the  throats 
of  the  notified  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

Bacillus  present  ...  ...  ...  19 

,,  not  found  ...  ...  ...  80 

99 

From  these  figures  it  is  evident  that  only  19  cases  can 
be  definitely  said  to  have  been  true  diphtheria,  but  owing  to  the 
clinical  signs  or  urgency  of  the  symptoms  in  other  cases  it  was 
necessary  that  every  precaution  should  be  taken  and  the  cases 
dealt  with. 

Swabs  were  taken  from  the  throats  of  831  persons  who  had 
been  in  contact  with  the  cases  in  order  to  determine  their 
freedom  from  infection. 

Antitoxin. — Antitoxic  serum  is  supplied  free  from  the 
Hospital  to  doctors  for  administration  in  cases  of  Diphtheria 
occurring  in  the  town  on  condition  that  the  case  will  be  removed 
to  Hospital  in  the  event  of  a  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
throat  showing  that  the  bacillus  is  present. 

No  applications  were  made  for  the  serum  in  1920. 


Enteric  Fever. 

v 

3  cases — No  deaths. 

(6  cases— 1  death — mortality  rate  '01  per  1,000  in  1919.) 

For  the  last  three  years  the  number  of  cases  of  enteric  fever 
reported  in  the  town  has  been  lower  than  in  any  previous  years. 

3  cases  or  100  per  cent,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

7  cases — 4  deaths — mortality  rate  *05  per  1,000. 

(3  cases — 3  deaths — mortality  rate  ’04  per  1,000  in  1919.) 

3  cases  or  43  per  cent,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  two  cases  were  treated  m  Whitecross  Hospital. 
(See  also  page  77). 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  reported  during  the  year.  The 
The  patient  a  boy  aged  2T82  years  was  treated  at  home,  and  died 
after  an  illness  of  about  five  weeks. 

Supplies  of  a  n  t  i  -  in  en  i  n  g  oc  oc  c  i  c  serum  may  be  obtained  free  of 
charge  for  use  by  general  practitioners  in  cases  of  meningitis.  One 
application  was  made  for  this  serum  in  1920.  Arrangements  can 
be  made,  too,  on  application  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for 
having  a  specimen  of  cerebro-spinal  fluid  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

Poliomyelitis. 

Two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  (in  males  aged  2  years  and  1T72 
years)  were  notified  in  1920-. 

Both  recovered,  one  completely,  and  the  other  with  slight 
weakness  of  the  left  leg. 

The  great  risk  in  this  disease,  when  it  is  not  fatal,  is  that 
permanent  paralysis  will  supervene,  and  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
infantile  paralysis  is  due  to  this  cause. 

Severe  crippling  is  preventable  to  a  large  extent,  and  our 
procedure  is  as  follows :  — 

Information  with  regard  to  all  cases  of  poliomyelitis  notified 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  given  to  the  Health  Visitor  in 
whose  area  the  patient  resides.  Great  care  is  exercised  to  prevent 
friction  if  a  medical  man  is  still  in  attendance,  but  the  case  is 
regularly  followed  up  and  frequently  visited  so  long  as  there  are  any 
signs  of  paralysis.  The  main  objects  of  the  Health  Visitor  are, 
firstly,  to  make  the  relatives  realise  that  it  is  an  infectious  disease, 
and  that  all  discharges  and  all  soiled  articles  in  contact  with  the 
patient  shou’d  be  burnt  or  disinfected;  and,  secondly,  to<  point  out 
that  early  electrical  treatment  or  massage  may  do  much  to  prevent 
deformity.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  carry  out  prolonged  con¬ 
tinuous  supervision  and  treatment  of  the  patient. 

All  cases  of  poliomyelitis  are  entered  in  our  Register  of 
Cripples. 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

In  last  year's  report  a  few  details  were  given  of  the 
symptoms  of  this  disease,  which  is  often  alluded  to  by  the  press 
as  “  sleepy  sickness.” 

In  1920  4  cases  were  notified,  and  all  received  institutional 
treatment  as  follows  : — 


Date 

Sex 

Age 

Treated  in 

Result 

July,  1920 

M 

19  years 

Aikin  St.  Hospital 

Recovery 

Oct.  ,, 

F 

42  years 

Do. 

Do. 

95  95 

M 

54  years 

Do. 

Died 

59  55 

M 

51  years 

Whitecross  Hospital 

Do. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Of  this  disease,  14  cases  were  notified  in  1920,  compared 
with  17  the  previous  year.  Further  particulars  are  given  on 
page  76. 


% 
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Malaria. 

40  oases  of  malaria  in  men  were  notified  during  the  year. 
In  every  instance  the  illness  was  a  recrudescence  of  the  disease 
primarily  contracted  by  the  men  during  service  either  in  France 
or  Salonica.  When  visited  these  cases  were  all  receiving  treatment, 
and  in  the  majority  of  cases  had  been  taking  quinine  ever  since 
discharge  from  a  military  hospital.  No  cases  occurred  among  the 
civil  population. 

Dysentery. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified. 

Men  who  have  suffered  from  dysentery  are  kept  under 
observation  so  that  if  necessary  special  measures  can  be  taken  at 
any  time  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  to  the  rest  of  the 
community. 

Trench  Fever. 

3  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  These  all  occurred  in 
ex-service  men  who  had  previously  suffered  from  this  complaint. 
The  homes  of  the  patients  were  found  to  be  scrupulously  clean. 

\ 

Acute  Primary  and  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  received  was  216,  and  out 
of  these  cases  death  resulted  in  50  instances. 

In  the  Annual  Return  of  deaths,  page  14,  deaths  from  influenzal 
pneumonia  are  included  under  influenza,  the  primary  cause,  and  not 
under  pneumonia. 

It  is  clear  that  many  cases  of  pneumonia  were  not  notified  to 
us  at  all.  From  the  death  returns  we  found  40  cases  which  had 
not  been  notified,  and  further  than  this  there  would  probably  be 
others  that  recovered. 

The  main  object  of  the  notification  of  acute  Pneumonia  is  that 
nursing  and  other  assistance,  which  is  of  the  greatest  service  in 
cases  of  this  dangerous  disease,  may  be  provided  if  necessary  for 
the  patient. 

Notification  has  been  very  useful  to  us  in  this  respect,  but  it  is 
essential  that  notification  should  be  prompt,  or  it  is  often  valueless. 

In  the  following  table  particulars  are  given  of  the  cases  which 
proved  fatal,  showing  when  they  were  notified:  — 


Died  before 
notification 
received. 

Died  same  day 
|  as  notification 
received. 

Died  1  day 
j  after  notification 
received. 

Died  2  days 
after  notification 
received. 

Died  3  days 
after  notification 
received. 

Died  4  days 
after  notification 
received. 

Died  5  days 
after  notification 
received. 

Died  6  days 
after  notification 
received. 

Died  8  days 
after  notification 
received. 

Died  11  days 
after  notification 
received. 

Died  13  days 
after  notification 
received. 

Died  16  days 
after  notification 
received. 

TOTAL. 

12 

11 

2 

4 

3 

4 

2 

5 

t 

1 

3 

3 

50 

In  12  cases,  or  24%,  death  occurred  before  notification,  and 
22  %  died  within  twelve  hours  of  notification. 


43 


N on-notifiable  acute  infectious 

DISEASES. 


The  following  cases  of  noil-notifiable  infectious  diseases  came 
to  our  notice  and  were  deal  ■  with  during  the  year :  — 


Measles  (in  children  over  5  years  of  age) 
German  measles  ... 

Whooping  cough . 

Chickenpox 

Mumps 


1,244 

2 

171 

891 

95 


2,403 


These  do  not  represent  the  total  of  these  diseases  that  have 
occurred  in  the  Borough,  but  only  those  of  which  we  have  become 
aware. 


Whooping’  Cough.  Like  Measles  (see  page  81)  Whooping 
Cough  is  a  very  fatal  disease  in  children  under  five  years  of  age. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  com¬ 
pared  with  1919,  and  out  of  the  171  cases,  there  were  five  deaths 
(two  of  these  being  cases  of  infants). 

Chickenpox.  All  epidemic  of  this  disease  raged  during  part 
of  the  year.  We  knew  of  891  cases,  compared  with  299  in  1919, 
and  although  there  were  no  deaths,  the  outbreak  considerably 
affected  school  attendance. 

Mumps.  No  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  disease  out  of  95 
cases. 

✓ 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea, a  very  fatal  disease  in  infants,  is  referred 
to  on  page  74. 

Influenza.  This  disease  is  not  notifiable,  although  influenzal 
pneumonia  is  ( q .  v . ) .  Altogether  during  1920  there  were  25  deaths 
from  influenza. 

Anthrax.  Owing  to  the  number  of  tanneries  in  Warrington, 
careful  watch  is  kept  for  cases  of  this  disease. 

During  1920  there  were  5  suspected  cases  of  Anthrax,  but 
specimens  examined  bacteriologically  proved  negative  in  all  cases. 

Careful  watch  was  kept  over  consignments  of  shaving  brushes 
sent  into  the  town  owing  to  a  number  having  been  found  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  to  have  been  infected  with  Anthrax. 
A  letter  detailing  precautionary  measures  was  sent  to  all  the  local 
chemists  and  others  known  to  deal  in  such  articles. 

TetailUS.  No  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  Tetanus  Antitoxin  for  use  by  General  Practition¬ 
ers  in  the  treatment  of  wounds  as  a  prophylactic  to  this  disease  is 
kept  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  distributes  it  gratui¬ 
tously  on  application  to  the  Health  Department.  Supplies  were 
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forwarded  to  the  Military  Authorities  at  Orford  Barracks  (4  vials 
of  1,500  units),  and  to  the  Local  Infirmary  (4  vials  of  1,500  units), 
on  application  from  them. 


Rabies.  No  suspected  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported  in 
Warrington. 


Bacteriological  Aids  to  diagnosis  are  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority,  the  work  for  the  most  part  being  done  at  the  Laboratory 
in  the  Health  Department.  The  work  includes  examinations  in 
suspected  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Tuberculosis,  Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Meningitis,  Anthrax,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  other 
Venereal  Diseases.  The  General  Practitioners  avail  themselves  of 
the  facilities  to  an  increasing  extent  each  year.  For  a  summary  of 
the  specimens  examined  in  1920,  see  page  94. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  always  glad  to  examine  any 
case  of  suspected  infectious  disease  at  the  request  of  the  doctor  in 
attendance,  and  during  1920  several  such  cases  were  dealt  with. 


Examination  and  Quarantining  of  Contacts. 

Precautions  are  taken  in  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  the  disease  by  persons  who  have  been  in  contact  with 
the  patient.  In  this  connection  no  less  than  1,199  persons  were 
quarantined  by  being  excluded  from  work  or  from  school  until 
proved  not  to  have  contracted  the  disease.  Our  procedure  was  as 
follows  :  — 


Scarlet  Fever. — -102  children  were  excluded  from  school  attendance 
for  a  period  of  14  days.  28  adults  were  excluded  from  work  for  a  period  of 
10  days. 

Diphtheria. — 105  children  excluded  from  school  and  81  adults  excluded 
from  work  until  a  bacteriological  examination  of  a  swab  from  the  throat 
showed  that  they  were  free  from  infection. 

Enteric  Fever.— Contacts  are  not  excluded  from  work  or  school,  but  a 
letter  is  sent  to  the  Employer  or  Head  Teacher  notifying  that  person  has 
been  in  contact. 

Measles. — 457  children  were  excluded  from  school  for  a  period  of  16 
days. 

(Note. — Only  children  in  Infant  Schools  and  those  in  Adult  Schools  not 
protected  by  a  previous  attack  are  excluded). 

Chickenpox. — 355  children  were  excluded  from  school  for  a  period  of  18 
days. 

(Note. — Only  those  children  not  protected  by  a  previous  attack  are 
excluded.) 

Whooping  Cough.— 25  children  were  excluded  from  school  for  a  period 
of  5  weeks,  and  46  children  were  excluded  from  school  for  a  period  of  21 
days. 


45 


WORK  OF  THE  INSPECTORS  DEALING  WITH 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  visits  paid  by  the 
Inspectors  during  the  year  : — 

Visits  to  premises  where  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 

or  Enteric  Fever  occurred  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 

Revisits  to  premises  where  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diph¬ 
theria,  or  Enteric  Fever  had  occurred  to  ascertain  as  to 
contacts,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Revisits  to  premises  where  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diph¬ 
theria  have  been  treated  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Visits  to  premises  where  cases  of  Measles  have  occurred  ...  1612 

Revisits  to  premises  while  the  cases  of  Measles  were  being 

treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1036 

Visits  to  homes  of  children  reported  by  Education  Depart¬ 
ment  as  being  absent  from  School  owing  to  either 
Whooping  Cough,  Chickenpox  or  Mumps  ...  ...  1278 

Revisits  to  homes  of  children  suffering  from  either  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  Chickenpox  or  Mumps  ...  ...  ...  1534 

.» 

Visits  to  homes  when  children  are  absent  from  school  with 

a  Sore  Throat  or  suspicious  Rash  ...  ...  ...  ...  502 

Visits  to  homes  where  cases  of  Influenza  or  Pneumonia 

have  occurred  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Visits  to  premises  re  cleansing  and  disinfection  after  cases 

of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  ...  ...  6502 

Information  obtained  as  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  is 
submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  matters 
contained  therein  dealt  with  according  to  his  instructions. 

Attention  was  also  paid  to  the  disinfection  of  the  premises, 
bedding,  and  clothing,  especially  after  cases  of  notifiable  infec¬ 
tious  disease,  and  also  to  the  cleansing  and  stripping  of  the 
walls  where  necessary. 

3,857  Notices  have  been  sent  to  the  Headmasters  or  Mistresses 
of  the  various  Day  and  Sunday  Schools  in  the  Borough,  in¬ 
forming  them  of  any  case  of  infectious  disease  occurring  amongst 
the  scholars  attending  their  school,  and  also  stating  the  period 
during  which  both  the  sufferer  and  any  child  who  has  been 
in  contact  must  be  excluded, 
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AIKIN  STREET  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  diseases  at  present  treated  at  this  Isolation  Hospital  are 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles  and  Puerperal 
Fever.  No  charge  whatever  has  been  made  for  many  years  to 
patients  residing  within  the  Borough.  When  circumstances 
permit  cases  from  the  Runcorn  Rural  and  Warrington  Rural 
Districts  are  admitted. 


Summary  of  number  of  Patients  and  Diseases  for  1920  : — 


From 

* 

From  the 

Warrington 

Borough. 

Rural 

District. 

Total 

Remaining  in  hospital  at  the 

end  of  1919  ... 

24 

— 

24 

Admitted  during  1920: 

As  Scarlet  Fever 

100 

7 

107 

,,  Enteric  Fever 

8 

1 

4 

,,  Diphtheria  ... 

95 

7 

102 

,,  Measles 

17 

— 

17 

,,  Puerperal  Fever 

3 

- — 

q 

Other  causes 

4 

0 

4 

Under  treatment  during  1920 

*246 

15 

261 

*T(his  figure*  does  not  include  the  cases  of  ailing  babies  referred  to  on 

page  89 . 

Deaths  during  1920: 

Measles  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

v  - 

— 

Diphtheria 

6 

— 

6 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

— 

2 

Other  causes 

4 

— 

4 

Totals 

13 

— 

13 

In  hospital  at  end  of  1920 : 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

1 

19 

Diphtheria 

8 

8 

11 

Totals 

26 

4 

30 

6  cases  admitted  as  Diphtheria  proved  to  be  Scarlet  Fever. 

1  case  ,,  ,,  ,,  Measles. 

1  ,,  ,,  Scarlet  Fever  ,,  Measles. 

Out  of  22  cases  admitted  as  Laryngeal  Diphtheria  the 
operation  of  tracheotomy  was  performed  in  10  cases  (6  recovered — 
4  died). 
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DISINFECTION. 


Month. 

Houses. 

Articles 

January 

43 

316 

February 

33 

258 

March 

38 

262 

April 

50 

282 

May 

42 

248 

June 

37 

268 

July 

31 

173 

August 

39 

277 

September 

45 

204 

October 

36 

241 

November 

39 

219 

December 

41 

227 

Total 

474 

2,975 

28  Notices  were  served  for  the  stripping  and  cleansing  of 
premises  where  certain  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  had  occurred. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Our  Scheme. 

Some  particulars  of  the  further  development  of  our  scheme  for 
dealing  with  this  disease  were  given  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1919 
Reference  was  made  there  to  :  — 

(1.)  The  provision  of  a  new  sanatorium. 

(2.)  The  provision  of  a  new  dispensary. 

(3.)  The  appointment  of  an  additional  whole- time  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  tuberculosis  work  chiefly. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  during  1920  with  the  new 
Sanatorium  at  Weaver  ham,  which  it,  is  hoped  to  open  during  the 
current  year. 

INCIDENCE. 

Total  Number  of  Cases  of  Pulmonara  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  609  persons  living  in  the  town  on  the  31st 
December,  1920,  who  have  been  notified  to  us  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  the  number  of  people  known  to  be 
living  in  close  contact  with  these  cases  was  3089. 

New  Cases. 

Altogether  231  new  cases  (158  pulmonary  and  73  other 
forms)  were  notified  during  1920. 
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Compared  with  previous  years  the  numbers  are  as  follows  : — 

Notifications. 


1915  1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Pulmonary  ...  165  150 

156 

184 

140 

158 

Non-pulmonary  76  65 

72 

82 

82 

73 

Total  ...  241  215 

228 

266 

222 

231 

These  notifications  were  received 

as  follows 

Tuberculosis. 

Primary  Notifications —  Pulmonary. 

N  o  n  -  p  u  ]  m  o  n  &r  y , 

Totals. 

From  Private  Practitioners... 

90 

44 

134 

,,  Poor  Law  Doctors 

4 

3 

7 

,,  Military 

2 

— 

2 

,,  Hospitals 

5 

19 

24 

,,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(Tuberculosis  Officer) 

52 

1 

53 

,,  School  Medical  Officer 

5 

6 

11 

Total  ... 

158 

73  - 

231 

Duplicate  Notifications 

10 

19  = 

29 

Of  the  231  cases  58  were  known  at  the  Health  Office  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  before  they  were  officially  notified  to 
us — 40  were  ex-Service  men  sent  up  by  the  Pensions  Committee 
and  Pensions  Medical  Board,  5  were  sent  by  private  practitioners, 
8  were  contacts,  and  5  came  of  their  own  accord  for  examination 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  capacity  of  Tuberculosis 
Officer. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  males  and  females 
notified  to  us  during  the  year,  divided  into  certain  groups  : — 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

(  ...  98*  20  118 

j  ...  2  23  25 

5  9  14 

...  1  —  1 


PULMONARY 


Insured  j 
Non -Insured  j 
School  Children 
Under  school  age 


idults 


106  52  158 

*Of  these  65  were  ex-service  men. 


NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Males. 

Females 

Insured  )  *  ,,  f  ... 

Non-Insured  S  11  s  (  ... 

17* 

8 

4 

School  Children  ... 

16 

13 

Under  school  age 

8 

7 

41 

32 

*Of  these  3  were  ex-service  men. 


Total 

25 

4 

29 

15 


73 


In  the  notified  cases  of  the  non-pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease 
the  parts  of  the  body  attacked  are  shown  below  : — 


ADULTS. 

1 

CHILDREN. 

Affected  Parts. 

Insured. 

Non- 

Insured. 

Total. 

School 

Age. 

Under 

School 

Age. 

Total, 

Glands 

9 

2 

11 

14 

3 

17 

Skin  .  -  ... 

2 

— 

2 

- — 

— 

- - 

Elbow 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Intestines... 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

2 

2 

Peritoneum 

3 

1 

4 

5 

3 

8 

Brain  .  1.. 

— 

- — 

— 

3 

5 

8 

Hip  Joint ... 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Hand 

— ~ 

— 

, — 

1 

— 

1 

Spine  ...  . 

Tibia  . 

— 

— 

— 

'  2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Throat 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Humerus  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pleura  ...  . 

1 

— 

1 

.  — 

1 

1 

Abscesses  {^ar  - 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

.  1 

region 

1 

1 

1 

1 

« 

Totals 

25 

uarassaHWBiESWB 

4 

*--Eaan.-5iff3a.«SftS2H»SW6«CE 

29 

29 

15 
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OCCUPATIONAL  INCIDENCE. 


The  incidence  of  the  disease  among  the  different  trades,  and  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  town,  has  not  been  worked  out  since  1914, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  anything  like  reliable  statistics 
as  to  the  numbers  engaged  in  the  various  industries  or  as  to  the 
total  population  of  the  wards. 

In  this  connection  the  figures  of  the  1921  Census  will  be  very 
useful. 


DEATHS  PROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  death-rate  from  pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  past  eight  years,  and 
that  is  the  lowest  since  compulsory  notification  of  the  disease  came 
into  force.  In  fact,  the  death-rate  for  1920  was  practically  only 
half  that  of  1916. 

Whether  this  is  a  permanent  reduction  or  not  remains  to  be 

seen. 


The  number  of  persons  certified  as  having  died  from  Tubercu¬ 
losis  during  1920  is  93,  of  which  67  "were  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  26  from  other  forms  of  the  disease. 
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This  number  gives  a  death-rate  of  1.18  per  1,000,  and  is 
contrasted  with  previous  years  as  follows:  — 


1920.  1919.  1918.  1917.  1916. 


No. 

Rate 

No. 

Jri£Lt6 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

of 

per 

;  Of 

per 

of 

per 

of 

per 

of 

per 

Deaths 

1,000 

Deaths- 

1,000 

Deaths. 

1,000 

Deaths. 

1,000 

Deaths. 

1,000. 

living. 

living. 

living. 

living. 

living 

Pulmonary  ... 

67* 

0*85 

95 

1*26 

105 

1*52 

103 

1*5 

116 

1*66 

Non-Pulmon’y 

26 

0*33 

24 

*32 

37 

•54 

28 

•40 

34 

•48 

93 

1*18 

119 

1*58 

142 

2*06 

131 

1*90 

150 

2-14 

*  Of  these  10  were  ex-servicemen. 

Altogether  12  cases  were  certified  on  the  death  return  as 
having  died  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  that  had  not  been  notified 
to  us.  Of  these  cases,  5  were  certified  by  local  medical  practi¬ 
tioners  and  7  were  cases  that  died  in  Institutions  ( e.g .,  Whitting- 
ham  and  Rainhill  Asylums  and  Union  Infirmary). 

Similarly  8  cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  died  before 
notification 

Of  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  12  were  certified  as  having 
died  from  other  causes. 


SUPERVISION  OF  THE  CASES. 

Staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and 
carries  out  the  Clinical  as  well  as  the  administrative  work,  both  at 
the  Sanatorium  and  the  Dispensary.  When  the  new  Sanatorium  is 
completed  at  Weaverham  it  is  intended  to-  appoint  an  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  will  reside  at  that  Institution,  and 
also  help  daily  in  the  town  with  the  work.  In  addition,  one  male 
inspector  and  one  nurse  devote  the  whole  of  their  time  to  tubercu¬ 
losis  work.  (See  page  92). 


1.  Dispensary. 

There  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  which  was  built  specially 
for  the  purpose,  and  it  situated  in  Garven  Place,  just  behind  the 
Health  Department.  Consultation  hours  are  held  at  2  p.m.  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays.  The  examination  of  patients  during 
1920,  however,  was  carried  out.  in  the  Health  Department  premises, 
and  there  was  a  considerable  increase  of  work  done,  compared  with 
previous  years,  as  is  shown  as  follows :  — 


1920- 

—1412  examinations  of  445  patients. 

1919- 

-1044 

)  J 

336 

y  y 

1918- 

-  699 

>> 

326 

y  y 

1917- 

-  387 

5? 

>y 

220 

y  y 

1916- 

-  319 

5  J 

169 

y  y 

1915- 

A  317 

’  y 

)  ? 

168 

y  y 

In  1920,  192  persons  were  examined  for  the  first  time,  and  out 
of  these  105  had  been  referred  to  the  Medical  Officer  in  his  capacity 
as  Tuberculosis  Officer  by  general  practitioners  and  others.  Of  these 
105,  56  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Eight  persons 


Table  showing  the  Number  of  Persons  Examined  and  the  Number  of  Examinations  made  by  the 

Tuberculosis  Officer  during  the  year  1920. 
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presented  themselves  for  examination  of  their  own  accord.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  table  summarises  the  work  done  under  this  heading  :  — 
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51  of  these  examinations  were  made  at  the  patient’s  own  home. 
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CO-OPERATION  WITH  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

The  co-operation  of  the  local  medical  practitioners,  which  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  in  contributing  to  the  success  of  the 
scheme,  has  been  obtained  very  largely,  many  of  the  doctors  making 
considerable  use  of  the  facilities  by  referring  doubtful  oases  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  occasionally  by  attending  personally  with 
their  patients.  The  arrangements  under  the  National  Insurance 
Act  were  continued  during  the  year,  whereby  quarterly  reports 
were  furnished  by  the  practitioners  on  any  tuberculous  insured 
patient  receiving  domiciliary  treatment.  These  reports  were  sent 
to  the  Clerk  to  the  Insurance  Committee,  who  transmitted  them 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  These  arrangements  for  periodical 
reports  have  on  the  whole  worked  very  well. 


DOUBTFUL  CASES  AND  “HOME  CONTACTS.” 

Doubtful  cases  are  kept  under  observation  by  the  Dispensary 
Staff,  and  attendance  at  the  Dispensary  is  encouraged  until  the 
diagnosis  is  definitely  settled.  In  some  instances  doubtful  cases 
if  necessary  are  admitted  to  the  Sanatorium  for  closer  observation. 
When  the  tuberculosis  visitors  make  inquiries  on  receipt  of  a  noti¬ 
fication,  or  when  re-visiting  cases,  careful  note  is  made  of  the  other 
occupants  of  the  house  and  should  any  of  them  be  suffering  from 
coughs  or  appear  to  be  delicate,  they  are  advised  to  consult  their 
own  doctor  at  once,  or  to  attend  at  the  Dispensary  for  examination. 

During  1920,  20  suspicious  cases  were  thus  induced  to  attend 
at  our  Dispensary.  When  an  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  is 
appointed  it  will  be  possible  to  do  a  great  deal  more  in  this  direction 
which  is  very  essential,  seeing  that  there  are  no  less  than  3,089 
persons  in  the  town,  living  in  daily  contact  with  infectious  cases  of 
tuberculosis. 

A  special  register  of  all  children  of  school  age  who  are  in 
contact  with  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  kept,  so  as  to  facil- 
tate  their  supervision  both  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 


2.  WORK  IN  THE  HOMES. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  occasionally  visits  at  their  homes 
oases  unable  to  attend  the  Dispensary.  In  this  connection,  51 
visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  37  patients  during  1920. 

To  cope  with  the  home  visitation  we  have  one  male  Inspector 
and  one  Nurse.  On  the  receipt  of  the  notification,  cases  are  at  once 
visited  and  assisted  in  every  way  to  obtain  the  treatment  necessary 
for  their  disease. 

From  the  date  of  notification  until  the  patient  is  quite  well 
again,  or  in  fatal  cases  until  the  date  of  death,  the  patient  is  kept 
under  constant  and  regular  supervision. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1914  fuller  particulars  are  given  of 
this  branch  of  work, 


) 
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The  visits  done  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following 
tables :  — 

WORK  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  INSPECTOR  AND  NURSE. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Number  of  visits  paid  to  the  homes  of  patients  after  receipt  of 
primary  notifications,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary 
enquiries  and  giving  instructions,  &c.  .  94 

Number  of  re-visits  paid  to  the  homes  of  patients  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  if  instructions  previously  given  are  carried 
out;  the  condition  of  the  homes,  and  progress  of  patient,  arranging 
for  patient’s  admission  to  the  Sanatorium  and  after  care,  &c.  ...  2257 

Number  of  visits  to  arrange  for  disinfection  and  cleansing  of  the 
homes  after  death,  removals  to  institutions,  or  when  patients 
have  changed  their  address  .  160 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  homes  of  insured  persons  who  made 
application  for  Sanatorium  benefit,  for  the  purpose  of  assist¬ 
ing  in  making  application  and  arranging  for  their  examine 
tion  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  &c .  180 

I 

Miscellaneous  visits  to  doubtful  cases,  &c.  ...  . .  ...  ...  103 

*  Total  visits  to  Pulmonary  cases  .  2794 


N ON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  the  homes  of  patients  after  receipt  of 

primary  notifications  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  73 

Number  of  re-visits  paid  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 

patient’s  progress  and  home  conditions,.  Ac.  .  795 

Miscellaneous  visits  re  tubercular  cripples  . .  .  42 

*  Total  visits  to  Non-pulmonary  cases .  910 

*  Included  in  the  above  3,704  visits  to  tuberculous  patients  are  895  visits 
which  were  paid  to  212  notified  ex-service  patients  in  accordance  with  L.G.B. 
circular  of  December  4th,  1918. 


3.  AFTER  CARE  AND  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  FINDING 

EMPLOYMENT  FOR  PATIENTS. 

Many  of  the  visits  included  in  the  tables  are  for  the  purposes 
of  ‘After  care.” 

Cases  that  remain  well  and  at  work  are  advised  to  attend  at 
the  Dispensary  at  suitable  intervals,  special  appointments  being 
made,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  a  man  having  to  stay  away  from  his 
work. 

Cases  that  cannot  leave  their  homes  are  visited  frequently — and 
at  least,  once  a  month.  In  cases  in  which  the  disease  is  apparently 
arrested,  or  where  a  patient  becomes  fit  for  work  of  any  description 
every  effort  is  made  to-  obtain  suitable  employment  for  them.  In 
the  first  instance  the  patient  is  advised  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
to  apply  to  his  former  employer. 
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If  this  occupation  is  considered  unsuitable,  or  should  there  be 
any  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the  employer  to  find  the  patient  work 
the  employer  is  approached  personally  on  the  man’s  behalf,  either 
by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  or  a  member  of  the  Dispensary  Staff, 
with  the  result  that  work  is  found  for  a  number  of  these  cases.  We 
are  indebted  to  many  of  the  employers  in  this  town  for  so  heartily 
co-operating  with  us  in  this  matter,  and  endeavouring  to  find  suit¬ 
able  employment  for  the  cases  we  recommend. 

It  is  not  always  easy,  however,  to  find  suitable  work,  especially 
in  the  case  of  men  formerly  employed  in  the  Iron  and  Wire  Works, 
where  there  is  little  light  employment.  The  compulsory  payment 
of  the  union  rate  of  wages  to  partially  disabled  men  makes  certain 
employers  hesitate  before  engaging  a  man  whom  they  know  has  been 
in  a  Sanatorium. 

A  Care  Committee,  with  funds  available  to  assist  certain  cases, 
would  no  doubt  be  of  great  service  in  this  connection. 

It  is  very  noticeable  how  much  better  the  results  of  treatment 
appear  to  be  in  the  case  of  ex-servicemen,  and  others,  who  have  no 
financial  worries,  and  are  able  to  stop  work  as  soon  as  they  feel  unfit. 

OTHER  WORK  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  IN  DEALING 

WITH  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  147  houses  and  portions  of 
24  houses  were  stripped  and  cleansed  as  precautionary  measures  in 
preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Sputum  flasks  and  cups  and  disinfectants  were  supplied  for  the 
use  of  patients,  if  required. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  254  specimens  of  Sputum  were 
made  in  the  Laboratory  of  the  Department  during  the  year  on 
behalf  of  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  town,  and  29  for  the 
Military  Authorities  in  order  to  facilitate  the  diagnosis  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  definite  arrangements  have  yet  been  made  for  providing 
hospital  treatment  for  the  cases  of  surgical  tuberculosis  requiring 
it.  (See  list  on  page  49p 

During  the  year  a  report  on  the  matter  was  considered  by  the 
Health  Committee,  with  the  result  that  negotiations  were  entered 
into  with  the  Authorities  of  Leas  owe  Tuberculosis  Hospital,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  certain  other  neighbouring  boroughs.  The  cost  of 
the  provision  of  the  new  buildings  that  would  be  required  at  that 
Institution  was  so  high  at  present  as  to  necessitate  the  scheme  being 
deferred  for  the  time  being.  There  will  be  accommodation  at  the 
new  Sanatorium  at  Hefferston  for  a  certain  number  of  cases  that 
do  not  require  any  active  surgical  treatment. 
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PROVISION  OF  HOME  NURSING  OR  EXTRA 
NOURISHMENT. 

In  cases  where  the  medical  practitioners  in  attendance  con* 
aiders  that  the  services  of  a  trained  nurse  are  required,  application 
is  made  to  the  Local  District  Nursing  Association.  In  many 
instances  the  fact  that  such  facilities  exist  is  pointed  out  by  our 
tuberculosis  visitors  to  the  person  in  charge  of  a  bedridden  case,  so 
that  they  can  ask  the  opinion  of  their  doctor  as  to  the  necessity  for 
special  nursing. 

Various  appliances,  bedsteads,  special  bedding,  water-beds, 
bed -rests,  air  cushions,  &c.,  are  lent  in  necessitous  cases,  either 
direct  from  the  Health  Department  or  in  conjunction  with  the 
Guild  of  Help. 

Where  the  home  conditions  are  unsuitable  for  a  bed-ridden 
case  the  patient  is  invariably  advised  to  obtain  admission  to  an 
Institution.  If  accommodation  is  advailable,  they  are  admitted  to 
the  Sanatorium,  or,  if  not,  to  the  Union  Infirmary.  One  of  the 
advantages  of  the  opening  of  the  Hoff  erst  on  Grange  Sanatorium 
will  be  that  more  beds  will  be  available  for  this  class  of  case. 

In  all  cases  requiring  it,  endeavour  is  made  to  obtain  extra 
nourishment  for  patients  in  the  form  of  eggs,  milk,  butter  or  virol. 
The  necessary  nourishment  was  prov'ded  during  the  year  on  the. 
Tuberculosis  Officer’s  recommendations,  by  the  Insurance  Com¬ 
mittee  for  insured  persons,  by  the  Local  War  Pensions  Committee 
for  ex-service  men,  and  by  the  Guardians  or  the  Guild  of  Help  for 
the  uninsured  members  of  the  population. 


PROVISION  OF  OPEN-AIR  SHELTERS. 

Shelters  for  use  at  the  homes  of  patients  have  not  been  pro¬ 
vided  as  in  those  instances  in  which  they  would  be  most  serviceable 
there  is  no  adequate  back-yard  accommodation,  and,  furthermore, 
Warrington  being  to  a  very  large  extent  a  pail  closet  town,  does  not 
lend  itself  to  this  method  of  providing  fresh  air  for  patients. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

The  Local  Authority  'has  not  yet  provided  Dental  treatment 
for  tuberculosis  patients  requiring  it,  although  more  will  be  done 
in  this  very  important  direction  when  the  new  Sanatorium  is  opened, 
in  which  a  special  Dental  Consulting  Room  has  been  provided. 

At  present  there  is,  however,  free  Dental  treatment  at  the 
School  Clinic  for  all  children  of  school  age  in  the  Borough. 

In  the  case  of  tuberculosis  ex-service  men  requiring  Dental 
treatment,  the  Local  War  Pensions  Committee  is  informed,  and 
arrangements  for  the-  necessary  treatment  are  made  by  this  body. 

SANATORIUM  TREATMENT. 

Institutional  treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  carried 
on,  as  usual,  at  our  Sanatorium  at  Sankey  during  the  year. 
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The  ^accommodation  available  there  is  only  26  beds,  viz. :  18  for 
males  (4  in  shelters),  and  8  for  females.  Patients  in  any  stages  of 
the  disease  are  admitted  when  vacancies  permit,  and  the  beds  are 
approximately  allocated  as  follows:  — 


M. 

F. 

For  early  cases 

...  9 

4 

For  advanced  cases  ... 

...  7 

4 

For  observation  cases 

...  2 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible 
cases,  and  the  Staff  in  addition  consists  of:  — 

for  treating  the 

1  si  ster-i  n  -  charge , 

3  nurses, 

2  wardmaids, 

1  cook  general, 

1  lodge- keeper  and  gardener. 

It  is  hoped  that  our  new  Sanatorium,  with  accommodation  for 
80  patients,  will  shortly  be  opened  at  Weaverham.  (See  Annual 
Report,  1919,  page  57,  et  seq.,  for  fuller  particulars.) 

During  1920  a  total  of  152  cases  received  this  form  of 
treatment,  compared  with  151  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  proportion  of  the  cases  that 
received  institutional  treatment  in  any  one  year. 

NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  TREATED  EACH  YEAR  OUT  OF  TOTAL 
SUFFERING  FROM  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Number  of  cases 
notified. 

No.  of  cases 
living  in  the 
Borough  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

No.  of  cases 
treated  at 
Sankey 
Sanatorium. 

Per  centage  of 
living  cases  of 
pulmonary 
tuberculosis 
treated  during 
each  year. 

Year. 

1914 

247  ... 

339 

125 

36  ‘8  per  cent 

1915 

165  ... 

388 

133 

34-2 

1916 

150*'... 

429 

121 

...  28-2 

1917 

156  ... 

473 

*113 

23-8 

1918 

184  ... 

520 

139 

26  7 

1919 

140  ... 

562 

151* 

..  26-8 

1920 

158  ... 

609 

152 

..  24-9 

*  There  were 

26  beds  for  8  months  of  the  year  1919. 

This  number  is  made  up  of  males  and  females  insured 
and  uninsured,  adults  and  children,  as  follows 


Adults  ,  - 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

...  100M 

28 

123 

{ Uninsured 

3 

22 

25 

School  children 

. . .  — 

4 

4 

Totals 

!  Of  these  70  were 

...  108 

ex-Service  men. 

49 

152 

57 


The  condition  of  the  cases  on  admission  is  shown  by  the 
following  figures : — 


Insured. 

Uninsured. 

School  Children. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Early  cases 

52 

10 

— 

7 

— 

4 

73 

Medium  cases  ... 

32 

2 

2 

14 

— 

— 

50 

Advanced  cases 

16 

11 

1 

1 

— 

28 

Totals  ... 

100 

23 

3 

22 

— - 

4 

" " 

152 

In  20  cases  the  condition  of  the  patients  was  so  serious  on 
admission  that  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  accompanied  them  in  the 
ambulance  from  their  homes  to  the  Institution. 

A  summary  of  the  condition  of  the  129  cases  who  left  the 
Sanatorium  during  the  year,  and  of  the  23  cases  still  in 
residence  there  at  the  end  of  the  year,  is  here  shown  : 


* 


St 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  129  PATIENTS  WHO  HAVE  LEFT 

THE  SANATORIUM. 


Early  Gases.  Medium  Cases.  Advanced  Cases. 
Males.  Females.  Males.  Females.  Males.  Females. 


Apparent  arrest  of  disease  4  2 

Material  Improvement...  33  10 

Improved  ...  •  2  3 

Slight  improvement  6  1 

Disease  advancing  (im¬ 
proved  in  general 
condition)  ...  ...  1 

Disease  “  in  statu  quo”...  1  1 

Died  in  Sanatorium  ...  —  — 

Totals  ...  ...  47  17 


10  4  — 

8  3  4 

8  4  8 


3  14 

1  2 
1—3 


25  18  16 

1  . . .  ■  nrtai  awaa 

129 


1 

2 


5 

1 

2 


11 


*A  separate  Report  has  been  published  and  submitted  to  the  Insurance 
Committee  dealing  with  the  work  done  for  insured  persons  during  the  year. 


Of  the  cases  who  died — 2  received  under  2  weeks  treatment. 


3 

1 


f  j 


„  6 

„  8  ,, 
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SUMMARY  OP  THE  PROGRESS  OF  THE  23  CASES  STILL 
RECEIVING  TREATMENT  IN  THE  SANATORIUM:— 


Early  Cases.  Medium  Cases.  Advanced  Cases. 
Males.  Females  Males.  Females.  Males.  Females. 


Improving  ...  ...  ...4  3  6  3  —  — 

No  improvement  ...  ...—  —  3  —  1*  — 

In  stain  quo,  only  in  Sana¬ 
torium  one  week  ...  1  1  —  —  —  1 

Totals  .  5  4  9  3  1  1 


The  cases  after  discharge  from  the  Institution  are  kept 
under  observation  by  the  Inspectors  and  are  asked  from  time  to 
time  to  visit  the  Health  Office  for  examination  by  the  Medical 
Officer. 


Table  showing  the  number  and  percentages  of  those 
who  left  the  Sanatorium  against  the  advice  of  the  Medical 
*  Superintendent  before  the  completion  of  the  period  for  which 
they  were  nominated  for  treatment. 


Cases  Admitted  not  including 
Ex-Service  Patients. 

Ex-Service  Patients. 

Year. 

I 

Number  of 

Cases 

*  Admitted. 

Number  of  Cases 
who  left 
against  advice. 

Number  of 
Cases 
Admitted. 

Number  of  Cases 
who  left 
against  advice. 

From  Aug. 
1910 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1911 

2,1 

1...  3-8% 

Nil 

Nil 

1912 

51  * 

3...  5'8% 

Nil 

Nil 

1913 

59 

0~ 

GO 

r-H 

r-H 

t>^ 

Nil 

Nil 

1914 

102 

17...16-6o/o 

2 

2...  100-0% 

1915 

101 

10...  9-9o/o 

10 

6...  60-0% 

me 

85 

3...  3-5% 

19 

5...  26-3% 

1917 

69 

4...  5'8% 

29 

5...  17-2% 

1918 

79 

7..  8*804 

42 

3...  7-4% 

1919 

70 

5...  7'1% 

64 

7...  10-9% 

1920 

73 

10. ..13-6% 

62 

4...  G'4% 

Totals 

720 

67...  9-3% 

228 

32...  14  0o/o 
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AVERAGE  DURATION  OF  TREATMENT  OF  THE  129 
CASES  WHICH  HAVE  LEFT  THE  SANATORIUM:— 


Average  for  all  cases 

Weeks. 

9 

Da.ys 

,,  ,,  Early  cases  ... 

9 

3 

,,  ,,  Medium  cases 

9 

2 

,,  ,,  Advanced  cases 

8 

1 

Longest  stay — Early  case  ... 

15 

5 

,,  ,,  Medium  case 

32 

3 

,,  „  Advanced  case 

22 

6 

Fitness  for  work  of  the  patients  prior  to  admission  to 
the  Sanatorium : — 

NUMBER  OF  WEEKS  OFF  WORK  BEFORE  ADMISSION. 

Under  1  to  5  5  to  10  10  to  15  15  to  20  20  to  30  30  to  40  40  to  60  60 to  80  80  to  100  100  to  156 
1  week,  weeks,  weeks,  weeks,  weeks,  weeks,  weeks,  weeks,  weeks,  weeks.  weeks. 

16  21  87  21  12  14  2  11  7  5  6 

Number  of  cases  treated  during  1920,  152. 

N.B. — Only  16  out  of  152 — i.e.,  10-5%— -were  able  to  work  before  admission. 


FITNESS  FOR  WORK  OF  THE  128  PATIENTS 
DISCHARGED  FROM  SANKEY  SANATORIUM  DURING 

1920. 


(Particulars  made  up  to  December  31st,  1920.) 


Early  Cases  Medium  Cases  Advanced  Cases 
Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Females 


At  work  regularly  since  leaving  24  2 

At  work  (household  duties)  ...  —  9 

Fit  for  light  work  on  leaving  ...  9  1 

At  work  irregularly  ...  ...  5  1 

Not  yet  commenced  work  (unfit)  7  — 

Left  the  town  ...  ...  ...  1  — * 

School  children  attending  school  —  3 

,,  ,,  not  attending  school  —  1 

Died  since  leaving  ...  ...  1  — 

Totals  ...  47  17 


8  1 

—  5 

3  — 

3  1 

9  3 


1  3 


24  13 


3 

4  2 

1  — 


8  4 

13  9 


N.B.— 49  out  of  119  Adults  have  worked  regularly  (i.e.  41*1  %)  of  those  leaving. 
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Result  of  treatment  of  Adult  cases  with  regard  to  capacity  for 
work  in  each  year  since  the  Sanatorium  was  opened  is  shown  in 
the  following  table :  — 


ADULTS  ONLY. 


Capacity  for  work  previous 

Result  of  treatment. 

Year. 

1 

Fit  for  work 
on 

discharge. 

N  umber 
worked 
regularly. 

Percentage  of 
living  cases 
who  left  the 
Institution. 

Number 
treated  in 
Sanatorium. 

Number  able  to 
work  previous 
to  admission. 

1910 

4 

nil 

Per  cent, 
of  Cases 
Treated 
2  ...50  0 

2 

66*0  per  cent. 

1911 

25 

1...4  per  cent. 

4  ...16-0 

3 

60-8  ,, 

1912 

59 

1...1-6 

16  ...27*1 

15 

42-8  „ 

1913 

64 

L..15  „ 

23  ...35-9 

16 

42  Y 

58 -5  !, 

1914 

112 

3.. .2-7  „ 

50  ...44-6 

48 

1915 

118 

4. ..3-4  , 

50  ...42-3 

43 

52-4 

1916 

106 

6.. .5-6  „ 

41  ...38-6 

35 

44-8  „ 

1917 

106 

9.. .8-4  „ 

34  ...32-0 

30 

38*0  ,, 

1918 

125 

8. ..6-4  ,, 

43  ...34-4 

37 

35  0  ,, 

1919 

151 

16. ..10-6  „ 

54  ..  36-2 

39 

32-5  ,, 

1920 

152 

16. ..10-5  ,, 

62  ...40"8 

49 

41*1  „ 

Summary  of  all  cases  who  received  treatment  in  the  Sana¬ 
torium  from  August  6th,  1910,  to  December  31st,  1920. 

817  persons  have  received  treatment. 

92  of  these  were  admitted  twice, 

15  were  admitted  three  times, 

3  a  fourth  time,  and 
1  a  fifth  time. 

I  would  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  taking  all  the 
cases  dealt  with  at  the  Sanatorium  from  its  opening  in  August, 
1910,  up  to  December  31st,  1920,  although  only  6.7  per  cent,  were 
able  to  work  before  admission,  30  per  cent,  have  worked  regularly 
ever  since  their  discharge.  This  I  think,  without  taking  into  account 
any  of  the  personal  benefits  received  by  the  individual,  illustrates 
the  economic  value  of  Institutional  treatment.  These  results  are 
all  the  more  striking  when  we  remember  that  the  cases  are  not 
picked  or  early  oases,  but  consist  of  patients  in  all  stages  of  the 
disease ;  in  fact,  less  than  half  of  those  admitted  were  early  cases. 

RESULTS  OF  TREATMENT  OF  CIVILIANS  COMPARED 

WITH  EX-SERVICEMEN,  for  the  Period  1915  to  1920. 

During  the  past  five  years  264  civilians  and  222  ex-service  men 
have,  received  treatment  at  San key  Sanatorium,  and  the  following 
statistics  show  that  the  results  as  regards  ex-service  men  have  on 
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the  average  been  considerably  better  than  the  results  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  civilians.  I  think  this  is  due  to  two1  main  reasons:  — 

(a)  The  ex-service  men’s  cases  were  discovered  at  an  earlier 
stage,  mainly  because  in  the  majority  of  cases  they  were  aware  that 
they  would  receive  adequate  treatment  allowances  on  reporting  sick, 
whereas  the  civilian’s  case  often  worked  on  as  long  as  possible,  as 
there  was  no  other  source  of  income. 

From  the  following  tables  it  is  seen  that-  less  than  10  per  cent, 
of  the  service  cases  were  suffering  from  advanced  disease  when  first 
examined,  compared  with  more  than  28  per  cent,  of  the  civilian 
ones . 

(b)  After  treatment,  the  ex-service  man  had  far  less  financial 
worry  than  the  civilian,  and  whereas  nearly  half  the  civilian  cases 
treated  in  the  last  five  years  are  now  dead,  less  than  one-fifth  of 
the  ex-service  men  have  died.  Of  those  that  died,  the  average 
length  of  life  after  leaving  the  Sanatorium  was:  — 

For  Civilians  .  8  months. 

For  Ex-Service  Men  ...  11  \  ,, 

In  some  instances,  too,  the  fact  that  the  civilians,  having  no 
pension,  have  had  to  work  often  at  unsuitable  jobs,  has  had  a  dele¬ 
terious  effect  on  their  chance  of  recovery. 

Total  cases  dealt  with— 264  civilians,  222  ex-service  patients. 


PERCENTAGES  OF  CLASS  OF  CASES. 

Total  cases.  Percentage. 


Early. 

Medium. 

Advanced. 

Living. 

Dead. 

Of 

/o 

% 

% 

% 

% 

Civilians 

...  45-4 

25-7 

28-7 

54T 

45-8 

Ex-Servicemen 

...  66-6 

23*4 

9-9 

81-0 

18-9 

The  average  length  of  life  of  the  cases  that  died — •. 

Civilians  ...  8  months. 

Ex-Servicemen  11 J  months. 


Percentage  of  cases  who  worked 
ment  and  before  death — 

O/ 

Civilians  ...  22*8 

Ex-Servicemen  14*2 


after  institutional  treat- 
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LIVING-  GASES  ONLY. 


Working  Capacity. 


Percentage  who  have 

worked  regularly. 

o/ 

/o 

Civilians  ...  ...  56-6 

Ex-Servicemen  ...  45-8 


Percentage  who  have 
worked  irregularly. 

% 

29-1 

87-5 


Percentage  who  have 
not  worked. 


o/ 

/O 


14-1 

16-6 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Our  scheme  for  endeavouring  to  deal  with  these  diseases  was 
brought  into  operation  during  March,  1917,  and  was  described  in 
detail  in  my  Annual  Report  for  that  year. 

The  main  measures  are :  — 

1.  Provision  of  facilities  for  free  diagnosis  of  cases  of 

Venereal  Diseases. 

2.  Provision  of  free  treatment  under  conditions  of  secrecy 

(including  treatment  for  expectant  mothers). 

3.  Provision  of  Salvarsan  substitutes  free  of  charge  for  the 

treatment  of  cases. 

4.  Education  of  the  Public. 

The  work  done  in  this  direction  during  1920  is  considered 
under  these  headings,  and  a  few  remarks  on  the  general  working 
of  the  scheme  follow : 


1.  FACILITIES  FOR  DIAGNOSIS. 

(a)  WASSERMAN  BLOOD  TESTS. 

These  are  performed  by  Professor  Dean  at  his  Laboratory  in 
the  University  of  Manchester. 

The  number  of  examinations  for  1920  is  shown  as  follows:  — 


Positive. 

Negative 

Specimens  taken  by  General  Practitioners.. 

6 

8 

14 

,,  ,,  at  the  Treatment  Centre.. 

117 

122 

239 

,,  ,,  ,,  Union  Hospital 

.  — 

2 

2 

‘  ,,  ,,  ,,  Health  Department 

5 

10 

15 

,,  ,,  ,,  Maternity  Home 

..  7 

38 

45 

,,  ,,  ,,  Pensions  Board 

..  2 

2 

4 

Total 

137 

182 

319 

Compared  with  the  three  previous  years  the  figures  are  :  — 

1920 

1919 

1918 

1917 

No.  of  Wasserman  Blood  Test 

Examinations  made  319 

190 

137 

87 

f  63 

(b )  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

These  are  made  in  our  own  Laboratory,  at  the  Health 
Department,  Sankey  Street. 

The  number  of  examinations  for  the  organisms  causing 
Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea,  made  during  1920  were: 


Spirochastes. 

Gonococci. 

Total. 

Specimen  submitted  by  gene¬ 
ral  Practioners  ... 

found 

not  found 

found 

8 

not  found 

14 

22 

Specimen  submitted  from 
Clinic 

4 

41 

48 

93 

Specimen  submitted  from 
Maternity  Home 

— 

1 

— 

13 

14 

Total  ... 

— 

5 

49 

75 

129 

The  figures  for  previous  years  in  comparison  were:  — 

1920"  1919  1918  1917 

No.  of  bacteriological  examinations  129  65  47  41 


2.  FREE  TREATMENT. 

The  Centre  at  the  Local  Infirmary  (Beamont  Street  Entrance) 
has  been  carried  on  as  usual  during  the  year  by  Dr.  E.  E.  Bowden 
at  the  following  hours:  — 

Men  ...  Tuesdays  3.30  p.m.  Saturdays  5  p.m. 
Women  ...  Tuesdays  5  p.m.  Saturdays  3.30  p.m. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done  in  1920  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  year  :  — 

No.  of  No.  of  Doses 

County  or  Attendances  at  of  Salvarsan 


County  Borough. 

Out-patient 

Substitutes  used 

Clinic. 

at  Centre. 

1920 

1919 

1920 

1919 

Warrington  ... 

2639 

1022 

•  •  • 

601 

185 

Lancashire  . . . 

405 

148 

•  •  « 

119 

48 

Cheshire 

634 

104 

... 

144 

33 

Other 

11 

9 

. . . 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

3689 

1283 

'  864 

267 

/ 
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Further  particulars  are  given  in  the  statistical  summary  that 
follows :  — 


EE  TURN  RELATING-  TO  ALL  PERSONS  WHO  WERE  TREATED  AT 
THE  TREATMENT  CENTRE  AT  WARRINGTON  DURING  TEE 
YEAR  ENDED  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1920, 


Syphilis. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Gonor¬ 

rhoea. 

Conditions 
other  than 
Venereal. 

Total. 

m 

| 

m 

Cfi 

G 

r-  i 

a 

G 

W 

G 

cZ 

c n 

G 

r-H 

c6 

G 

cZ 

N 

c3 

8 

G 

cZ 

8 

G 

cZ 

& 

© 

cZ 

fc-H 

<4 

g 

© 

© 

a 

© 

1.  §Number  of  persons  who,  on  the  1st 

January,  1920,  were  under  treat¬ 
ment  for  : — 

37 

21 

2 

12 

4 

7 

2 

58 

27 

2.  Number  of  persons  dealt  witli 

during  the  year  at  or  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  out-patient  Clinic 
for  the  first  time  and  found  to  be 
suffering  from 

Syphilis  only . 

44 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

44 

28 

Soft  chancre  only  . 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  only  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

16 

— 

— 

27 

16 

§Syphilis  and  soft  chancre  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

^Syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

4 

— 

^Gonorrhoea  and  soft  chancre 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

gSyphilis,  soft  chancre  and 

gonorrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■  _ 

— 

Conditions  other  than 

venereal  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 

16 

45 

16 

Total  —Item  2  ... 

46 

28 

1 

— 

30 

16 

45 

16 

122 

60 

Total — Items  1  and  2... 

83 

49 

o 

O 

— ■ 

42 

20 

52 

18 

180 

87 

3.  Number  of  persons  who  ceased  to 

attend  the  out-patient  Clinic 

(a)  Before  completing  a  course  of 
treatment  for 

(/;)  After  completion  of  a  course  of 

17 

9 

— 

— 

8 

17 

— 

— 

25 

26 

treatment,  but  before  final  tests 
as  to  cure  of 

10 

6 

_ 

_ 

8 

_ 

_ 

•18 

6 

4.  Number  of  persons  transferred  to 

other  Treatment  Centres  after 
treatment  for 

1 

* 

2 

3 

5.*Number  of  persons  discharged  from 

the  out-patient  Clinic  after  com¬ 
pletion  of  treatment  and  obser- 

vation  for  ...  . 

6.*Number  of  persons  who,  on  the 
1st  January,  1921,  were  under 
treatment  or  observation  for  ... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

55 

34 

— 

— 

16 

3 

— 

— 

71 

37 

Total,  Items  3,  4,  5  and  6 

83 

49 

3 

— 

42 

20 

— 

— 

128 

69 

7.  Total  attendances  of  all  persons  at 

the  out-patient  Clinic  who  were 
suffering  from 

900 

.440 

9 

— 

1599 

544 

167 

30 

2675 

1014 

8.  Aggregate  number  of  “  In-patient 

days”  of  treatment  given  to 
persons  who  were  suffering  from ... 

40 

— 

• 

— 

20 

49 

16 

12 

76 

61 

*  There  were  10  males  and  6  females  who  had  a  negative  Wasserman  re-action  for 
more  than  one  year  and  less  than  two  years. 


Go 


For  detection  of 

For 

Wasserman 

Reaction. 

9.  Examinations  of  Pathological 
material : — 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  exam¬ 

ined  at,  and  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of,  the  Treatment 
Centre . 

( b )  Specimens  from  persons 
attending  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  which  were  sent  for 
examination  to  an  approved 
laboratory 

Spirochetes. 

Gonococci. 

Other 

Organisms. 

4 

89 

— 

239 

Statement  Showing  the  Services  Rendered  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  During  the  Year,  Classified  According  to  the 
x\reas  in  which  the  Patients  Reside. 


Name  of  County  or  County  Borough  (or 
Country  in  the  case  of  persons  residing 
elsewhere  than  in  England  or  Wales). 

Warrington 

|  Lancashire 

1 

Cheshire 

j  Other 

i  .  ! 

Total 

A.  Number  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt  with 
during  the  year  at  or  in  connection  with 
the  out-patient  Clinic  for  the  first  time  and 
found  suffering  from  : — 

Syphilis  . 

9 

10 

74 

Soft  Chancre  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Gonorrhoea . 

29 

7 

7 

3 

46 

^Conditions  other  than  venereal . 

40 

8 

12 

1 

61 

Total 

125 

24 

29 

4 

182 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances  at  the  out-patient 
Clinic  of  all  patients  residing  in  each  area... 

2639 

405 

634 

11 

3689 

C.  Aggregate  number  of  “In-patient  days”  of  all 
patients  residing  in  each  area  . 

85 

— 

52 

— 

137 

D.  Number  of  doses  of  /  1.  Out-patient  Clinic 

601 

119 

144 

_ 

864 

Salvarsan  sub-  j 
stitutes  given  in  | 

the  : —  1  2.  In-patient  Dept. 

„  . . . . .  . 

— 

_  1 

— 

*  Including  cases  stated  to  have  been  treated  in  Army  or  otherwise  for  V.D.,  and 
in  whom  provocative  tests  proved  negative. 


66 


RETURN—  -continued. 


E.  Names  of  Salvarsan  Substitutes  used  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilis  and  the  usual  initial 
and  final  doses. 


N  o  varsenobil  Ion — 
Males,  0.45 — 06 
Females,  0‘3 — 045 


F. 


Number  of  doses  of  Salvarsan  substitutes 
usually  given  in  a  full  course  of  treatment. 


N.A.B. — 

7  in  early  cases. 

10  in  late  cases. 

Repeated  if  Wasserman  positive 


G. 

H. 


Proportion  of  cases,  approximately,  in  which 
Salvarsan  substitutes  are  used  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilis. 

The  nature  of  tests  applied  in  deciding  as  to  dis¬ 
charge  of  patients  (referred  to  in  item  5) 


In  all  cases  except  infants 


For  Syphilis — Wasserman  re¬ 
action  every  3  months  for  2 
years  with  provocative  N.A.B 
at  end  of  1st  and  2nd  year. 

For  Gonorrhoea — Metal  bougie 
and  prostatic  massage  silver 
nitrate  solution.  One  or  more 
injections  of  vaccine. 


The  number  of  attendances  at  the  Warrington  Centre  is  not 
great,  but  the  cases  are  not  required  to  attend  too  frequently,  except 
where  absolutely  necessary.  In  other  instances  supplies  of 
medicine  are  given  which  will  last  for  two  or  three  weeks  to  suit 
the  convenience  of  the  patient. 

The  figures  given  in  the  preceding  summaries  include  the  num¬ 
ber  of  patients  who  attend  for  irrigation,  etc.,  under  the  supervision 
of  an  orderly  in  the  case  of  male  patients  and  a  nurse  for  female 
patients.  The  Centre  is  open  daily  for  this  purpose  until  6.30 
p.m.,  and  many  patients  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
facilities,  especially  males,  when  going  to  or  from  their'  work. 
Early  preventive  treatment,  too,  is  afforded,  but  very  little  use  is 
made  of  it  by  the  community,  and  these  measures  carried  out  at  a 
Centre  are  more  or  less  impracticable  for  the  major  part  of  the 
population. 

% 

There  is  a  certain  amount  of  diffidence  among,  some  of  the 
patients,  especially  the  females,  of  attending  the  Clinic,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  they  have  to  sat  in  a  waiting-room  with  others,  and 
may  be  seen  by  acquaintances. 

The  appointment  of  Dr.  Helen  Hogg,  at  the  beginning  of  1920, 
as  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  and  part  of  whose  duties  are  in  connection  with  the  scheme 
for  treating  Venereal  Diseases,  has  enabled  us  to  obviate  this  diffi¬ 
culty  to  some  extent. 

Dr.  Hogg  attends  at  the  Women’s  Out-Patient  Clinic  at  the 
Infirmary,  and  in  addition  is  always  willing  to  make  private 
appointments  with  patients,  if  necessary,  either  at  the  Health 
Department,  Aikin  Street  Hospital,  or  the  Maternity  Home, 
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In  addition  to  the  case®  treated  in  Warrington,  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  attend  for  treatment  at  other  Clinics  in  neighbouring  towns. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Warrington  patients 
treated  in  Manchester  and  Southport,  and  for  whom  an  account  has 
been  submitted  to  us  by  the  latter  Authority:  — 

Particulars  relating  to  all  persons  ordinarily  resident  within  the 
County  Borough  of  Warrington  who  were  treated  at  Man¬ 
chester  Treatment  Centres  during  the  year  ending  31st  Dec¬ 
ember,  1920. 


Hospital  for 

St.  Luke’s 
Hospital. 

Manchester 

Southport 

Skin 

Diseases 

Royal 

Infirmary. 

V.D. 

Clinic. 

A 

No.  of  persons  dealt 
with  during  the  year 
at  or  in  connection 
with  the  Out-patient 
Clinic  for  the  first 
time  and  found  to  be 
suffering  from — - 
Syphilis 

i 

1 

2 

2 

— 

Soft  Chancre 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  ... 
Conditions 

— 

2 

2 

1 

other  than 
Venereal ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

5 

5 

. 

2 

B 

No.  of  attendences 
at  the  Out-patients 
Clinic 

42 

31 

36 

12 

G 

Aggregate  No.  of 
In-patient  days 

— 

— 

— 

— 

D 

No.  of  doses  of  Sal- 
varsan  substitutes 

given  in  the 

(1)  Out-patient 

Clinic  ... 

— 

8 

5 

— 

(2)  In-patient 

dept.  ... 
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INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT  OF  EXPECTANT 
MOTHERS  SUFFERING  FROM  VENEREAL 

DISEASES. 

The  provision  of  treatment  for  such  cases  is  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  hitherto  the  facilities  for  dealing  with  expectant 
mothers  suffering  from  these  diseases  have  been  few. 

A  few  beds  have  been  set  aside  at  Aikin  Street  for  these  cases, 
and  during  1920  five  patients  were  admitted. 

Further  extension  of  these  facilities  in  connection  with  our 
Maternity  Home  is  contemplated  when  possible. 

No.  of  cases  admitted  to  Aikin  Street  Hospital  ...  5 

Average  duration  of  stay  ...  ...  ...21.8  clays 

No  of  confinements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  living  children  born  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  injections  (N.A.B.)  given  ...  ...  ...  13 

Of  the  5  mothers  admitted,  4  were  suffering  from  syphilis  and 
1  from  gonorrhoea,  and  the  condition  on  discharge  of  both  mothers 
and  infants  was  satisfactory. 

Of  the  4  syphilitic  patients,  3  are  still  attending  the  Clinic 
with  their  babies.  The  remaining  one  was  ultimately  admitted  to 
Whitecross  Infirmary,  from  which  institution  she  attended  the 
Clinic  every  week,  until  recently,  when  she  was  discharged,  and 
has  left  the  district. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  one  case  of  syphilis  was  admitted  to 
the  Isolation  Ward  at  the  Maternity  Home.  Two  injections  of 
salvarsan  substitute  were  given,  and  she  was  advised  to  attend  the 
Clinic  on  'her  discharge,  with  her  baby. 

Further,  the  above  patients  all  regularly  attend  at  our  Welfare 
Centres. 


3.— PROVISION  OF  SALVARSAN  SUBSTITUTES. 

The  conditions  under  which  free  supplies  of  Salvarsan 
substitutes  are  available  for  medical  practitioners  for  the  treatment 
of  their  patients  were  given  in  my  Report  for  1918. 

At  present,  in  addition  to  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Health 
Department,  5  private  practitioners  out  of  80  have 
applied,  and  as  they  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  have  been  supplied  with  the  various  preparations  desired. 
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The  amount  and  kind  of  Salvarsan  substitute  supplied  during 
1920  is  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 


To  Private  Practitioners — 
Novarsenobillon 

gramme. 

...  0*8  - 

2° 

7  7  *  *  ’ 

...  0-45  - 

21 

7  7  •  •  • 

...  0-6 

41 

Galyl  ... 

...  0*40  - 

2 

To  Maternity  Home — 

Novarsenobillon 

...  0-45 

4 

To  Aikin  Street  Hospital 
Novarsenbillon 

...  0*15  = 

1 

, ,  ... 

...  0*8  = 

, ,  ... 

..  0-45  = 

19 

To  Treatment  Centre — 

Novarsenbillon 

...  015  - 

26 

7  7  ‘  *  * 

...  0-8  = 

185 

7  7  *  •  * 

...  0-45  - 

815 

7  7  •  *  * 

...  0-6  = 

544 

Galyl  ... 

...  *80  = 

4 

7  7  *  •  •  #  *  *  *  •  * 

...  -40 

10 

doses. 

7  7 
77 
7  7 


7  7 


7  7 
7  7 
7  7 


7  7 
7  7 


7  7 
7  7 
7  7 


1,129  doses 

(Compared  with  282  doses  in  1919,  230  doses  in  1918,  and  181  in  1917). 


*  These  are  the  quantities  supplied  by  us  and  are  not  necessarily  the 
doses  administered  to  patients,  as  these  quantities  may  be  split 
up  at  the  time  of  use.  The  actual  number  of  doses  given  to 
patients  at  the  Treatment  Centre  is  shown  on  page  64. 


4. -EDUCATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC. 

As  in  previous  years  lectures  have  been  held  and  leaflets 
dealing  with  the  ravages  of  these  diseases,  the  necessity  of  early 
and  thorough  treatment  and  the  methods  of  prevention  have  been 
distributed. 

A  special  lecture  for  men  only  was  delivered  in  the  Parr  Hall 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  supported  by  the  Mayor  and  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee;  whilst  a  special 
lecture  for  women  was  given  by  I)r.  Harriett  McKenna,  of  Liver¬ 
pool  . 


GENERAL  REMARKS  ON  THE  SCHEME. 

Although  only  3  deaths  were  ascribed  to  Venereal  Diseases 
during  1920  in  Warrington,  we  know  that  this  is  no  true  indication 
of  the  amount  of  disease  among  the  population. 
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It  is  well  known  that  of  recent  years  throughout  the  country 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  Venereal  Disease,  and  probably  only  a 
small  proportion  of  the  sufferers  are  coming  forward  for  treatment. 
There  were  182  new  cases  attended  at  the  Treatment  Centre, 
compared  with  197  the  previous  year,  and  100  in  1918.  The  total 
number  of  attendances  is  the  largest  on  record,  see  table  page  68. 
The  aggregate  number  of  “in-patient”  days  treatment  given  to 
sufferers  is  small,  owing  to  the  use  of  Novarsenobillon  instead  of 
Kharsivan  and  the  administration  of  this  drug  in  the  Out-patient 
Department.  This  has  had  a  good  effect,  too,  in  inducing  patients 
to  attend  more  regularly. 

Although  there  is  still  a  large  proportion  of  persons  who 
cease  attending  before  the  course  of  treatment  is  completed,  there 
is  improvement  in  this  respect  compared  with  previous  years  :  — - 

Percentage  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend  the  Centre  before 
completing  the  course  of  treatment  for 

SYPHILIS.  GONORRHCEA, 


M.  F. 

In  1920  ...  20-5%  18-8% 

In  1919  ...  28-07%  21-4% 


M.  F. 

19-04%  8-5% 

82-5%  26  6% 


In  addition  to  these,  however,  in  1920  there  were  nearly  as 
many  who  ceased  to  attend  after  finishing  the  course  before  the 
final  test  as  to  whether  their  disease  had  been  cured. 


It  will  be  setui  on  page  69  that  there  is  an  enormous  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  the  Salvarsan  substitutes  used  each  year: — 1,129 
closes  in  1920,  compared  with  282  in  1919.  A  larger  amount  of 
Kharsivan  was  used  by  private  practitioners. 


With  regard  to  the  use  that  is  made  of  the  facilities  for 
diagnosis  (page  62),  there  is  again  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  blood  tests.  Fewer  specimens  have  been  taken  by 
general  practitioners,  but  this  is  mainly  owing  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  now  referring  their  patients  to  the  Centre  or  to  the 
M.O.H.  for  tests. 

Again,  few  specimens  have  been  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  private  practitioners,  although  there  is  a  total 
increase  from  65  specimens  examined  in  1919  to  129  specimens  in 
1920.  Altogether  it  may  be  said  that  the  local  practitioners  are 
making  more  use  each  year  of  the  facilities  provided. 

The  greater  part  of  the  work  carried  on  by  Local  Authorities 
consists  of  treating  these  diseases  once  they  are  contracted,  and  in 
this  way  it  is  hoped  to  limit  the  spread  of  disease.  More,  however, 
is  needed  than  this,  and  true  prevention  must  begin  earlier.  The 
public  must  be  taught  how  these  diseases  may  be  avoided  by 
immediate  personal  disinfection,  a  system  often  referred  to  as 
prophylaxis.  Early  disinfection  under  the  term  early  preventive 
treatment  is  now  officially  recognised  and  carried  out  at  most  V.D. 
Clinics  and  other  centres,  but  as  time  is  the  one  essential  factor 
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this  system  is  impracticable  and  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  achieve 
its  object. 

Many  of  the  advocates  of  this  early  preventive  treatment 
not  only  oppose  prophylaxis  or  immediate  personal  disinfection, 
but  strongly  condemn  it,  although  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
really  essential  difference  in  principle  between  the  two  systems. 
If  to  teach  prophylaxis  or  personal  prevention  is  wrong,  then  to 
teach  early  preventive  treatment  is  Surely  wrong. 

Warrington  was  the  first  Local  Authority  to  pass  a  resolution 
in  favour  of  prophylaxis  (February,  1918),  and  since  then  support 
for  the  movement  has  rapidly  grown. 

It  is  obvious  to  everyone  that  the  best  and  most  certain  method 
of  avoiding  Venereal  Disease  is  to  abstain  from  promiscuous  sexual 
intercourse.  However,  the  results  of  the  ravages  of  these  diseases 
are  so  terrible  and  far-reaching  that  the  fact  that  these  diseases 
may  be  prevented  by  immediate  self-disinfection  at  the  time  of 
exposure  to  risk  must  be  made  known  to  all. 


VENEKEAL  DISEASES  ACT,  1917. 

The  Venereal  Diseases  Act,  1917,  provides  by  Subsection  (1) 
of  Section  1  that  a  person  shall  not,  unless  he  is  a  duly  qualified 
medical  practitioner,  for  reward  either  direct  or  indirect,  treat 
any  person  for  venereal  disease  or  prescribe  any  remedy  therefor, 
or  give  any  advice  in  connection  with  the  treatment  thereof, 
whether  the  advice  is  given  to  the  person  to  be  treated  or  to  any 
other  person.  The  Act  further  provides  by  Section  3  that  if  any 
person  acts  in  contravention  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
he  shall  be  liable  on  conviction  on  indictment  to  imprisonment, 
with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years, 
or  on  summary  conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds,  or  to  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  six  months. 

So  far  no  prosecutions  have  been  undertaken  by  the  Local 
Police,  but  the  matter  is  receiving  close  attention. 


f 
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Infantile  Mortality  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Work  in 

the  Borough. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


The  total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  in  1920  was 
205,  compared  with  159  the  year  before. 

\ 

The  births  in  1920,  however,  totalled  2,272,  against  1,654  the 
previous  year,  so  that  the  infantile  mortality  rate  ( i.e .,  the  number 
of  deaths  of  infants  per  1,000  births)  works  out  at  88  per  1,000, 
compared  with  96  per  1,000  in  1919. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  for  the  fifth  year  in  succession  our 
infantile  death-rate  has  not  exceeded  100  per  1,000,  and  that  the 
rate  for  1920  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  the  town.  From  the 
table  on  page  10  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Warrington  rate  is  con¬ 
siderably  lower  than  any  other  industrial  Lancashire  town,  except 
Barrow-in-Furness. 

The  table  on  page  78  shows  the  causes  of  death  at  various 
ages  under  12  months. 

The  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  premature  birth,  atrophy, 
marasnus,  and  debility  ( i.e .,  ante-natal  causes,  or  causes  acting 
before  the  birth  of  the  child),  was  65,  or  28  per  1,000  births,  com¬ 
pared  with  67,  or  40  per  1,000  births,  in  1919. 

Apart  from  these,  the  chief  group  of  diseases  killing  the  babies 
before  they  reach  the  age  of  one  year  are  the  respiratory  diseases, 
bronchitis,  and  pneumonia,  with  a  total  of  22  per  1,000  children 
born . 

t 

Three  deaths  were  ascribed  to  syphilis,  but  this  is  probably  far 
from  being  a  true  representation  of  the  numbers. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  children  born  in  1920  was  82,  of 
which  13  died,  giving  a  rate  of  158  per  1,000,  compared  with  87  per 
1,000  for  legitimate  children. 
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TABLE  IV.  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WARRINGTON. 
INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1920, 
Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1  Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks.  j 

2-3  Weeks. 

8-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

03* 

3 

O 

cc 

- 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months,  j 

i- 

i  9-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

All  Causes : 

Certified . 

3G 

12 

11 

4 

1 

j  03 

!  43 

!•  or 
do 

26 

1 

23 

90 

Uncertified . 

8 

*  • 

•  • 

2 

10 

0 

iW 

1 

1 

i 

15 

Smallpox  . 

•  « 

•  • 

•  • 

Chickenpox . 

.. 

•  • 

,  , 

•  ■ 

•  • 

Measles . 

• 

3 

4 

7 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Whooping  Cough  ..  . . 

•  * 

2 

•  • 

2 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

,  , 

#  # 

,  , 

*  • 

«  • 

Erysipelas  . 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

#  4 

1 

•'  • 

1 

,  . 

,  . 

,  , 

# 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases  . 

.. 

.. 

1 

1 

Meningitis  (not  Tubercu¬ 
lous)  . 

•  • 

1 

•  « 

•  • 

1 

2 

Convulsions  . . 

f  5 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

12 

Laryngitis  . 

Bronchitis  . 

1 

1 

2 

9 

4 

5 

4 

24 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

5 

9 

4 

8 

26 

Diarrhoea  . 

2 

6 

3 

11 

Enteritis  . 

1 

1 

I  6 

3 

2 

•  *■ 

12 

Gastritis . 

2 

1 

3 

Syphilis . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  « 

3 

Rickets . 

Suffocation,  overlving.. 

•  • 

1 

i 

Injury  at  Birth 

|  2 

2 

2 

Atelectasis  . 

Congenital  Malforma¬ 
tions  . 

1 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Premature  Birth  . . 

22 

4 

2 

28 

4 

32 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
Marasmus  . . 

4 

6 

2 

3 

15 

7 

6  ! 

4 

1 

33 

Other  Causes . 

8 

I 

3 

1 

13 

r* 

i 

4 

•  • 

•  •  | 

24 

Totals . 

\  44 

12 

11 

6 
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4u 

36 

27 

24 

205 

Births  in  the  year 


Deaths  in  the  year 


f  Legitimate 
l  Illegitimate 

f  Legitimate 
(  Illegitimate 


2,190 

82 

192 

13 
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EPIDEMIC  DIARRHOEA. 

It  is  several  years  since<  there  has  been  a  serious  outbreak  of 
Epidemic  Diarrhoea  in  Warrington.  In  the  death  returns,  deaths 
from  enteritis  and  gastritis  are  included  with  those  from  diarrhoea, 
and  the  total  occurring  in  infants  under  12  months  of  age  in  1920 
was  26,  of  which  19  were  infants  between  one  month  and  six  months 
of  age. 

In  the  Registrar’s  Table  on  page  the  diarrhoea  death-rate 
is  worked  out  for  all  children  under  two  years  of  age.  The  number 
of  deaths  of  children  under  z.  years  of  age  from  diarrhoea  and  allied 
diseases  during  last  year  was  31 .  Although  this  is  apparently  a 
large  number,  only  9  were  actually  certified  as  due  to  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea. 

The  third  quarter  being  the  most  likely  season  for  these 
epidemics,  especially  after  a  hot,  dry  summer  and  autumn,  we 
have  taken  special  precautions  now  for  several  years,  and  probably 
these  have  had  some  effect  in  the  reduction  of  late. 

(1.)  Notices  are  posted  and  leaflets  distributed  detailing  the 
seriousness  of  the  disease  and  methods  of  prevention. 

(2.)  Efforts  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  homes  are  specially 
directed,  on  those  areas  known  from  past  experience  to  be  likely 
to  suffer.  Mothers  are  specially  urged  not  to  wean  their  babies 
during  the  hot  weather,  shown  how  to  preserve  and  store  milk 
and  other  foods  in  order  to  prevent  contamination  by  flies,  how 
to  detect  early  signs  of  disease,  and  how  to  obtain  medical 
advice,  etc. 

(3.)  Special  lectures  are  held  at  the  Consultation  Centres. 

(4.)  Our  measures  against  flies  are  strictly  enforced:  — 

(d)  All  horse  manure  must  be  removed  weekly,  under 
the  local  bye-laws. 

( b )  The  Cleansing  Superintendent  pays  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  removal  of  household  and  other  refuse. 

(c)  The  courts  and  alleys  in  the  poorer  quarters  of 
the  town  are  frequently  and  regularly  washed  down,  under 
special  arrangements  with  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

(d)  Placards  and  leaflets  dealing  with  the  fly  nuisance 
are  distributed,  and  the  attention  of  the  smaller  shop¬ 
keepers  is  specially  drawn  to*  the  danger. 

(e)  A  special  lesson  on  the  subject  is  given  in  every 
school  to  the  senior  children  just  before  the  summer 
holidays. 

(5.)  Parents  and  others  are  encouraged  to  notify  us  at  once 
on  the  occurrence  of  cases,  in  order  that  we  may  offer  them  all 
facilities,  such  as:  — 

(a)  Special  milk  in  necessitous  cases. 

(h)  Free  nursing  attendance  in  the  homes. 

(c)  Removal  to  hosoital  of  serious  cases. 

( d )  Free  supply  of  disinfectants,  etc. 
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DEATHS  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  AND  OVER 
ONE  YEAR  BUT  UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE, 
OCCURRING  DURING  THE  YEARS  1909  to  1920. 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  of  children  during 
the  first  few  years  of  life  contrasted  for  the  past  ten  years. 

No.  of 


Year. 

Births.  Under  1. 

1  to  2. 

2  to  3. 

3  to  4. 

4  to  5 

Total. 

1909 

9  no 

...  jj-i 

140 

66 

30 

20 

548 

1910 

252 

72 

23 

14 

8 

369 

1911 

299 

106 

28 

24 

14 

471 

1912 

192 

92 

58 

19 

14 

375 

1913 

289 

101 

29 

22 

13 

454 

1914 

249 

96 

43 

16 

20 

424 

1915 

211 

81 

35 

35 

22 

384 

1916 

171 

65 

23 

23 

11 

293 

1917 

141 

61 

31 

20 

15 

268 

1918 

164 

74 

48 

35 

13 

384 

1919 

159 

57 

30 

18 

11 

275 

1920 

205 

41 

15 

9 

8 

218 

STILL-BIRTH  INVESTIGATIONS. 

Altogether  97  still-births  occurring  in  the  town  during  1920 
came  to  our  knowledge,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  visits  were 
paid  and  tactful  investigations  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitors 
into  the  cases.*  Of  these  cases  34  wrere  not  visited  owing  to  a 
doctor  having  been  in  attendance. 


The  probable  causes  ascribed  for  the  death  of  the  foetus  were: 


Causes  Acting  Before  Labour. 
Syphilis 
Prematurity  ... 

Ante  -par  fcu  m  Haemorrhage 
Illness  of  the  Mother 
Causes  .Acting  During  Labour. 
Malpresentation 
Deformity  of  the  Child 
Precipitate  Labours  (born  before 
Contracted  Pelvis  ... 

Twin  Birth  ... 

No  cause  elicited 


arrival 


of  skilled  assistance) 


) 


6 

6 

1 

11 

1 


2  - 


27 


63 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

In  the  table,  page  76,  some  particulars  are  given  of  the  cases 
of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during  the  year.  Altogether 
t  14  cases  were  notified.  Every  endeavour  is  made  to  induce  the 

parents  to  allow  the  child  to  receive  institutional  treatment,  and 
this  is  generally  agreed  to,  at  any  rate  in  the  most  severe  cases, 

It  will  he  seen  that  partial  blindness  occurred  in  one  case,  as  a 
result  of  this  dangerous  disease,  which  is  one  of  the  consequences 
of  Venereal  Disease. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM  CASES,  1920. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

t 

During  1920  there  were  7  deaths  of  mothers  from  the  accidents 
and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition,  excluding  4  deaths  from 
puerperal  fever. 

The  causes  of  death  were  :  — 

Placenta  prsevia  .  2 

Puerperal  eclampsia .  3 

Heart  failure  following  confinement..  1 
Post-par  turn  haemorrhage  .  1 

7 

P%er peral  Fever. 

Altogether  7  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified,  of  which 
4  died.  Six  of  the  cases  were  delivered  in  their  own  homes,  but  it 
is  noteworthy  that  in  only  one  instance  was  there  any  overcrowding. 
Two  of  the  oases  were  treated  in  the  Union  Infirmary  and  three  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  1919  there  were  only  three  cases,  but  the  following  table 
shows  that  the  incidence  in  1920  was  not  excessive  compared  with 
previous  years,  owing  to  the  larger  number  of  births:  — 


No.  of  Cases  of  Puerperal  Uever  during  last  10  Years. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 

1920. 

Number  of 
Births  ... 

2036 

2071 

2204 

2225 

1893 

1757 

1582 

1625 

1654 

2382 

Number  of 
cases  of 
Puerperal 
Fever 

10 

12 

7 

10 

5 

10 

1 

11 

3 

7 

Percentage  ... 

•48 

•57 

•31 

•44 

•26 

•57 

•06 

•67 

•18 

•29 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILI)  WELFARE  WORK. 

The  various  causes  of  death  in  mothers  and  infants  have  been 
considered  in  the  preceding  pages. 

The  measures  that  have  been  adopted  to  attempt  to  diminish 
the  mortality  and  permanent  injury  to  health  due  to  these  causes, 
are  grouped  under  the  heading  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work, 
though  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  all  our  general  sanitary 
measures,  in  so  far  as  they  deal  with  the  home,  have  a  more  potent 
effect  on  the  mother  and  the  child  than  on  any  other  section  of  the 
community. 

This  department  of  the  work — in  accordance  with  the  Act  of 
1918 — is  controlled  by  a  special  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee,  composed  of  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  together 


* 


* 
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with  two  ladies  (Mrs.  Hazledine  and  Mrs.  Langdale)  specially 
co-opted  for  the  purpose. 

The  arrangements  made  in  this  Borough  for  attending  to  the 
health  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  include  the  following  branches :  — 

1.  The  supervision  of  the  midwifery  service  under  the  Mid- 

wives’  Acts  of  1902  and  1918. 

2.  The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  homes,  including 

the  administration  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts. 

3.  Consultation  Centres  for  mothers  and  children,  together 

with  treatment  for  certain  minor  ailments. 

4.  Supervision  of  and  consultations  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

5.  Maternity  Home  for  institutional  treatment  of  mothers 

before,  during  or  after  labour. 

6.  Hospital  accommodation  for  mothers  suffering  from:  — 

(a)  Puerperal  .Fever. 

(b)  Venereal  Diseases  during  pregnancy. 

7.  Hospital  accommodation  for  infants  and  children  suffering 

from:  — 

(a)  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough. 

(b)  Marasmus,  Debility  and  Dietetic  Ailments. 

( c)  Opthalmia^Neonat  orum. 

8.  Home  nursing  of  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or 

Pneumonia,  arising  from  these  diseases,  Puerperal 
Fever,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea. 

9.  Supply  of  milk  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  to 

children  under  five  years  of  age. 

10.  Day  Nursery  and  Creche  for  children  whose  mothers  have 

to  go  out  to  work  during  the  day. 

11.  Supervision  of  children  put  out  to  nurse  and  of  illegiti¬ 

mate  children. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done,  a  Lady 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Helen  Hogg)  was  appointed  to  help 
in  this  department,  and  commenced  duty  on  the  1st  January,  1920. 


1 -SUPERVISION  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  MID- 
WIVES  PRACTISING  IN  THE  BOROUGH, 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902  &  1918 

There  were  during  1920,  24  midwives  registered  as  practising 
in  the  town,  9  of  these  also  having  practices  outside  the  Borough. 
Of  these,  12  hold  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Mid  wives’  Board. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  report  any  case  to  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board  during  the  year.  In  one  case  a  midwife  was  sent 
for  and  severely  reprimanded  for  a  minor  breach  of  the  rules.  The 
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duties  of  the  Inspector  of  Midwives,  who  also  acts  as  a  Health 
Visitor,  have  been  given  in  previous  reports. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  : —  1920 

Number  of  visits  to  midwives  and  homes...  ...  117 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  during  lying-in  period 

in  order  to  investigate  midwife’s  work  ...  15 

Number  of  visits  to  midwives, re  disinfection  after 

exposure  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  20 

Number  of  classes  held  for  instruction  of  midwives  4 

Number  of  notifications  of  sending  for  medical 

aid  received  from  midwives  ...  ...  569 

Number  of  notifications  of  artificial  feeding  ...  9 

Number  of  notifications  of  deaths  of  mother  or 

child  before  attendance  of  a  doctor  ...  6 

(babies) 

In  addition  to  this  various  visits  to  enquire  into  cases  of  still¬ 
birth,  abortion,  puerperal  fever,  etc.,  are  shown  in  the  summary 
of  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  (page  82). 


In  every  case  of  difficulty,  the  Midwife,  in  accordance  with  the 
Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  must  advise  that  medical 
aid  he  sought,  and  must  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that 
this  has  been  done.  During  1920,  569  notifications  were  received 
in  this  connection,  and  for  the  following  cases:  — 


Difficult  Labour  ... 
Malpresentation  ... 

A nte-p artu m  Haemorrhage 
P  o  st  -  pa  r  tu  m  Haem  or  rh  ag  e 
Illness  during  Pregnancy 
Complications  after  Labour 
Condition  of  Infant 
Miscarriages 
Still-births 
Abortions 


1920 

153 

29 

26 

11 

51 

155 

128 

2 

10 

4 


569 


r 


The  Midwives’  Act  of  1918,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
January,  1919,  among  other  provisions,  requires  the  Local  Super¬ 
vising  Authority  to  pay  the  fee  (according  to  a  fixed  scale)  of  the 
practitioner  called  in  by  a  midwife  in  any  emergency. 

The  original  scale  was  in  operation  throughout  1920,  and  as  it 
was  given  in  my  Report  for  1919,  it  will  not  be  reproduced  here. 
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Accounts  for  attendance  were  submitted  to  the  Local  Authority  in 


94  instances  as  follows:  — 

Difficult  Labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  3 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ruptured  Perinseum  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Adherent  Placenta  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Illness  during  Pregnancy  ...  ...  ...  7 

Abortions,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Still-births  ...  ...  ... 

Condition  of  Infant  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Complications  after  Labour  ...  ...  ...  7 

Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total .  94 


The  fees  paid  by  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
as  follows :  — 

Fees  under  (1)  45  at  £2  2s. 

„  ,,  (2)  21  at  £1  Is . 

,,  ,,  (3)  —  at  £1  Is. 

,,  ,,  (4)  54  Visits  at  3s.  6d. 

,,  ,,  14  ,,  ,,  7s.  6d.  ... 


year  1920 

£  s.  d. 
94  10  0 
22  1  0 

9  9  0 

5  5  0 


were 


134 


£131  5  0 


Investigation  Into  Outbreaks  of  Pemphigus  X  eonatorum  occurring 
in  the  Practices  of  Midwives. 

During  1920  there  were  three  separate  outbreaks  of  this  serious 
disease,  which  is  characterised  by  the  formation  of  rapidly - 
spreading  septic  spots  and  blisters  on  the  body  of  the  newly-born 
infant. 

1st  outbreak  •  End  July  7  cases  4  deaths 

2nd  ,,  September  4  ,,  2  ,, 

3rd  ,,  December  5  ,,  1  ,, 
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Each  outbreak  was  limited  to  the  practice  of  a  different  mid¬ 
wife,  and  the  precautions  taken  at  once  prevented  any  further 
spread  of  the  disease. 

Steps  were  taken  immediately  to  stop  the  midwife  from  prac¬ 
tising  until  we  were  satisfied  that  adequate  disinfection  had  been 
effected,  which  included  the  destruction  of  all  ligatures,  lint,  tow, 
wool,  and  powder,  etc.,  that  were  being  used  by  her. 

Further  special  lectures  on  the  subject  were  given  to  all  the 
midwives  in  the  area  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer.  As  a  certain 
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amount  of  suspicion  rested  on  the  dusting  powders  used,  the 
chemist  supplying  it  was  approached  about  the  matter.  He 
willingly  co-operated  with  us,  and  submitted  samples  to  Professor 
Delepine,  at  Manchester,  for  bacteriological  examination,  who  gave 
his  opinion  that  the  powder  was  not  the  cause  of  the  outbreak. 


2. —THE  WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITORS. 

The  basis  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  the  notification 
of  Births  Act,  which  provides  that-  every  birth  occurring  in  the 
Borough  must  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  within 
36  hours  of  its  occurrence. 

With  this  early  information  it  is  possible  for  our  nurses  to 
render  assistance  to  the  mother,  if  required,  in  bringing  up  her 
child  from  the  earliest  age. 

To  check  the  notifications  we  have  the  assistance  of  the 
Registrar  with  the  particulars  he  receives  at  the  time  of  the  regis¬ 
tration  of  the  birth — but  this  may  be  any  time  up  to  6  weeks 
after  birth. 

k 

In  addition,  careful  inquiries  are  made  by  the  Health  Visitors 
into  the  deaths  of  infants  occurring  in  the  town,  and  a  return  is 
regularly  received  from  the  Registrar  at  the  Cemetery  of  all  still¬ 
births  that  come  to  his  knowledge. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACTS,  1907  and  1912. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  Warrington  registered 
in  1920  was  2,272. 

The  notifications  received  by  us  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Acts  do  not  correspond  with  these,  for  reasons  given  in 
former  reports,  and  were 

Number  of  births  notified  ...  2,360  ...  9*9  percent. 

,,  ,,  ,,  not  notified  22  ...  0  9  per  cent. 

(out  of  these  19  were 
attended  by  doctors). 


Total  ...  2,382 


The  notifications  were  received  as  follows:  — 
From  Doctors 
,,  Midwives 
,,  Parents 

,,  Institutions  ....  ... 


...  115 

...  2,063 
1 

203 


2,382 


Total  ... 
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The  births  in  the  Borough  were  attended  by  Midwives  alone 
in  54  per  cent,  of  cases. 

Attended  by  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  1,294 

,,  ,,  Doctors 

Engaged  for  case  previously  522 
Called  in  ...  ...  ...  363 

-  885 

Attended  in  Institutions  ...  ...  203 

2,882 


During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  an  addi¬ 
tional  Health  Visitor,  making  five  in  all.  The  town  is  divided  into 
five  districts,  each  nurse  being  responsible  for  one.  One  of  the 
Health  Visitors  also  combines  the  duties  of  Inspector  of  Midwives 
with  her  work,  and  another  that  of  lecturer  at  the  Welfare  Centres. 

Their  duties  have  been  detailed  in  previous  reports,  and  a 
summar}?-  only  of  the  work  will  be  given  here. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


1920. 

1919. 

1918. 

1917. 

First  Visits  to  Infants 

2,180 

1,644 

1,466 

1,407 

Total  Visits  to  Infants,  Re-visits.. 

6,233 

6,258 

6,668 

5,058 

Infant  Death  Inquiries 

151 

101 

150 

130 

Visits  to  Children,  aged  1 — 5  yrs. 

6,367 

6,235 

7,471 

4,140 

Inquiries  into  Deaths,  1 — 5  years 

50 

84 

129 

117 

Re-visits  and  Visits  to  Expectant 

Mothers 

1,731 

1,410 

512 

618 

Still-birth  and  Abortion  Investi- 

gations . 

55 

60 

29 

53 

Visits  to  Children  Out  to  Nurse  ... 

119 

210 

- - 

— 

,,  ,,  Illegitimate  Children 

229 

— 

— 

- - 

,,  ,,  Measles  Cases 

356 

154 

— 

_ 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  ,, 

17 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  ,, 

50 

— 

— 

_ 

,  ,,  Ophthalmia  ,, 

16 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Cripples . 

86 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Dirty  Homes 

249 

286 

— 

_ 

,,  ,,  Consultation  Centres 

231 

218 

136 

144 

Other  Visits  . 

705 

511 

402 

149 

Nuisances  Reported 

192 

289 

173 

75 

Interviews  with  Parents  at  Health 

Department 

182 

— 

— 

- 
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3.— THE  WORK  OF  THE  CONSULTATION  CENTRES 

For  practically  the  whole  of  the  year  there  were  three  centres 
at  work  in  the  town. 

Brick  Street  Centre  was  open  the  whole  year. 

Wash  Lane  Centre,  Latchford,  was  opened  on  January  22nd, 
1920. 

Catherine  Street  Centre,  Bewsey,  was  open  from  the  beginning 
of  the  year  until  it  was  closed  in  June. 

Liverpool  Boad  Centre  was  opened  on  July  23rd,  1920. 

A  great  deal  of  the  work  of  these  Centres  is  carried  on  by 
voluntary  workers,  and  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  these  ladies  for 
many  years’  of  patient  work. 

In  order  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  working  of  the  Centres,  a 
short  report  was  drawn  up  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  fixing 
a  time-table  and  giving  details  of  the  hours  of  attendance  and  duties 
of  both  voluntary  helpers  and  officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 
Copies  were  supplied  to  all  the  workers. 

The  attendances  of  mothers  and  children  during  the  year  have 
been  as  follows:  — 


Attendances. 

Mothers 

Infants. 

Children 

1  to  5  years 

Brick  Street  ,  A* 

{ Av.  weekly 

4563 

101 

3085 

69 

2146 

48 

T  i  if  (Total 

Latchford  . . .  -1  A  ,  , 

(  Av.  weekly 

2473 

60 

1727 

42 

979 

23 

t 

t  *  i  o  ( I  otal  ... 

Liverpool Jtioad  \  .  .  , 

r  (Av.  weekly 

1267 

57 

903 

41 

394 

18 

Bewsey  ...  (Total 

694 

552 

172 

(now  closed)  (  Av.  weekly 

30 

24 

7 

Comparing  the  total  attendances  with  those  of 

recent  years  we 

see  there  is  a  very  large  increase  : — 

1920. 

1919. 

1918. 

Mothers 

8997 

4022 

2799 

Infants  ...  A. 

6267 

2663 

1415 

Children  (1  to  5  years) 

3691 

2059 

1734 

84 


A  comparison  of  the  death-rate  among  infants  attending  our 
Centres,  with  the  average  rate  throughout  the  town  is  interesting. 
Out  of  2,269  infants  attending  the  Centres,  there  were  29  deaths 
(6  of  the  infants  attended  on  one  occasion),  giving  a  death-rate  of 
only  11*4  per  1,000,  compared  with  11-6  per  1,000  for  the  wThole  town. 

WELFARE  CENTRE  CONSULTATIONS. 


Brick  St. 

Wash  Lane 

(Opened  Jan.  22, 
1920) 

Liverpool  Rd. 

Opened  July  23, 

1920) 

Catherine  St. 

(Closed  June  15, 
1920) 

No.  of  Sessions 

No.  of  Sessions 

No.  of  Sessions 

No.  of  Sessions 

=  45 

=  40 

= 

21 

=  22 

M.O.  present 

M.O.  present 

M.O.  present 

M.O.  present 

at  43  Sessions. 

at  39  Sessions. 

20  times. 

22  times. 

Infants 

(1st  318 

166 

95 

69 

Re-ex.  422 

271 

135 

124 

Children 

1st  93 

71 

33 

35 

1  to  5  yrs. 

Be-ex.  149 

149 

55 

84 

Expectant 

fist  96 

51 

30 

29 

Mothers 

Re-ex.  189 

63 

40 

54 

Nursing 

(1st  121 

80 

40 

29 

Mothers 

{ Re-ex.  54 

42 

24 

17 

Total  1442 

893 

452 

441 

Average  per  Session  33-3 

22-8 

22-5  ‘ 

20 

Total  number  of  Infants  and  Children  Consultations 

...  2269 

n 

,,  ,,  Consultations  for  Mothers- 

Expectant  ...  552 
Nursing  ...  407 

Total  number  of  Consultations 

... 

...  322  y 

The  number  of  consultations  held  by  the  Medical  Officer  are 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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(4)  SUPERVISION  OF  AND  CONSULTATIONS  FOR 

EXPECTANT  MOTHERS.* 

The  need  for  this  branch  of  work  is  evident  from  the  large 
proportion  of  infant  deaths  due  to  ante-natal  causes;  i.e.,  the 
causes  acting  during  pregnancy  (see  page  75). 

Expectant  Mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  at  the  Centre 
and  receive  special  supervision  from  the  Health  Visitors.  The 
number  of  Expectant  Mothers  of  whom  we  receive  information 
increases  each  year,  and  for  1920  was  1,187.  The  cases  dealt  with 
during  1920  are  summarised  as  follows:  — 

PRIMIPS.  MULTIPS. 


Married. 

Unmarried. 

Married. 

Unmarried. 

No.  of  cases  brought 
forward  from  prev¬ 
ious  year  ... 

18 

5 

115 

_ 

=  138 

New  cases  ... 

197 

21 

826 

5 

=  1049 

Total  Expectant 

Mothers 

215 

26 

941 

5 

=  1187 

No.  of  1st  visits  paid 
by  nurses . 

197 

21 

826 

5 

=1049 

No.  of  revisits  paid 
by  nurse . 

102 

26 

561 

7 

=  696 

Total  visits  ... 

299 

47 

1387 

12 

=  1745 

No.  of  Expectant 
Mothers  who  at¬ 
tended  at  a  Centre 

102 

12 

187 

301 

No.  of  attendances... 

232 

31 

671 

— 

=  934 

No.  of  Expectant 
Mothers  visited  in 
their  own  homes 
only 

85 

5 

614 

3 

II  * 

o 

No.  of  1st  visits  paid 

85 

5 

614 

3 

=  707 

No.  of  revisits  paid 

38 

8 

324 

6 

=  376 

Total  visits  ... 

123 

13 

938 

9 

=  1083 

Free  milk,  amounting  to  a  total  of  1,095J  quarts,  was  granted 
to  40  Expectant  Mothers. 


Consultations  were  held  by  the  Medical  Officer  for  these  cases, 
and  when  treatment  was  found  necessary  the  patient  was,  as  a 
general  rule,  referred  to  her  own  doctor. 

Number  of  Consultations  at  Centres  ...  ...  552 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Maternity  Home.  257 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Health  Office  ...  119 

Total  ...  ...  928 

(In  1919—296  such  consultations  were  held.) 
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5.— MATERNITY  HOME. 

* 

This  Institution,  which  was  opened  in  July,  1918,  continued 
its  useful  work  during  the  year. 

There  are  15  beds  (including  labour  bed  and  2  isolation  beds). 

During  1920,  156  children  were  born  in  the  Institution  in 
152  confinements.  Further  particulars  follow  : — 


(1) 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


No.  of  patients  in  Home,  31st  December,  1919  . 

„  ,,  admitted  during  year  (193  mothers,  5  babies) 

in  Home,  31st  December,  1920  . 


Average  duration  of  stay 


31  1 
121  j 


14.02 
Total  ... 


No.  delivered  by  doctor 

,,  „  ,,  midwives  . 

No.  admitted  after  delivery  (5  with  babies)  ...  . 

No.  of  Cases  in  which  Medical  Assistance  was  required  and  reasons 


7 

198 

9 

days 

152 


(a1)  Ante-Natal  ...  30 

Albuminuria  . 

General  Debility  . 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage 
Chloroform  Examination 
Persistent  Vomiting 

Chorea  . 

Pleurisy  . 

Epilepsy  . 

Phthisis  . 

Hemiplegia  . 


10 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

30 


(b)  During  Labour  29 

Impacted  Shoulders 

Twins . 

Contracted  Pelvis . 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage 
Epileptic  Fit  during  Labour 
Abnormal  Presentations 

Placenta  Praevia  . 

T.B.  Hip  Joint  . 

Old  Infantile  Paralysis  ... 

Cardiac  Disease  . 

Rigidity  of  Perineum 


(c)  After  Lobour  ..  27 

Retained  or  Ragged  Membranes 

*  Perineorrhaphy  . 

Mastitis  . 

Post-partum  Haemorrhage  . 

Mania . 

Bronchitis  . 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Temperature  over  100.4 . 

Eclampsia  (admitted  after  delivery) 


(d)  For  Infants  ...  24 

Prematurity 

Umbilical  Hernia  . 

Phimosis 

Jaundice 

Malformation 

Discharging  Eyes  . 

Syphilis 


1 

4 

9 

2 

1 

6 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

29 


0 

9 

2 

o 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 


27 


10 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 


24 
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(6) 

No,  of 

cases  notified  as  puerperal  sepsis 

1 

1  • 

(7) 

9  9  9  9 

,,  with  temp,  over  100.4  for  24 

v  Trans,  to  Aikin  Street. 

hours  (2  Scarlet) . 

5 

(8) 

9  9  99 

,,  with  ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

(9) 

99  99 

,,  with  slight  inflammation 

of  eyes  . 

2 

(10) 

99 

babies  not  entirely  breast  fed. 

2 

Twins  (premature). 

Mother  in  poor  health. 

(11) 

99  99 

maternal  deaths . ■ 

(12) 

99  99 

infant  deaths  . 

2 

1  premature — lived  3|  hours. 
1  Cardiac — lived  f  hour. 

/  Causes : — 

Contracted  pelvis  ...  2 
Ante-part,  lisem.  ...  1 

(13) 

9  9  9  9 

still  births . 

7 

j  Placenta  prcevia  ...  1 
;  Macerated  foetus  ...  : 

Malformed  infant  ..  1 
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The  following  rules  have  been  adopted  at  our  Maternity  Home : 

Application  for  Admission  to  the  Maternity  Home  should  be  made  at 
one  of  the  following  Centres:  — 

Brick  Street.  Wednesdays,  2  p.m. 

Wash  Lane,  Latchford..  Thursdays,  2  p.m. 

Liverpool  Road.  Mondays,  2  p.m. 

Or  at  the  Health  Department,  daily  at  9.80  a.m. 


Arrangements  should  be  made  in  advance  not  later  than  the  seventh 
month  of  pregnancy,  but  emergency  cases  will  be  admitted  at  any  hour  of 
the  day  or  night,  if  there  is  accommodation  in  the  Home. 

Payment  is  expected  towards  the  cost  of  maintenance  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  patient. 

Preference  is  given  to  cases  recommended  by  a  doctor  or  midwife. 

Patients  who  have  previously  engaged  a  doctor  or  midwife  will  not  be 
dealt  with  unless  they  have  obtained  the  consent  of  the  doctor  or  nurse 
engaged. 

On  admission,  the  patient  must  provide  a  comb  and  brush  and  tooth 
brush.  All  other  necessary  articles  are  provided  at  the  Home. 

Visitors  are  allowed  daily  between  the  hours  of  7  p.m.  and  8  p.m.  only 
(unless  in  cases  of  serious  illness,  when  this  rule  will  be  relaxed  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Medical  Officer). 

ONLY  ONE  VISITOE  is  allowed  each  day,  and  must  be  the  husband  or 
nearest  relative  of  the  patient.  ♦ 

No  alcoholic  drinks  must  be  brought  into  the  Institution,  and  any  parcel 
for  a  patient  must  be  handed  to  the  Nurse  in  Charge  of  the  Ward,  and  must 
have  line  patient’s  name  and  address  plainly  marked  upon  it. 

hie  grounds  surrounding  the  Institution  are  private,  and  no  unautho¬ 
rised  person  will  be  permitted  to  enter  them. 

These  rules  will  be  strictly  adhered  to,  and  patients  must  cgrry  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Medical  Officer,  or  in  the  absence  of  the  latter  the 
instructions  of  the  Sister  in  Charge. 

G.  W.  N.  JOSEPH,  Medical  Superintendent. 

During  1920  the  amount  received  from  patients  wasY?292  7  10 
and  the  payments  varied  from  £ 1  to  £3  per  week. 


The  Institution  has  undoubtedly  become  very  popular  with  the 
public,  and  certain  extensions  are  urgently  necessary  both  in  order 
to  offer  the  accommodation  essential  for  the  patients  and  in  order 
to  reduce  our  administration  expenses.  A  consultation  room  com¬ 
bined  with  a  receiving  room  for  patients  on  admission  is  badly 
needed,  as  also  separate  wards  for  any  cases  of  contagious  disease 
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that  may  be  discovered.  A  night  nursery,  too,  for  the  babies  is 
very  desirable.  Further,  additional  accommodation  for  nurses 
would  enable  us  to  take  in  pupils  for  training  in  midwifery,  who, 
whilst  helping  with  the  work,  would  also  be  paying  fees  for  tuition 
and  helping  to  reduce  our  high  maintenance  charges. 


6. —INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT  OF  PUERPERAL 
FEVER  AND  VENEREAL  DISEASES  IN 
EXPECTANT  MOTHERS. 

A  few  beds  have  been  provided  at  Aikin  Street  Isolation 
Hospital  for  dealing  with  any  septic  complication  occurring  in 
lying-in  women. 

There  is  accommodation  also  in  the  same  Hospital  for  treating 
cases  of  Venereal  Diseases  occurring  in  pregnant  women.  (See 
page  68.) 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

No.  Admitted  .  3  (one  with  infant) 


Previous  Confinement.  Duration  of  Stay.  Result. 


Normal 


38  days 


Placenta  Praevia  10  days 

Septic  Macerated  Foetus  16  hours 


Cured  (Infant 

satisfactory) 

Death 

Death 


VENEREAL  DISEASE  (See  page  68). 
No.  admitted  ...  ...  5 


7.— HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFANTS 

AND  CHILDREN. 

* 

( a )  Measles  or  Whooping  Cough. 

Two  wards  with  50  beds  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  are  set 
aside  for  dealing  with  cases  of  these  diseases  in  children  in  which 
hospital  treatment  is  found  necessary. 

No.  of  cases  treated,  1920.  Deaths. 

Measles  ...  ...  17  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  —  — 


17 


1 
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(&)  Marasmus }  Debility  and  Dietetic  Ailments . 

Eight  cots  were  allocated  for  those  cases  at  Aikin  Street  Hospital. 


BABY  WARD.— OPENED  MAY,  1920. 


( 3 )  Reasons  for  Admission. 


(4)  No.  of  Cases  Discharged. 


— December,  1920  . 

. .32 

ital,  31st  December,  1920 

.  8 

24  cases  . 

36.4  days 

Malnutrition  . . 

.  19 

Congenital  Specific  Disease  ... 

.  1 

Nephritis  . 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

.  1 

.  1 

Bronchitis . 

.  2 

24 

— 

In  good  health  . 

.  10 

Improved  . 

o 

Died . 

.  11 

Transferred  to  Measles  Ward 

.  1 

(Result — In  good  health.) 


t.j)  No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  among  the  Patients 
admitted : — 

(a)  Measles  (recovered)  . 

(b)  Whooping  Cough  . 

(c)  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  . 

(d)  Other  Infectious  Conditions  ... 

(G)  No.  of  deaths — 11. 


Cause  of  death. 

Age, 

Period  of  residence. 

Date. 

T.B.  Peritonitis  Marasmus 

1  8/12  yr. 

...  4  days 

26/6/20 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  ... 

15  days 

...  12  hours  ... 

2/8/20 

Premature  7/12  Enteritis... 

2  months 

...  G2  days 

6/7/20 

Premature  7/12  Marasmus 

2  months 

6  days 

12/7/20 

Marasmus  Convulsions  ... 

5  months 

...  23  days 

22/8/20 

Congenital  Syphilis 

18  days 

...  3  days 

18/10/20 

Generalised  T.B.  ... 
Malnutrition  Broncho 

10  months 

...  93  days 

6/11/20 

Pneumonia 

Congenital  Debility 

8  months 

...  4  days 

7/11/20 

Marasmus 

1  month 

...  4  days 

29/11/20 

Marasmus  Debility 

2  months 

...  8  days 

16/12/20 

Marasmus  Convulsions  ... 

8  months 

...  44  days 

27/12/20 

(7)  No  cases  were  discharged  from  the  Hospital  on  account  of  illness.  One 
patient  transferred  to  Measles  Ward—  discharged  in  good  health. 


(c)  Ophthalmia  N eonatorum  (see  also  pages  75  and  76). 

By  arrangements  with  the  Local  Infirmary  oases  of  this  disease 
are  admitted — if  need  be  with  the  mother  also.  Out  of  14  cases 
occurring  in  1920,  3  received  institutional  treatment  and  were 
discharged  completely  recovered. 

In  addition,  2  other  cases  attended  as  out-patients,  of  which 
one  is  blind  in  one  eye  and  is  still  under  treatment.  The  other 
recovered  completely. 
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8.— HOME  NURSING. 

Our  arrangements  with  the  District  Nursing  Association, 
which  were  made  in  1919,  were  continued  during  the  year.  The 
following  work  was  done  on  our  behalf  :  —  * 


Cases. 

Visits. 

Measles 

24 

212 

Ophthalmia... 

3 

64 

Diarrhoea  ... 

2 

14 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 
Complications  follow¬ 

1 

12 

ing  Birth 

1 

1 

Pneumonia... 

10 

145 

Totals  ... 

41 

1  00 

1  ^ 

9. —SUPPLY  OF  MILK  FOR  EXPECTANT  AND 
NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  FOR  CHILDREN 
UNDER  FIVE  YEARS  OF  AGE. 

A  few  details  of  our  scheme  under  this  heading  were  given  last 
year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  Milk  provided  during 
1920:  — 


FRESH  MILK. 


Necessitous  Expectant 

Nursing  Mothers.  Mothers. 

No.  of  cases  ..  108  41 

No.  of  quarts  ...  3,751  1550 

Total  cost — 68634  quarts  at  4:288  16s.  5d. 


Ailing 

Babies. 

44 

15621 


DRIED  MILK. 


No.  of  Children. 
Under  one  year  ...  351  ] 
Aged  1  to  5  years  ...  95  f 


Quantity  supplied. 

14,210  lbs. 


Av.  quantity  per  ease. 


32  lbs. 


This  was  all  sold  at  cost  price.  In  addition  781bs.  were  given 
free  to  necessitous  cases. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  recipients  have  markedly  benefited 
by  this  provision  of  milk. 


10. -DAY  NURSERY  AND  CRECHE  FOR  CHILDREN 
WHOSE  MOTHERS  HAVE  TO  GO  OUT  TO  WORK. 

A  Creche  and  Day  Nursery,  with  accommodation  for  about  30 
children,  was  opened  at  88,  Bewsey  Road,  in  August,  1919,  under 
the  control  of  a  Voluntary  Organisation,  the  Warrington  Creche 
Committee,  formed  by  the  employers  in  the  town  and  others 
interested  in  the  work,  and  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Local 
Authority. 
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The  total  number  of  mothers  on  the  register  who  made  use  of 
the  Institution  since  its  opening  was  48.  The  daily  payment  per 
child  was  originally  fixed  at  6d.,  but  was  raised  to  9d.  in  October, 
1919,  and  to  Is.  per  day  in  July,  1920. 


The  average  daily  attendance  of  children  did  not  exceed  7,  and 
further,  as  in  38  out  of  the  43  cases,  the  child  had  both  a  father 
and  a  mother  living,  it  was  ultimately  decided  to  close  the  Creche, 
as  it  was  hardly  catering  for  the  class  of  child  most  in  need  of  it. 
This  was  clone  in  December,  1920. 


11— SUPERVISION  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN 
AND  OF  CHILDREN  PUT  OUT  TO  NURSE. 

Special  care  is  exercised  in  following  up  children  coming 
within  these  categories. 

Of  illegitimate  children,  171  cases  were  specially  visited  on 
229  occasions,  and  in  addition  several  of  them  were  also*  visited 
as  children  out  to  nurse. 

<S> 

A  register  of  all  children  whose  mothers  have  to  leave  home 
to  work  is  kept,  and  any  child  put  out  to  nurse  receives  special 
supervision.  To  our  knowledge  there  were  in  1920 — 94  children 
out  to  nurse — a  marked  reduction  from  the  number  during  the 
War.  These  cases  received  119  visits. 


* 
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Sanitary  Administration. 

1.  STAFF. 


The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  at  the  end  of  1920,  act¬ 
ing  under  the  direction. of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  was  as 
follows :  — 

Two  Assistant  Medical  Officers — One  chiefly  engaged  in  school 
work,  and  the  other  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. — Responsible  for  inspection  and 
sampling  of  all  food  supply,  including  Milk  and  Water 
Inspector,  Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  Canal 
Boats,  arranges  for  removal  of  cases  to  hospital,  superin¬ 
tends  ambulance  work  and  house  disinfection. 
Responsible  to  Medical  Offier  of  Health  for  general  work 
of  department. 

5  Assistant  Inspectors  ( Male ). 

(1)  Visits  all  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease,  arranges 
for  Isolation  and  Quarantine,  notifies  Education  Authority 
and  Schools,  re  exclusion,  etc.  Supervises  cases  treated 
at  home.  Re-visits  contacts,  etc. 

(2)  Factory  and  Workshops  Inspections,  special  inquiries 
and  returns  concerning  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

(3  and  4)  Two  District  Inspectors.  Slaughter-houses, 
Milk  Shops,  Bakehouses,  Common  Lodging  Houses,  House 
to  House  Inspection,  and  assisting  with  visits  to  Infectious 
Diseases  cases  during  epidemics,  Smoke  Observations. 

(5)  Makes  inquiries  and  keeps  records,  re  Applicants  for 
New  Houses  erected  under  the  Housing  Scheme.  Also 
makes  House  to  House  Inspections. 

1  Tuberculosis  Nurse. — Dealing  solely  with  work  among  the 
tubercular  cases  in  the  town. 

5  Health  Visitors  (one  of  whom  also  acts  as  Inspector  of 
Midwives)  for  supervising  infants  and  children  up  to  5 
years  of  age. 

4  School  Nurses ,  dealing  with  children  of  school  age  in  the 
Clinic  and  the  homes. 

A  Chief  Clerk  and  3  Assistant  Clerks. 


93 


2.  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION, 

The  accommodation  in  the  Corporation  Hospitals  is  shown  in 
the-  following  summary.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Medical 
Superintendent  of  these  Institutions,  and  particulars  of  the  work 
done  during  the  year  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Report:  — 


Isolation  Hospital ,  Aikin  Street  (page  46). 


Beds. 

Cots. 

Accommodation 

for  Scarlet  Fever 

•••  ••• 

28 

16 

7  7 

,,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough... 

25 

25 

7  7 

,,  Diphtheria 

12 

8 

7  9 

,,  Enteric  Fever 

*  j  •••  •••  • •  • 

12 

7  7 

,,  Puerperal  Fever,  etc.  ... 

4 

•  •  o 

3  7 

,,  Other  Diseases 

3 

6 

84 

55 

(Present  Smallpox  Hospital  used  as  a  Sanatorium.) 


Sanatorium ,  Sankey  (page  56). 

For  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (early  or  advanced). 

Beds. 

Accommodation  (males)  ...  ...  18 

„  (females)  ...  ...  8 

Total  ...  26 


Maternity  Home ,  Old  Warps  (page  86). 
Accommodation  ... 


Beds. 

15 


(Including  one  Labour  bed  and  two  isolation  beds.) 


3.  LOCAL  ACTS,  SPECIAL  LOCAL  ORDERS,  OR 
GENERAL  ADOPTIVE  ACTS  IN  FORCE  IN 
THE  DISTRICT. 

For  a  list  of  the  local  acts,  special  orders,  etc.,  in  force  in 
Warrington  concerned  in  the  administration  of  various  branches  of 
Public  Health,  reference  should  be  made  to  Page  101  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1919. 
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4.  BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL 

EXAMINATIONS. 

I.  -  FACILITIES  FOR  CLINICAL  DIAGNOSIS. 

Facilities  are  offered  at  tlie  Bacteriological  Laboratory,  Health 
Department,  Sankey  Street,  for  all  the  usual  bacteriological 
examinations  necessary  for  clinical  diagnosis.  During  the  year 
1920  the  work  done  in  this  department  is  shown  as  follows  :  — 

Diphtheria  (swabs  from  throats). 

For  diagnosis  of  cases  in  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

For  diagnosis  of  cases  under  treatment  of  private 
practitioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

For  diagnosis  of  suspected  oases  under  Health  Department  106 
Before  discharge  of  a  case  from  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  177 

Examination  of  contacts  ...  ...  ...  ...  .!.  331 


Enteric  Fever  (Widal  blood  test). 


F or  diagnosis  of  cases  in  Hospital 

For  diagnosis  of  cases  under  treatment  of  private 
practitioners . 


8 

10 


Tuberculosis  (specimens  of  sputum). 

For  diagnosis  of  cases  under  treatment  of  private 

practitioners . 132 

For  Military  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

For  diagnosis  of  suspected  cases  under  Health  Department  58 
,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  at  Sankey  Sanatorium  ...  35 

Ringworm . 

For  diagnosis  by  School  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  ...  — 


Miscellaneous. 


For  diagnosis  of  cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  ...  10 

For  diagnosis  of  cases  of  Anthrax  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

For  diagnosis  of  other  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

For  diagnosis  of  Venereal  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 


Total  ...  1321 


In  addition,  arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  the  special 
blood  examination  (the  Wasserman  Test)  performed  at  Manchester 
University  for  any  case  in  the  Warrington  area  requiring  it. 

All  the  bacteriological  examinations  are  free  of  charge  both  to 
practitioners  and  patients  so  far  as  Warrington  residents  are  con- 
cerned . 
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II.— SUPERVISION  OF  THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  repeated  examinations  of 
the  Warrington  Water  Supply  to  be  made  to  determine  both  its 
chemical  and  bacteriological  purity.  The  former  examinations  are 
made  by  Mr.  Ruddock,  the  Borough  Analyst,  and  the  latter  in 
Professor  Deiepine’s  Laboratories  in  Manchester. 

As  in  previous  years  frequent  samples  of  the  drinking  water  of 
the  town  have  been  taken  in  order  to  ensure  its  purity.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  are  the  (a)  results  on  chemical  analysis :  — 


Date. 

1920. 

Where  taken 

Free  Ammonia. 

Albuminoid 

Ammonia. 

Oxygen  ab¬ 
sorbed  4  hours.  | 

— 

Nitrogen  as 

Nitrates. 

a 

Chlorine. 

Solids  Total.  1 

! 

Solids  Fixed,  j 

Feb. 

18 

Bank  House 

0008 

•0013 

•003 

•500 

2  25 

34  0 

22-0 

March 

28 

Police  Station 

•0005 

•003 

003 

•55 

2-2 

40*0 

29*0 

May 

21 

21,  Church  Street... 

•0015 

0024 

nil 

•550 

2-2 

35-0 

25-0 

June 

21 

Aikin  Street  Hospital 

Laundry 

•0005 

•0006 

•003 

•50 

2-2 

36-0 

25-0 

July 

14 

Warrington  Union 

0004 

•0015 

nil 

•55 

2-2 

38-0 

270 

Aug. 

19 

Warrington  Infirmary  ... 

•0005 

•0011 

nil 

•500 

2  15 

38-0 

27-0 

Oct. 

27 

36,  Powys  Street  ... 

nil 

•0004 

nil 

•55 

2-2 

35  0 

25-0 

Dec. 

2 

46,  Aikin  Street  ... 

•001 

nil 

•002 

•60 

225 

36-0 

26-0 

Dec. 

21 

3,  Cobden  Street . 

•0014 

•002 

•001 

•50 

23 

38  0 

300 
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III.— SUPERVISION  OF  THE  MILK  SUPPLY. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

80  samples  of  milk  taken  within  the  Borough  were  submitted  to 
Professor  Delepine,  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  year  1920.  These  samples 
represented  milk  from  1,040  cows. 

74  samples  were  certified  ‘‘Tubercle  Bacilli  not  found’ 1 
(inoculation  test). 

6  samples  were  certified  “Tubercle  Bacilli  found'” 
(inoculation  test). 

The  6  samples  in  which  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  found  were  sup¬ 
plied  from  6  farms  outside  the  Borough. 

On  visiting  these  farms  with  a  veterinary  inspector,  samples 
of  milk  were  taken  from  suspicious  cows,  and  if  Tubercle  Bacilli 
were  found  in  this  milk,  the  affected  cows  were  at  once  removed 
from  the  milking  herd  and  kept  isolated  until  slaughtered  or  other¬ 
wise  disposed  of. 

In  addition  to  the  80  samples  stated  above,  11  further  samples 
were  submitted  to  check  the  milk  from  suspicious  cows.  In  5  cases 
the  cows  were  found  to  be  giving  milk  containing  Tubercle  Bacilli, 
These  animals  were  at  once  removed  from  the  herd.  In  one  case 
the  farmer  had  sold  several  cows  since  sample  taken.  The  veterinary 
surgeon  on  examining  the  remaining  cows  could  find  no  disease 
symptoms. 

CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION. 

Regular  samples  of  milk  are  submitted  to  the  Borough  Analyst 
for  the  detection  of  adulteration,  etc.  The  work  during  1919  is  as 
follows  :■ — 

No.  of  samples  No.  found  Extent  of 

Examined.  Adulterated.  Adulteration. 

Milk  ...  43  — 

The  samples  of  milk  were  also  examined  for  the  presence  of 
preservatives. 

Any  sample  of  milk  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
below  the  board  of  Agriculture  standard  is  traced  back  to  the  cows 
supplying  it,  and  in  this  way  valuable  information  is  obtained. 


IV.— CHE  MIC  AL  ANALYSES  OF  VARIOUS 
SAMPLES  OF  FOOD. 

This  is  dealt  with  under  the  section  “  Food,”  and  reference 
should  be  made  to  page  35. 
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Blind  Persons  in  the  Borough. 


For  several  years  a  Register  of  Blind  Persons  resident  in  War¬ 
rington  has  been  compiled  and  kept  up  to  date  at  the  Health 
Department. 

The  following  particulars  abstracted  from  our  records  were 
correct  so  far  as  we  could  ascertain  at  the  end  of  1920. 


There  were  residing  in  Warrington  on  the  31st  January,  1921, 
so  far  as  we  were  aware,  the*  following  blind  persons :  — 


Ages. 

Trained. 

At  present  training.  Untrained. 

Total, 

Under  1  year 

Males 

Females. 

Males.  Females.  Males 

Females. 

— • 

1  to  5  years 

— 

— 

-  -  1 

— 

1 

5  to  15  years  ... 

— 

— 

—  —  *4 

*6 

10 

15  to  25  ,, 

3 

4 

2  —  4 

2 

15 

25  to  45  ,, 

5 

— 

1  —  4 

2 

12 

45  to  65  ,, 

1 

— 

—  —  8 

8 

17 

65  upwards 

1 

— 

—  —  9 

10 

20 

Ages  not  known  .. 

— 

— 

—  —  1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

—  —  __ 

— 

.  — 

10 

4 

3—31 

30 

78 

*8  of  these  are  attending  certified  schools  for  the  blind 


In  addition  to  the  78  cases,  there  is :  — 

One  male,  19  years  of  age,  whose  eyesight  has  improved  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  is  now  able  to  work  as  a  Hairdresser. 

Nine  of  the  78  cases  (6  males,  3  females)  are  in  the  Whitecross 
Infirmary. 

Kind  of  training  received  by  the  Kind  of  training  being  given  to  those  at 

trained  person.  present  in  Institutions. 


Basket  Making 

6 

Piano  Tuner 

...  1 

Mat  Making 

2 

Basket  Making 

...  1 

Chaircaning  and  Knitting  . 

2 

? 

...  1 

Brush  Making 

1 

Piano  Tuning 

1 

W  oodworking 

1 

Music 

1 

Total 

14 

Total 

...  3 

99 


Other  Services 

RELATED  TO  AND  WORKING  WITH  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 

Military  Authority. 

There  has  been  close  co-operation  with  the  Military  Authorities 
since  the  outbreak  of  War,  and  this  was  continued  during  the  year 
under  review.  A  weekly  return  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  in  the 
town  has  been  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Barracks. 
Cases  of  infectious  disease,  etc.,  are  treated  by  arrangement  in  our 
hospitals,  and  the  mothers  attend  our  consultation  centres. 

Poor  Law. 

The  relations  of  the  Health  Officials  with  the  Poor  Law 
Officials  are  of  a  cordial  character,  and  the  latter  are  always  ready 
to  co-operate  with  us  when  required. 

Any  case  that  needs  hospital  treatment,  and  is  willing  to  be 
removed,  is  at  once  dealt  with  at  our  request. 

Favourable  consideration  is  given  to  any  recommendation  from 
the  Health  Department  in  connection  with  necessitous  tuberculosis 
or  other  cases  requiring  extra  nourishment  or  financial  assistance. 

National  Health  Insurance. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  the  capacity  of  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  acted  as  Medical  Adviser  to  the  Sanatorium  Benefits  Sub¬ 
committee,  and  furnished  an  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  dealing 
with  Tuberculosis  among  persons  coming  within  the  scope  of  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Act. 

Local  War  Pensions  Committee. 

The  Local  Authority  sanctioned  a  request  that  the  services  of 
the  Medical  Officer  and  'his  staff  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  the 
above  Committee  for  dealing  with  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  dis¬ 
charged  service  men  and  women. 

Local  Food  Control  Committee. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Rawling,  the  Executive  Officer  of 
the  Food  Control  Committee,  for  the  cordial  way  he  has  worked 
with  the  officials  of  the  Health  Department  in  dealing  with  the 
food  question. 

Warrington  has  been  very  fortunate  in  receiving  a  fair  supply 
of  the  staple  articles  of  food,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  credit  is 
due  to  the  traders  of  this  town  for  the  trouble  they  have  taken  to 
obtain  sufficient  supplies  of  wholesome  food  under  the  difficulties 
which  existed  owing  to  the  War. 
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Voluntary  Hospitals— The  Warrington  Infirmary. 

Cases  are  dealt  with  at  this  Institution  on  subscribers’  recom¬ 
mendations.  The  Local  Authority  give  an  annual  donation  of 
=£30  to  this  Institution,  and  in  return  the  various  departments 
make  use  of  recommendations  for  any  case  requiring  such  treatment 
as  oan.be  offered  at  this  Hospital. 

In  addition,  all  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  are  at  once 
admitted,  together  with  the  mother  if  need  be,  on  application  being 
made  from  the  Health  Department. 

Arrangements  have  been  entered  into  by  the  Local  Authority 
for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  (see  page  08).  Further  cer¬ 
tain  defects  in  school  children  (viz.,  defective  vision  and  enlarged 
tonsils  and  adenoids,  requiring  operative  treatment)  are  dealt  with 
under  a  scheme  of  the  Local  Education  Authority  (see  Annual 
School  Report). 


The  Guild  of  Help 

works  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Health  Department,  and  is 
always  ready  to  render  any  assistance  within  the  scope  of  this 
organisation.  During  the  year  we  have  in  certain  instances  been 
glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  help  in  such  cases  as  obtaining  treatment 
for  children  in  Convalescent  Homes,  and  the  provision  of  bedding 
and  various  appliances  for  necessitous  invalids. 


The  Mothers’  and  Babies’  Welcome  Committee. 

A  Committee  of  Ladies  who  are  responsible  for  much  of  the 
work  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  have  given  services  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  work  of  maternal  and  infant  welfare 
(see  also  page  88). 


The  Warrington  Creche  Committee. 

During  the  period  that  this  voluntary  organisation  was  in 
existence  every  assistance  was  rendered  by  our  department.  The 
Medical  Officer  paid  frequent  visits  to  the  Institution  at  88,  Bewse) 
Hoad. 


The  District  Nursing  Association. 

Arrangements  with  this  body  are  in  existence  for  carry¬ 
ing  out  the  home  nursing  of  certain  cases  of  sickness  (see  page  90) 
especially  in  infants  and  mothers  when  the  patient  is  not  removed 
to  hospital.  In  addition,  £15  per  annum  is  subscribed  to  this 
Association  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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The  V.A.D.  Workers  and  St.  John  Ambulance  Association. 

Both  these  organisations  have  heartily  co-operated  with  the 
Health  Authority.  Many  of  their  workers  are  assisting  at  our 
Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  in  addition,  several  have  volunteered 
for  service  in  the  event  of  an  influenza  epidemic,  and  have  been 
enrolled  in  our  register,  either  for  home  nursing  or  as  general  home 
helps. 

The  Joseph  Kitchingman  Charity. 

Under  the  above  charity,  provision  is  made  for  securing 
convalescent  treatment  for  any  poor  person  (Child  or  Adult) 
resident  in  Warrington  who  is  in  need  of  rest  or  care  during  illness 
or  convalescence,  and  for  which  no  other  provision  is  available. 

The  Trustees  estimate  that  there  will  be  an  income  of  about 
£150  per  annum  for  this  purpose. 


The  following  cases  received  treatment  during  the  year  1920  : — 


FEMALES. 


Adults. 

Convalescent  treatment, 
Length  of  stay. 

Minors. 

|  Convalescent  treatment, 
j  Length  of  stay. 

9 

34  weeks  or  an  average 
of  4  weeks. 

2 

9  weeks  or  an  average 
of  5  weeks. 

MALES. 

Adults. 

Convalescent  treatment, 
Length  of  stay. 

Minors 

Convalescent  treatment, 
Length  of  stay. 

6 

21  Weeks  or  an  average 
of  3  weeks 

7 

27  weeks  or  an  average 
of  4  weeks. 

30  families  in  all  received  assistance;  namely,  24  convalescent 
treatment,  and  6  surgical  and  hospital  treatment. 


*  I  am  hidebted  to  the  Town  Clerk ,  Mr.  A.  T.  Hallaway ,  for  the 
information  re  the  numbers  dealt  with  under  the  Kitchingman 
Charity. 
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Housing. 

A  separate  special  report  was  issued  for  the  year  1919  on  the 
Housing  condition®  in  Warrington,  and  reference  should  be  made 
to  it  for  information  under  the  following  headings  :  — 

General  housing  conditions, 

No.  of  houses, 

Extent  of  housing  shortage, 

Measures  contemplated  to  meet  the  shortage. 

Extent  and  causes  of  overcrowding. 

General  standard  of  housing  in  the  district. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses,  to  Houses  let  in  Lodgings, 
and  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

The  information  there  given  remains  substantially  correct  for 
the  year  1920,  and  therefore  need  not  be  repeated. 

Further  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  statistics  at  the  end 
of  this  section. 


Progress  of  the  Housing  Scheme. 

In  view  of  a  recent  (12/5/21)  statement  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  that  “Local  Authorities  without  pressure  from  anybody 
were  now  realising  that  their  earlier  demands  were  enormously 
over-estimated ,  ”  it  is  interesting  to  note  what  occurred  in  our  own 
case.  In  May,  1919,  I  submitted  a  report  to  the  Local  Authority 
placing  our  requirements  at  450  houses.  In  October  the  Council 
decided  that  provision  be  made  in  our  scheme  for  500  houses.  The 
Ministry,  however,  would  not  approve  this,  although  we  interviewed 
the  Housing  Commissioner  on  the  matter,  who  stated  in  a  letter  to 
us  that  “it  would  appear  that  not  less  than  1,000  houses  are 
required  in  Warrington  to  meet  immediate  needs.”  After  further 
consideration,  therefore,  the  Local  Authority  decided  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  the  Ministry,  that  we  should  make  provision  for 
1,000  houses.  It  view  of  these  facts,  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  it 
was  our  demands  that  were  over-estimated. 


Sites  for  Municipal  Housing. 


Up  to  the  end  of  1920,  the  sites  that  had  been  actually  pur¬ 
chased  were:  — 


Manchester  Road  District 


Cornwall  Street 
Manchester  Road 


Latchford  District 


j  Reynolds  Street 
(Park  Avenue  ... 


•4188  acre. 
4-1  acres. 

8-874  acres. 
4*833  acres. 


Number  of  New  Houses  Built. 

No  new  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  in  the 
town  during  1920,  nor  indeed  during  any  year  since  1915. 

Under  the  Local  Authority’s  scheme,  however,  52  new 
dwellings  were  completed,  making  a  nett  total  of  14,944  houses  in 
the  town,  all  of  which  are  occupied. 
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The  dwellings  erected  comprise :  — 

1.  Wiooden  Huts. 

(a)  10  80-ft.  Huts,  each  divided  into  two  separate  dwel¬ 
lings,  thus  accommodating  20  families.  The  accommodation 
consists  of  two  bedrooms,  kitchen,  scullery  (fitted  with  a  copper 
for  washing  and  a  well  sink),  larder,  coal-store,  and  W.O.  The 
initial  rent  fixed  was  5s.  6d.  per  week,  plus  rates,  amounting 
to  a  further  5s.  3d.  per  week,  or  a  total  of  10s.  9d. 

(b)  10  60-ft.  Huts  (20  dwellings),  with  accommodation 
similar  to  the  above,  the  only  difference  being  in  the  size  of 
the  bedrooms . 

These  were  first  let  at  a  rent  of  4s.  6d.  per  week,  with 
rates  4s.  5d.  per  week — total  8s.  lid.  per  week. 

2.  Concrete  Houses  (on  the  Dorman  Long  system). 

Six  in  number  were  completed  during  the  year,  at  a  cost 
of  approximately  £850  each.  The  accommodation  consists 
of  sitting-room,  kitchen,  scullery,  larder,  coal-place,  and  W.C. 
on  ground  floor,  and  three  bedrooms  and  a  bathroom  on  the 
first  floor.  The  initial  weekly  rent  was  8s.,  with  7s.  9d.  rates, 
making  a  total  of  15s.  9d.  per  week. 

3.  Brick  Houses. 

Only  six  brick  houses  were  completed  and  tenanted  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  These  are  all  “Type  B”  parlour  houses,  with 
sitting-room,  kitchen,  scullery,  larder,  coal-place,  and  W.C.  on 
ground  floor,  and  three  bedrooms  and  bathroom  on  first  floor. 
The  rent  was  fixed  at  9s.  6d.  per  week,  which,  with  9s.  5d. 
rates,  made  a  total  of  18s.  lid.  per  week.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  a  number  of  brick  houses  were  nearing  completion,  and 
would  be  ready  for  occupation  early  in  1921. 

Number  of  Applications  received  for  the  Tenancy  of 
Corporation  Houses,  and  Number  of  Tenancies  Granted. 

Early  in  1919  a  Register  of  Applicants  was  compiled  at  the 
Health  Department,  and  has  been  regularly  kept  up  to  date.  Since 
registration  first  commenced  the  total  number  of  applications 
received  was  1,014.  These  applications  are  from  lodgers  only,  and 
no  actual  tenants  have  been  considered. 

The  whole  of  the  applicants  have  been  divided  into  three  cate¬ 
gories,  as  follows :  — 

(1)  Those  living  in  houses  that  are  more  or  less  over¬ 
crowded  . 

(2)  Those  who  are  not  overcrowded  and  whose  conditions 
are  satisfactory. 

(3)  Applicants  who  are  not  residents  or  ratepayers  within 
the  Borough. 

Originally  there  were  822  applications  from  ex-Service  men  and 
192  from  non-Service  men,  but  a  certain  number  having  obtained 
houses  or  having  left  the  town  withdrew  their  applications,  leaving 
714  ex  -  S  er  vi  ce  and  175  no  n  -  S  er  vi  ce  oases . 
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Placed  under  the  above  categories  these  are  as  follows:  — 


(1) 

Overcrowded  cases 

Ex-  ^erviee 
Men. 

...  517 

Non-Service 

Men. 

129  - 

Total. 

646 

(2) 

Conditions  satisfactory 

...  154 

35  = 

189 

(3) 

Non-residents 

...  43 

11  - 

54 

714 

175  = 

889 

Up  to  the  present  the  only  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Housing 
Committee  have  been  those'  coming  under  Group  1,  and  of  these  63 
ex-Servioe  men  and  3  non-Servioe  men  have  been  granted  tenancy 
of  the  new  houses  ( i.e .,  12.18%  of  the  ex-Servioe  applicants  and 
2.32%  of  the  non-Service  applicants  in  this  group  have  been  dealt 
with). 

These  houses  and  dwellings  consisted  of  :  — 

40  Wooden  Houses  (20  situated  at  Bank  Quay  and  20  at 
L  a  tch  ford) . 

20  Brick  Houses,  situated  off  Padgate  Lane  (only  6  com¬ 
pleted  and  tenanted  on  December  31st,  1920). 

6  Concrete  Houses,  also  situated  off  Padgate  Lane. 

In  addition  to  this,  6  of  the  tenants  of  Corporation  houses  have 
been  granted  permission  to  take  as  lodgers  certain  applicants  on  our. 
list.  So  that  during  1920  a  total  of  72  of  the  applicants  were 
re-housed. 

Selection  of  Applicants. 

The  Housing  Committee  appointed  a  Sub-committee  of  two 
members  (Alderman  James  Evans,  J.P.,  and  Councillor  Plinston), 
together  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  interview  and  select 
tenants.  Selections  are  made  almost  entirely  on  the  grounds  of  the 
urgency  of  the  case  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  hygienic  conditions 
under  which  the  people  are  living,  and  it  is  often  a  very  difficult 
matter  with  so  many  applicants  and  so  few  houses  for  allocation,  to 
decide  which  are  the  most  deserving. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  points  taken  into  consideration  : 

(1)  Overcrowding,  especially  where  there  are  families  of 
young  children,  which  are  very  susceptible  to  this  deleterious 
influence.  Parents  with  young  families  find  great  difficulty  in 
finding  lodgings. 

(2)  Expectant  mothers.  The  tenant  of  the  house  often 
gives  notice  to  the  lodgers  to  remove,  if  aware  of  the  condi- 

•  tion  of  the  lodger’s  wife,  and  other  persons  won’t  accept  them 
as  lodgers,  owiilg  to  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  involved. 

(3)  In  many  cases  adults  of  opposite  sexes  are  occupying 
the  same  bedroom.  In  others,  the  living  rooms  are  being  used 
as  sleeping  apartments. 

(4)  Owing  to  lack  of  accommodation,  husbands  have  to 
live  apart  from  wife  and  family. 

(5)  In  some  cases  the  existence  in  the  home  of  any  serious 
illness,  such  as  tuberculosis,  renders  overcrowding  stll  more 
dangerous. 
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There  are  many  instances  where  the  conditions  are  bad,  but  the 
applicant  is  unable  to  pay  the  rent  for  a  Corporation  house,  and  this 
is  likely  to  occur  still  more  frequently  in  the  future. 

In  most  oases  it  is  found  that  the  tenant  of  one  of  the  new 
houses  is  desirous  of  taking  in  lodgers  in  order  that  they  may  share 
the  rent.  The  lodgers  have  to  be  approved  by  the  Local  Authority, 
and  must  already  be  applicants  on  our  list,  so  that  this  is  helping  in 
some  measure  to  overcome  our  housing  shortage. 

Many  of  the  applicants  prefer  to  live  conveniently  near  their 
work,  and  in  some  cases  the  present  houses  are  too  far  away. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  number  of  applicants  employed  by 
some  of  the  larger  firms :  — 


Jos.  Cr  os  field  &  Sons,  Ltd. 

...  94 

Whitecross  Co.,  Ltd . 

...  40 

Pearson  &  Knowles,  Ltd .  ... 

...  54 

Hylands  Bros.,  Ltd. 

...  29 

Partington  Steel  and  Iron  Co.,  Ltd. 

...  34 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses, 

There  are  still  within  the  Borough  a  considerable  number  of 
houses  which  should  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
but  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  re-housing  the  occupants  we  have  been 
unable  to  take  any  action.  (See  Appendix.) 

General. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  a  regular  system  of  house-to-house  inspection  has  been 
carried  out.  It  bias  been  impossible  to  have  remedied  the  whole 
of  the  defects  found,  but  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  have 
been  served  upon  the  owners,  calling  attention  to  defects  prejudicial 
to  the  health  of  the  occupants.  _  Considerable  improvement  was 
noted  towards  the  end  of  the  year  in  the'  way  in  which  the  owners 
endeavoured  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  notices  served 
upon  them. 

This  may  have  occurred  through  one  or  more  of  the  following 
reasons :  — 

(1)  More  labour  has  become  available  in  the  building 
departments. 

(2)  Materials  have'  become  both  easier  to  obtain  and 
cheaper  in  price. 

(3)  There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  revenue  from 
property  obtainable  by  the  owners. 

Tenants  do  not,  however,  always  play  their  part  in  assisting 
to  keep  the  houses  and  outbuildings  in  order.  As  a  simple  illustra¬ 
tion,  I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  often  a  single  screw 
replaced  in  the  hinge  of  an  ashplace  door  would  prevent  it  being 
wrenched  off.  Once  the  door  has  become  detached  even,  attention 
may  not  be  given  to  the  matter  by  the  tenant,  until  finally  the  door 
disappears,  leaving  the  ashplace'  as  a  source  of  trouble  to  the  tenant 
and  his  neighbours,  as  well  as  causing  additional  unnecessary 
expense  to  the  owner  in  replacing  it,  which  might  have  been 
obviated  by  a  little  forethought  on  the  part  of  the  occupant. 
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Appendices. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

STATISTICS,  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1920. 


1.— GENERAL. 


(1) 

Estimated  population 

...  77,939 

(2) 

General  death-rate 

11.6 

(3) 

Death-rate  from  tuberculosis 

1.19 

(4) 

Infantile  mortality 

83 

(5) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes 

...  14,944 

(6) 

Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses 

...  13,444 

<0 

Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ... 

52 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I.  Inspection . 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts) .  2047 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  1407 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  731 


II.  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  .  377 
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III.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers. 


A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 

dered  fit — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 


nil 


nil 


nil 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention 
to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1120 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  .  ...  ...  908 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ..  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  thedwell- 
ling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  12 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .. 


* 


2 
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3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 
Improvement  Schemes  under  (a)  Part  I.  or  (b)  Part-  II.  of  the  Act 
of  1890:  — 

(a)  James  Street  Area,  acreage^l  .602  acres. 

No  of  working-class  houses  in  area  ...  ...  ...  118 

No.  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced..  ...  531 

(b)  Dolman’s  Lane  and  Bank  Street,  acreage^. 486  acres. 

No.  of  working-class  houses  in  area  ...  ...  ...  106 

No.  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  717 

(This  includes  14  Common  Lodging  Houses  regis¬ 
tered  for  243  persons.) 


4.— NO.  OF  HOUSES  NOT  COMPLYING  WITH  THE 

BUILDING  BYE-LAWS. 

Erected  with  consent  of  L.A.,  under  Section  25  of  the 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919  ...  ...  nil 


5.— STAFF  ENGAGED  IN  HOUSING  WORK. 

The  following  members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department 
have  duties  in  connection  with  Housing:  — 

Chief  Inspector.  Deals  ■with  closing  and  demolition  orders 
under  Section  17. 

C ne  Inspector,  whose  whole  time  is  devoted  to  house-to-house 
inspection,  obtaining  particulars  of  unhealthy  areas  and 
interviewing  applicants:  for  new  houses. 

Two  District  Inspectors,  whose  chief  work  is  a  survey  of  , 
property  for  matters  under  the  P.H.A.  Acts,  and  who 
are  responsible  for  seeing  nuisances  are  abated. 


